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Introduction  
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal 
United Services Institute of NSW (RUSI NSW), the aim of which is to provide 
members, stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of our 
latest activities and events as well as selective information on defence issues.   
 
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are 
not required to be a member of the RUSI of NSW.  Invite your colleagues to 
receive this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the RUSI NSW 
website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter  where they can register their email contact 
details. 

Latest News  

EVENTS OF NATIONAL INTEREST  
GOVERNANCE REFORM FOR RUSI – AUSTRALIA 
 
On 4 May the RUSI-A National Council held a workshop in Canberra to discuss a number of 
proposed changes to RUSI-A governance arrangements.  The National Council has for some 
years felt that change is necessary if RUSI-A is to survive and prosper.  Some of the issues we 
face are: competition from other similar organisations; reduced levels of government 
funding; community expectation that not-for-profits (NFPs) will have higher governance 
standards; and changing demographics that call into question traditional ideas about 
member-based organisations.  The workshop agreed to the wording of a number proposals 
 to be formally put before a Special General Meeting of the National Council on 28 May 
2016. 

 The first proposal is that RUSI-A change from being an Incorporated Association to a 
Company Limited by Guarantee (CLG), as this approach effectively enables some of the 
other changes that RUSI-A needs to make. 

 The second proposal is for a new constitution for RUSI-A as a CLG.  The current 
constitution is in many ways inadequate by modern standards.  The proposed new 
constitution is modelled on a template provided by the Australian Charities and Not-for-
profits Commission (ACNC), and modified to reflect RUSI-A's unique requirements. 

 The third proposal is that the name of the organisation be changed to the Royal United 
Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies - Australia.  This proposal reflects a view 
that the current name does not explain what we do, and that greater clarity might attract 
more members.  A change of name at national level does not change the name of any CBs, 
although that may happen in the future if any CB wished to make that change. 
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The draft constitution proposes that: 

 The National Council will be replaced with an independent board which be elected by the 
States & Territory Constituent Bodies (CBs) of RUSI-A.  This Board will set RUSI-A's strategy 
and oversee its governance and operations. 

 The States & Territory CBs will be the only members of RUSI-A and will vote at meetings of 
the national body.  State and Territory Presidents (or other nominated representatives) 
will meet at an Annual General Meeting (AGM) to consider the company's annual report 
and any other business, and elect directors. 

 The chairman of the board, who will also be known as the National President, will chair the 
AGM but will not have voting rights. 

 We will retain our federated structure – a national body, and seven CBs - there is no 
intention that RUSI-A will become a unitary national company.  So all CBs retain their 
independence. 

Please contact your state or territory President (see the state pages for details) if you have 
any questions or send an email to the webmaster and we will pass on your message.   

You can download a copy of the draft constitution here Constitution dated 06 May 2016 
(RUSIDSS-A)     
 You can download details of nominations for the proposed Board here Nomination BIOs.pdf 
Source:  https://www.rusi.org.au/ 

 

Australians commemorate Anzac day and centenary of the Western Front 

Australians honoured the sacrifice of their service men and women at hundreds of Anzac 
Day ceremonies in Australia and around the world on 25 April.   The Minister for Veterans’ 
Affairs and Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC, Dan Tehan, 
payed his respects at the Dawn Service at Gallipoli, Turkey. 

“It is an honour to stand on the 
beach at Gallipoli and remember 
the Australians and New 
Zealanders who landed here 101 
years ago today— their sacrifice 
and courage remain at the heart 
of the Anzac tradition,” Mr 
Tehan said.   “About 50,000 
Australians fought in the 
Gallipoli campaign—almost 
9,000 lost their lives and more 
than 19,000 were wounded. 
Anzac Day is a time for every 
Australian to pause, reflect and 
recognise all those who have 
served our country. In towns 

Australia's Federation Guard catafalque party at the ANZAC Day 

Dawn Service, Gallipoli. 

https://www.rusi.org.au/resources/Documents/NSW/Constitution%20dated%2006%20May%202016%20(RUSIDSS-A).pdf
https://www.rusi.org.au/resources/Documents/NSW/Constitution%20dated%2006%20May%202016%20(RUSIDSS-A).pdf
https://www.rusi.org.au/resources/Documents/NSW/Nomination%20BIOs.pdf
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and cities across Australia and around the world, Australians honour the sacrifice of those 
who have served in wars, conflicts and peacekeeping operations on behalf of their country.” 

Mr Tehan said this year also marked the 100th anniversary of Australia’s involvement on the 
Western Front, in France and Belgium.  “Australian troops arrived on the Western Front in 
March 1916, and participated in all major British offensives that led to Germany’s defeat in 
November 1918,” Mr Tehan said. “Almost 300,000 Australians served on the Western Front, 
where more than 46,000 lost their lives and some 18,000 were left with no known grave. 

“This remains Australia’s largest involvement in a military campaign and, sadly, our largest 
loss of life.  “Battlefields such as Fromelles, Mont St Quentin, Pozières, Bullecort, 
Passchendaele, Le Hamel and Villers-Bretonneux are part of our history and remain places of 
great significance.” 

Prime Minister, Minister for Defence – Joint media release – Future submarine 
program 
 

On the 26 April 2016 the Government announced that the next generation of submarines for 
Australia will be constructed at the Adelaide shipyard, securing thousands of jobs and 
ensuring the project will play a key part in the transition of our economy. 
 
“DCNS of France has been selected as our preferred international partner for the design of 
the 12 Future Submarines, subject to further discussions on commercial matters.  Along with 
our recent naval shipbuilding announcements, the commitment to an Australian build will 
create a sustainable Australian naval shipbuilding industry and provide the certainty that 
industry requires to invest in innovation and technology and grow its workforce.  The Future 
Submarine project is the largest and most complex defence acquisition Australia has ever 
undertaken. It will be a vital part of our Defence capability well into the middle of this 
century. This $50 billion investment will directly sustain around 1,100 Australian jobs and a 
further 1,700 Australian jobs through the supply chain.” 
 
The announcement followed the comprehensive Competitive Evaluation Process (CEP) 
involving DCNS, TKMS of Germany and the Government of Japan.  
 
“Each bidder submitted very high quality proposals and the Australian Government takes 
this opportunity to thank both TKMS and the Government of Japan for their ongoing 
commitment to Australia and their participation in the process.  This decision was driven by 
DCNS’s ability to best meet all of our unique capability requirements. These included 
superior sensor performance and stealth characteristics, as well as range and endurance 
similar to the Collins Class submarine.  The Government’s considerations also included cost, 
schedule, program execution, through-life support and Australian industry involvement.  
Subject to discussions on commercial matters, the design of the Future Submarine with 
DCNS will begin this year.” 
 

The full media release can be accesses here. 
 

Further details of the French Shortfin Barracuda Block 1A offered by DCNS can be found in 
the Mike Yeo article on the announcement in the USNI News Weekly Update for 
04/27/2016. 

http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2016/04/26/prime-minister-minister-for-defence-joint-media-release-future-submarine-program/
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About DCNS – DCNS is a French naval shipbuilding company and European leader in naval 
defence which designs and builds submarines and surface combatants, develops associated 
systems and infrastructure, and offers a full range of services to naval bases and shipyards. 
The Group has also expanded its focus into marine renewable energy. DCNS Australia, a 
subsidiary of DCNS, was established in April 2015, marking almost a century of cooperation 
between France and Australia. 

Minister for Defence – Budget 2016-17: Defence Budget overview 
 

On 3 May the Minister for Defence issued a statement on the 2016 Defence budget, the 
introduction of which follows. 
 
“The 2016 Defence Budget delivers on the Turnbull Government’s commitment to ensuring 
Australia’s long-term security and economic prosperity. It provides the funding needed to 
deliver the capability plans set out in the 2016 Defence White Paper, including plans for the 
Australian naval shipbuilding industry, and to support our ongoing commitments to Defence 
Operations. 
 
This Budget builds on the Coalition’s promise to provide Defence with a stable and 
sustainable funding growth path. It supports the 2016 Defence White Paper capability plans 
by growing the Defence budget to two per cent of GDP by 2020-21, three years earlier than 
the Government’s 2013 election commitment. This will result in additional funding of $29.9 
billion over the next decade in contrast to the Labor Party’s record of cuts that stripped 
more than $18 billion from the Defence budget.   
 
The Government will provide Defence with $32.3 billion in 2016-17 and $142.9 billion over 
the Forward Estimates. The Government’s naval shipbuilding strategy will invest around $90 
billion in our naval capability and shipbuilding industry, creating more than 3,600 direct jobs 
and thousands more through the supply chain. 
 
The 2016 Defence White Paper, Integrated Investment Program, and Defence Industry Policy 
Statement set out comprehensive and responsible long-term plans to ensure Australia’s 
national security and provide certainty for Australian defence industry.” 
 
Comments on Naval Shipbuilding Strategy, Supporting Defence industry, Defence Capability 
Investment and Defence Operations followed.      The full transcript can be accessed here. 

 

Replacement replenishment vessels 
 
On 6 May the Government advised that it had signed contracts with Navantia S.A. to build 
Australia’s two replacement replenishment ships, avoiding a critical capability gap.  
Australia’s current supply ship HMAS Success will reach its end of life in 2021 and needs to 
be replaced as a matter of priority. 
 
As part of the $640 million contract with Navantia more than $130 million will go to 
Australian industry.   Local industry activity will include Combat and Communication Systems 
integration, Integrated Logistics Support, and elements of the onboard cranes.  In addition 

http://www.minister.defence.gov.au/2016/05/03/minister-for-defence-budget-2016-17-defence-budget-overview/
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an initial $250 million, five-year sustainment contract also signed with Navantia will be 
undertaken in Australia. 

Contract signed for replacement Pacific Patrol Boats 

On 5 May the Government signed a contract with Austal Ships Pty Ltd to build and sustain up 
to 21 steel-hulled vessels to replace the existing fleet of Pacific Patrol Boats as part of 
Australia’s new Pacific Maritime Security Program.   As part of the $280 million (ex-GST) 
contract Austal will design and construct the first 19 vessels in Henderson, securing more 
than 120 jobs for Western Australia.   Two vessels have also been offered to a new member 
of the Program, Timor-Leste, with an option for these additional vessels to be constructed by 
Austal at an agreed fixed price should Timor-Leste accept the offer.   

Austal has also been awarded a $24 million (ex-GST) contract to provide support services to 
the replacement vessels for an initial seven-year period. The total investment in support and 
sustainment of the vessels, including the conduct of deep maintenance in Cairns, 
Queensland, is estimated at more than $400 million across the life of the vessels.  
Construction of the new vessels will commence in mid-2017, with the first vessel to be 
delivered in late 2018. 

The gifting of these larger and more capable replacement vessels will build on the success of 
the current Pacific Patrol Boat Program to assist our Pacific Island partners to protect their 
maritime resources and security interests.    The existing fleet is approaching its end of 
service life, and will be replaced with a fleet of new Australian-built vessels to assist our 
Pacific Island partners to continue to take an active role in securing their extensive exclusive 

economic zones. 

ANZAC Class Frigate sustainment 

On 29 April the Government signed a long-term contract for the sustainment of ANZAC Class 
Frigates centred in Western Australia. 

The strategic partnership between BAE Systems Australia Defence Pty Limited, Saab 
Australia Pty Ltd, Naval Ship Management Australia Pty Ltd (a joint venture between UGL 
and Babcock), and the Commonwealth will streamline a number of existing contracts for the 
whole-of-life sustainment for the ANZAC Class Frigates. The majority of the sustainment 
work will be done in Henderson, with additional work at Fleet Base East, cementing 
Henderson as one of Australia’s naval shipbuilding and sustainment centres. 

The open ended sustainment contract has a value of over $2 billion for the first eight years 
and will provide certainty to the principal partners to invest in growing skills and capabilities. 
It will also provide increased opportunities for the engagement of small-to-medium sized 
businesses in the Australian maritime industry.   The strategic partnership between Defence 
and industry ensures the ANZAC Class Frigates will remain highly capable, safe, 
environmentally compliant, and cost effective until their planned withdrawal dates. 
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The sustainment contract ensures that the ANZAC Class Frigates remain a potent capability 
for the Royal Australian Navy until the Future Frigates, which will begin construction in 
Adelaide in 2020, enter service. 

 

 

 

Special Notices for the Royal United Services Institute of New South Wales  

Expressions of Interest invited for positions of Office Manager and 
Library Manager  

 Office Manager    

This is a part-time position which involves managing the Institute’s office at Level 20, 
Defence Plaza, 270 Pitt Street, Sydney; maintaining the Institute’s membership records and 
electronic address lists; and managing the events conducted by the Institute.  The appointee 
will be expected to open the office from 11.00 am to 4.00 pm each Tuesday and Thursday. 
 
The position would suit a retired person; or a defence/national security professional with 
flexible work arrangements, who seeks to build their professional profile and/or earn 
continuing professional education credits.  The position does not attract remuneration, but 
an honorarium of $10,000 per annum will be paid quarterly in arrears to the successful 
applicant. 
 
Applicants should have an ability to work autonomously, a client service culture, strong 
inter-personal and communication skills, and proficiency in Microsoft Office. Experience in 
office management and an interest in defence and national security would be an advantage.  
 

 Library Manager  
 
This is a part-time position which involves managing the Ursula Davidson Library at Level 20, 
Defence Plaza, 270 Pitt Street, Sydney; and recruiting, training and supervising a team of 
Library volunteers.  The appointee will be expected to open the Library from 11.00 am to 
4.00 pm each Wednesday.  The Library, which was established in 1889, is a public library 
containing a nationally-significant collection of military literature, including books, journals, 
maps and other manuscripts dating from the late 18th century up to the present day.  It is 
open to both members and the public for study and research.  
 
The position would suit a retired person; or a defence/national security professional with 
flexible work arrangements, who seeks to build their professional profile and/or earn 
continuing professional education credits.  The position does not attract remuneration, but 
an honorarium of $4,000 per annum will be paid quarterly in arrears to the successful 
applicant. 
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Applicants should have an ability to work autonomously, a client service culture, strong 
inter-personal and communication skills, and proficiency in Microsoft Office. Experience in 
library management and an interest in defence and national security would be an advantage.  
 
Closing date for both Positions : The position will remain open until filled. 
 
Inquiries: Dr David Leece 0418 163 107 or email david.leece@bigpond.com.  

Expressions of Interest, including a brief CV, should be submitted by e-mail to 
office@rusinsw.org.au, with a copy to david.leece@bigpond.com 

 

Institute News 

Executive and Council Meetings.  A number of special Executive, Council and National 
Council meetings have been held to consider changes to the structure of the national and 
Constituent Bodies to accommodate changes to the interface with Department of Defence 
and other stakeholders.   On completion of these considerations full reports will be provided 
to members. 

RUSI NSW Vice President Colonel John Hutcheson, MC, ACM, TSM, & Bar (RVN) represented 
the Institute and laid a wreath at the Indigenous Veterans Ceremony  on Friday 27 May 
2016.  

 

  

Images clockwise:  A participant of the 
Ceremony ;  RSL NSW Councillor, His 
Excellency The Governor (centre) and Mrs 
Hurley ;  Smoke ceremony performed on 
the day.             Images by John Hutcheson.  

mailto:david.leece@bigpond.com
mailto:office@rusinsw.org.au
mailto:david.leece@bigpond.com
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Upcoming RUSI NSW Events  
 
 

Monday 27 June 2016   CDRE M.K.M. Wise, OAM, RAN, Commodore Warfare of the RAN 
Australian Maritime Warfare Centre and 
President of the RUSI (NSW) Brig David Leece 
PSM RFD ED (Ret’d) invite RUSI Members and 
their friends to a special Staff Development 
presentation by COMMODORE MIKE CLAPP CB 
RN (RET’D) Commander of the Amphibious Task 
Force in the Falklands Campaign.  The subject is: 

"Leadership at all levels: Lessons from the 
Falklands Campaign" and the venue is the Seminar Room, Level 6 HMAS Kuttabul, Wylde St 
Potts Point from 1030-1130 followed by lunch in the Fleet FHQ Wardroom.  Cost for the 
lunch is $14 for lunch but places are limited to 50 attendees, and due to security 
requirements pre-register for this event is essential as ‘walk up’ attendees will not be 
admitted to HMAS Kuttabul. Please book through the RUSI NSW Office - Ms Theo Fox 
Telephone: (02) 9393 2325 or email: office@rusinsw.org.au 
 
Tuesday 28 June 2016   MAJGEN P.W. Gilmore, AO, DSC, Commander, Forces Command – 

Subject “Raising and training an army  in the 21st century.  This is open 
to any interested person. To be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of  
Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney.  Attendance fees are: Members 
$10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. 
Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost.   A sandwich lunch 
is also available from 12 noon  (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered 
through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before the lecture. 
 
 

Change in our previously advertised program:  
Tuesday 26 July 2016  Colonel Joe Matthews Former Commanding Officer of the 16th Indian 
Battalion, Bihar Regiment, Indian Army. Subject “The Unknown 
story - the contribution of the 29th Indian Brigade and Indian Units 
at Gallipoli in 1915”.  The presentation will be held at Sydney 
Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney beginning 
at 1.00 pm and is open to both members and the public. 
Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-
event registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is available before the 
lecture at no cost.   A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon 
(cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day 
before the lecture.  

Friday 19 August 2016   128th Anniversary Dinner will be held in the Grand Dining Room of 
the Masonic Club 169-171 Castlereagh Street Sydney at 7 for 7.30 pm.  Guests of Honour will 
be His Excellency, General The Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d), Governor of New 
South Wales, and Mrs Linda Hurley.   Registration details will be advised. 

            Garden Island Navy Base 
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Tuesday 30 August  2016   Major General Stephen Porter, AM, – Subject: 
“The ADF Reserve Contribution to Australia’s defence”   This is open to 
any interested person. To be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, 
Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney.  Attendance fees are:  Members $10.00; 
Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee 
is available before the lecture at no cost.   A sandwich lunch is also 
available from 12 noon  (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the 
office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before the lecture. 

Monday 26 September 2016   Military History Seminar “The Australian Contribution to the 
1916 Somme Campaign Seminar" 10.30 am - 5.00pm – A number of eminent military 
historians who are members of the Institute's Special Interest Group on Military History will 
outline the Australian contribution to the 1916 Somme Campaign, including the battles at 
Fromelles, Pozieres and Mouquet Farm, and expose some of the myths surrounding these 
battles.              Please note the change in the previously advertised date for this event. 

Recent Past Events of the Institute   
 
Friday 6th May 2016    At the Institute’s inaugural evening presentation Dr Bob Howard, 
Department of Government and International Relations, University of Sydney spoke on  
“Australia's Current Strategic Outlook and National Security”  at the Sydney Mechanics’ 
School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney. 
 

Images clockwise:    Dr Bob Howard;  RUSI NSW Councillor Ms Dominique Spoelder introduced the speaker;  
Ms Rhea Mathews presented thanks to Dr Howard for the lecture ;  RUSI NSW Member  Mr Michael Thurston 
moderator for the Q&A session ; some of the audience members.  
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Tuesday 26th April 2016   Professor Clive Williams, Macquarie University spoke on “An 
update on the war in Syria and the Syrian refugee crisis” at the Sydney Mechanics’ School of 
Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney.   

 

 
Tuesday 31 May 2016    The 2016 Seminar on Military Strategy will examine  
"The Strategic Significance of Cyber and Space" at Parliament House, Macquarie Street, 
Sydney - 1300 – 1800 hours was a great success with impressive numbers of participants.  
Images of the event will be shown in our next newsletter.   

 
 
 
  

 
Images clockwise:  Professor 
Clive Williams ;   
The Professor giving his lecture 
on in Syria and the Syrian 
refugee crisis;   
some of the audience 
members;   
post lecture (l to r) RUSI NSW 
Councillor LTCOL Ken 
Broadhead RFD (Ret'd), 
MAJGEN Tim Ford, AO and MAJ 
Norm Symon RFD ED (Ret'd)  
Images by John Hutcheson. 
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Upcoming Events by other Organisations  
 
31 May – 2 June 2016     CIVSEC 2016, a program of conferences, seminars and symposia will 
be held in Melbourne.  The program will address a wide range of civil security and civil 
defence topics presented by government and non-government organisations, strategic think 
tanks, research bodies and academic institutions. For further information please email 
expo@amda.com.au and further information is available at the CIVSEC website 
www.civsec.com.au 
 

Friday 1 July 2016    The University of New South Wales Association Mid-Year Lunch in the 
ISC Room at the Royal Automobile Club at 89 Macquarie Street (12.30pm for 1pm).   
Members' partners and friends are also most welcome to attend, and the cost will be 
$110.00 per person, with payment on the day by cheque or by cash.   RSVP by Friday 24th 
June 2016 to the Secretary, Peter Godfrey, at afbanc1@bigpond.net.au or phone him on 
0438 555 303. 
 
August 2016 In August, RUSI-NSW military historian and battlefield guide, Dennis 
Weatherall, will be leading a tour of Vietnam War battlefields, culminating in attendance at 
the 50th Anniversary Memorial Service of the Battle of Long Tan on 18 August. The tour will 
be conducted by Battlefields of the World.  Tour details, including daily itineraries and costs, 
can be viewed at: www.battlefieldsoftheworld.com.au. Enquiries: Dennis Weatherall T: 02 
9520 6023; M: 0428 280 536; E: dweatherall_eng@bigpond.com. 
 
October 2017   100 Year Anniversary of the ANZAC Battle at Beersheba, one of the most 
famous and last great cavalry charges in history - The charge of the Australian Light Horse at 
Beersheba. 
To commemorate this historical event, the Israel Travel Centre in conjunction with the Israel 
Ministry of Tourism and City of Beersheba are bringing out to Australia world-renowned 
expert and Chairman of The Society for the Heritage of WWI in the Land of Israel, Mr. Eran 
Tearosh, to share his knowledge on the Light Horse Charge.   Mr. Tearosh will be 
delivering free informational talks around Australia, where he will discuss how the Battle of 
Beersheba: 

Was one of Australia's greatest military victories 
Highlights the bravery and ingenuity of the ANZAC soldiers 
Changed the face of the Middle East with lasting effects to this day 
Laid the foundations for the restoration of the modern State of Israel 

W: www.beersheba2017.com | E: beersheba2017@gmail.com | M: 0403 052 520  
 

General Defence News  

Minister for Defence – Visit to West Australian Defence bases 

The Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, and Member for Durack, Melissa 
Price MP, visited Defence’s West Australian Naval Communication Station Harold E Holt, on 
13 April which is set to gain a highly advanced Space Surveillance Telescope.   “The telescope 
will soon be moved from its current location in the United States to a new purpose built 
Australian facility near Exmouth, Western Australia,” Minister Payne said.  “Over the next 

mailto:expo@amda.com.au
mailto:afbanc1@bigpond.net.au
http://www.battlefieldsoftheworld.com.au/
mailto:dweatherall_eng@bigpond.com
http://www.beersheba2017.com/
mailto:beersheba2017@gmail.com
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four years, as part of Government’s White Paper commitment, the new facility will be built 
and the telescope relocated.” 

The Space Surveillance Telescope system can quickly track objects at very long ranges and 
can scan large sections of the sky significantly enhancing the space surveillance capability of 
both Australia and the United States. 

“Together with other space surveillance systems such as the nearby C-Band Radar, the 
telescope will monitor thousands of objects, including satellites and space debris that can 
potentially threaten important satellites supporting services such as National Broadband 
Network,” Minister Payne said. 

Minister Payne and Ms Price also visited RAAF Base Learmonth, which will receive around 
$190 million for planned upgrades over the next decade to support the RAAF’s new strike 
and air combat capabilities, including the new F-35A Lightning II Joint Strike Fighter and the 
KC-30A air-to-air refueling aircraft. 

Air Force remotely-piloted unmanned aircraft takes to the skies over Amberley 

Queenslanders have witnessed history as Royal Australian Air Force personnel operated the 
Heron remotely-piloted unmanned aircraft system out of RAAF Base Amberley for the very 
first time.    This is the first time the aircraft has flown in military airspace in Australia outside 
of the Woomera Test Range and Shoalwater Bay Training Area.   Air Force currently operates 
two Heron aircraft.   The Heron flew out of RAAF Base Amberley between 12 and 22 April in 
military airspace alongside C-17A Globemaster III, F/A-18F Super Hornets and KC-30A Multi-
Role Tanker Transport aircraft.   It is flown with fully qualified military pilots who have 
extensive experience on both manned and remotely piloted aircraft.   Wing Commander 
Matthew Bowers, Commanding Officer Number 5 Flight said the two week flying schedule 
has involved a series of scenarios that has tested the crew. 

The Heron aircraft completed more than 
27,000 mission hours during Operation 
SLIPPER. It provided intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance support 
to Australian forces and International 
Security Assistance Force (ISAF) partners 
in southern Afghanistan. The Heron flew 
its final mission from Kandahar Air Field 
on 30 November 2014. 

The focus for the ADF is to continue to 
see Heron integrated into airspace 
rather than accommodated where other 
military and commercial aircraft are not making allowances. 

  

Heron Remotely-Piloted Aircraft operating for the first time at RAAF 
Base Amberley. 
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Defence Exercises  
 
HMAS RANKIN conducts engagement visit to Japan 
The growing Defence relationship between Japan and Australia was given a boost when 
Royal Australian Navy (RAN) submarine HMAS Rankin conducted a port visit to Kobe, Japan 
from 6 to 10 May 2016.   Highlighting Australia’s commitment to our long term relationship 
with Japan, Rankin participated in a bilateral exercise with the Japanese Maritime Self-
Defense Force (JMSDF).   The bilateral training exercise enabled the participating vessels to 
conduct maritime skills such as manoeuvring and communications whilst enhancing 
interoperability at sea.   Over the past few years, the RAN and JMSDF have conducted a 
number of national visits and participated in Exercises NICHI GOU TRIDENT, DISTANT 
SHORES and KAKADU. Most recently, JS Shirase visited Sydney in March 2016.  

Military and Security Communication Workshop Strengthens Regional Ties 
The role of military and security public information in addressing violent extremism was the 
centrepiece of an international military workshop held in Canberra during 2-6 May 16.   A 
total of 24 military and security personnel from 10 countries attended the strategic 
communication workshop hosted by the Department of Defence, the fourth of its kind held 
since 2010 in support of the Defence Cooperation Program. 

The strategic communication workshop provided a forum for Australian and foreign military 
and security officers to discuss the military’s role in the provision of public information.    
Participating countries include Pakistan, Indonesia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Jordan, Lebanon, Papua New Guinea and Vanuatu.  Participants contributed to 
discussions on public information support to major events, countering violent extremism, 
and the use of social media. 

Director General Military Information, Brigadier Dan Fortune, said the workshop supported 
Australia’s aim of working with regional countries to respond to security challenges. 

“The workshop reinforced the importance of public information to the conduct of military 
and security operations and provided an excellent opportunity to strengthen our 
relationships with those in our region who undertake this role,” Brigadier Fortune said.  “This 
year we focused on the role of information in combating violent extremism, which is as 
much about individual attitudes as it is about capability.”  “We heard from experts in the 
field and discussed the various approaches of our regional partners and the shared 
challenges we all face,” he said. 

Australia and Thailand co-host Indo-Pacific Regional Peacekeeping Exercise 

Australia and Thailand co-hosted a peacekeeping exercise involving over 100 participants 
from the Indo–Pacific region from 9-20 May 2016 in Bangsaen, Thailand.    Commander 
Australian Defence College, Major General Simone Wilkie, in Thailand to open PIRAP JABIRU 
2016, said the exercise was a fantastic opportunity to bring together representatives from 22 
Indo-Pacific militaries, police forces, and non-governmental organisations to consider the 
current issues facing peacekeepers and to identify strategies to meet the future challenges. 
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Royal Malaysian Navy ship KD Selangor exchanges a ceremonial 
greeting with the Royal Australian Navy’s patrol boat HMAS 
Bathurst in the South China Sea during Exercise Bersama Shield 
16. 

“The true value of the PIRAP JABIRU series is that it enables participants to develop a much 
deeper understanding of contemporary multi-dimensional UN Missions and most 
importantly how we can work together to achieve optimal results,” MAJGEN Wilkie said. 

MAJGEN Wilkie also said that 
Exercise PIRAP JABIRU 2016 
provides the Australian Defence 
Force and international attendees 
with the opportunity to consider the 
evolving nature of peace operations 
and help to maintain successful 
regional collaboration in the future.  
“Today’s missions are concerned 
with ensuring stability, promoting 
good governance and human rights, 
providing humanitarian assistance 
and assisting in the disarmament, 
demobilisation and re-integration of 
former combatants. 

The PIRAP JABIRU biennial series, which commenced in 1998, reflects Australia’s close 
bilateral ties with Thailand, including a strong history of peacekeeping cooperation.  

 
Five Powers exercise concludes in Malaysia and Singapore 
Australian Defence Force personnel completed the annual Exercise Bersama Shield in 

Malaysia, Singapore and the South China Sea 
in April.  The multilateral training activity is 
part of a long-running series of exercises 
aimed at enhancing the interoperability of 
the Five Power Defence Arrangements 
(FPDA) members – Australia, Malaysia, 
Singapore, New Zealand and the United 
Kingdom. 

Commander of the Australian Contingent, 
Wing Commander Paul Webb said the 
exercise was very rewarding. 

“Exercise Bersama Shield 16 tested the 
ability of FPDA nations to work together to complete missions and objectives, and they’ve 
done that very well,” he said.“Through this cooperation, we’ve built on existing friendships 
and strengthened our habits of collaboration. We look forward to continuing the 
relationship with our FPDA partners during Exercise Bersama Lima later this year.” 

Exercise Bersama Shield 16 saw participants conduct joint maritime, land and air operations 
in a multi-threat environment over four phases including combat enhancement training, 

LEUT Karthiga Nageswaran with COL Zhan Zhang of China during the 
peacekeeping exercise PIRAP JABIRU. 
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force integration training, a war exercise and a post-exercise debrief.  Established in 1971, 
FPDA remains focused on the defence of Singapore and Malaysia and contributes to regional 
security resilience.   More than 280 Australian Defence Force personnel took part in the 
exercise over April 18th to 29th, joining approximately 2000 members from other FPDA 
nations.  Australia contributed the Royal Australian Navy frigate HMAS Anzac, the Armidale 
class patrol boat HMAS Bathurst, a Royal Australian Air Force AP-3C Orion maritime patrol 
aircraft and KA350 King Air tactical mobility aircraft. 

Australia-Japan bilateral exercise concludes 
Ships and aircraft from the Royal Australian 
Navy and Japanese Maritime Self Defence 
Force (JMSDF) have completed the 
bilateral Exercise NICHI GOU TRIDENT off 
the coast of New South Wales in April .  
The exercise, which has been conducted 
regularly between Australia and Japan 
since 2009, was aimed at further 
developing interoperability between the 
Japanese Maritime Self Defence Force and 
the Royal Australian Navy.   HMA Ships 
Ballarat, Adelaide and Success along with 
JMSDF destroyers JS Umigiri, JS Asayuki 
and submarine, JS Hakuryu, conducted a range of activities including anti-submarine 
warfare, ship handling and aviation operations as well as activities with Royal Australian Air 
Force AP-3C Orion and Hawk 127 aircraft. 

Australian Exercise Director, Captain Brian Schlegel said the successful interactions were 
especially important for the navies at a working level.“The exercise was successful and 
certainly provided ample opportunity to practice significant activities in a bilateral 
environment with open exchanges of ideas and operating procedures to further enhance our 
interoperability.”    Australia and Japan conduct regular exercises, including NICHI GOU 
TRIDENT and the biennial Exercise KAKADU. 

Defence Industry   
 
Benalla factory manufacturing announcement a boost for local capability 

On 27 April, the Minister for Defence Materiel Dan Tehan  announced that the Benalla 
munitions facility would make mining boosters which demonstrated the commercial 
applications of Defence investment.    Orica CEO Alberto Calderon and Thales Australia CEO 
Chris Jenkins today announced a commercial arrangement to manufacture mining boosters 
at the Defence-owned Benalla facility, in northern Victoria.  The contract will sustain 100 
jobs across Benalla and the Mulwala facility, in New South Wales. 

Defence recently acquired the Benalla facility, at the end of a long-term lease arrangement 
with Thales, that will utilise manufactured high explosive from the government-owned 

(L-R) JS Asayuki, HMAS Ballarat, HMAS Adelaide, JS Umigiri and 
HMAS Success in formation on approach to Sydney Heads 
during Exercise NICHI GOU TRIDENT 
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explosive and propellant factory at Mulwala.   Thales is contracted to operate both factories 
and encouraged to pursue commercial opportunities. 

Mr Tehan said the Benalla and Mulwala factories would supply the ADF with top-class 
munitions and explosives and create commercial opportunities in Australia and overseas. 

Defence and Industry Conference 2016 
 
The 2016 Defence and Industry Conference will be held at the National Convention Centre 
Canberra on Wednesday, 15 June.   Deputy Secretary Capability and Sustainment Group 
(CASG), Mr Kim Gillis said the 2016 D+I Conference provides a critical platform for 
Government-to-business and business-to-business interactions.   “This year’s event will bring 
together keynote speakers, decision-makers, equipment operators, project managers and 
prime and small to medium enterprises from across the Defence and industry sector,” Mr 
Gillis said.“Release of the 2016 Defence White Paper, the Integrated Investment Program 
and Defence Industry Policy Statement opens the door to an exciting and challenging new 
era for Defence and industry.  “The Government’s clear intent is to re-set and transform the 
Defence and industry relationship, and this one day event will acknowledge industry as a 
fundamental input to capability.”   Mr Gillis said this year’s event will have a series of 
concise and thought-provoking presentations with a premium on Defence industry 
involvement.                   Registrations can be made at:  
http://www.defence.gov.au/casg/DoingBusiness/Industry/Findingopportunities/defenceind
ustryconference/ 

 
International  
 
U.S. destroyer passes near Chinese artificial island in South China Sea Freedom of 
Navigation Operation   
 
In the USNI News Weekly Update for 05/11/2016 Sam LaGrone reported that a U.S. guided 
missile destroyer came within 12 nautical miles of a contested Chinese artificial island in the 
Spratly Island chain in the South China Sea on Tuesday, U.S. officials told USNI News on 
Tuesday morning.   USS William P. Lawrence (DDG-110) conducted a freedom of navigation 
operation past the Chinese installation on Fiery Cross Reef in the Spratly Island chain, 
according to a U.S. Defense Department statement.  
 
The FON op was conducted to, “challenge excessive maritime claims by China, Taiwan, and 
Vietnam which were seeking to restrict navigation rights in the South China Sea. This 
operation challenged attempts by China, Taiwan, and Vietnam to restrict navigation rights 
around the features they claim, specifically that these three claimants purport to require 
prior permission or notification of transits through the territorial sea, contrary to 
international law,” Pentagon spokesman Cmdr. Bill Urban told USNI News. 
 
“These excessive maritime claims are inconsistent with international law as reflected in the 
Law of the Sea Convention in that they purport to restrict the navigation rights that the 
United States and all States are entitled to exercise. No claimants were notified prior to the 
transit, which is consistent with our normal process and international law.” 

http://www.defence.gov.au/casg/DoingBusiness/Industry/Findingopportunities/defenceindustryconference/
http://www.defence.gov.au/casg/DoingBusiness/Industry/Findingopportunities/defenceindustryconference/
http://usni.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=e971c577684d30446b18f75bf&id=e88d52119a&e=f2a93546e5
http://usni.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=e971c577684d30446b18f75bf&id=e88d52119a&e=f2a93546e5
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Chinese officials were quick to condemn Lawrence’s passage past the installation built on 
reclaimed land on Fiery Cross. The Chinese have built a 10,000-foot runway on the island 
that could easily accommodate military aircraft.  “This action by the U.S. side threatened 
China’s sovereignty and security interests, endangered the staff and facilities on the reef, 
and damaged regional peace and stability,” Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman Lu 
Kang told reporters on Tuesday. 

The full report can be accessed in the USNI News Weekly Update for 05/11/2016. 

India’s first domestically build submarine leaves on acceptance trials 

In USNI News Weekly Update for 04/20/2016, Sam Lagrone reported that India sent its first 
domestically built ballistic missile submarine (SSBN) ahead of an expected commissioning 
later this spring, according to local press reports.   INS Arihant left the Shipbuilding Centre 
(SBC) in the port of Visakhapatnam, on the southeastern coast of India, week for the at-sea 
tests, according to The Times of India. 

“INS Arihant is now undergoing sea acceptance trails as it had already passed several deep 
sea diving drills. The submarine will be commissioned after completing all the sea trials,” 
Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief of Eastern Naval Command, Vice-Admiral H.C.S. Bisht, told 
reporters in a press conference. 
The 6,000-ton ballistic missile submarine can field 12 K-15 Sagarika with a 450 to 1,200 mile 
range – depending on the payload – or four intermediate range K-4 submarine launched 
ballistic missiles (SLBMs) with a range of 2,200 miles. The Indian Navy plans to build three to 
six of the submarines as a strategic deterrent platform. In a previous set of trials in 
March, Arihant launched a test K-4 missiles without a warhead. 
 
In addition to Arihant, India has 45 other ships under construction including its first domestic 
aircraft carrier INS Vikrant. 
 
The full report can be accessed in the USNI News Weekly Update for 04/20/2016 

  

https://news.usni.org/2016/05/10/u-s-destroyer-passes-near-chinese-artificial-island-in-south-china-sea-freedom-of-navigation-operation
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Indian_navy_goes_nuclear_as_first_nuke_sub_undergoes_sea_tests_999.html
https://news.usni.org/2016/04/20/indias-first-boomer-leaves-on-acceptance-trials
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About the RUSI of NSW 
 

Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the 
Royal United Services Institute of New South Wales today is one of seven self-
governing constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute of Australia.   
 

The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness 
and understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  
 

 contributes to the national debate on defence and national security policy; 

 publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 

 arranges regular lectures and seminars on defence and national security issues and 
occasionally on military history; 

 organises visits to defence and security establishments; 

 operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from 
the late 18th century to the current day; and 

 conducts social and networking functions for members. 
 
The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson military history Library are on Level 20, 
Defence Plaza, 270 Pitt Street, Sydney – very close to Town Hall and Museum railway 
stations. Tea/coffee and biscuits are available without charge and members and visitors are 
encouraged to use the facilities for reading or research, or just as a base when visiting the 
city of Sydney.   However, prior to visiting, please contact the Office Manager to arrange 
access to the Office. For additional information please visit our website at 
www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 9393 2325. 
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