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Introduction  
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal United 
Services Institute of NSW (RUSI NSW), the aim of which is to provide members, 
stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of our latest 
activities and events as well as selective information on defence issues.   
 
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are 
not required to be a member of the RUSI of NSW.  Invite your colleagues to 
receive this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the RUSI NSW 
website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter  where they can register their email contact 
details. 

Latest News  

Shangri-La Dialogue - Five Power Defence Arrangement - Defence Ministers’ 
Joint Statement 

On 4 June a Joint Statement was released following discussions at the Shangri-La Dialogue,  
held in Singapore. While Senator the Hon Marise Payne was unable to attend the Dialogue, 
due to her election commitments, the Defence Minister joined her fellow FPDA Defence 
Ministers in releasing the following statement. 
 
To commemorate 45 years of the Five Power Defence Arrangements (FPDA), the Defence 
Ministers reaffirmed respective member nations’ commitment to the FPDA and its 
importance in enhancing regional cooperation and security.   They also recollected FPDA’s 
three guiding principles, which are first, as a defensive arrangement, the FPDA should 
maintain a non-threatening posture to avoid rousing sensitivities in the region; second, as a 
multilateral security arrangement, the FPDA should proceed at a pace comfortable to all its 
members with due cognisance to multilateral, bilateral and national sensitivities; and third, 
given the constantly changing strategic environment, the FPDA should continually develop 
and evolve to remain relevant as a security arrangement. These principles have been the 
foundation of cooperation and provide necessary direction for FPDA. 
 
In this regard, the Ministers 
acknowledged and commended FDPA’s 
continuous growth in scope and depth 
since its formation in 1971, in tandem 
with the development of member-
nations’ capabilities as well as the 
significant progress made in enhancing 
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the interoperability among member-nations’ militaries through FPDA exercises.    All FPDA 
Defence Ministers expressed their countries’ aspiration to provide the necessary resources for 
the conduct of professionally valuable FPDA exercises to meet the evolving regional security 
challenges. 
Recognising the importance of confidence-building measures especially with non-FPDA 
countries in the region, FPDA Defence Ministers welcomed initiatives aimed at engaging 
these countries, which include inviting non-FPDA ASEAN countries to observe FPDA exercises. 
This is to increase transparency and to alleviate any sensitivities towards FPDA activities in 
the region. 

 
Chief of the Defence Force attends annual Shangri-La Dialogue 
 
The Chief of the Defence Force, Air 
Chief Marshal Mark Binskin, spent 3-5 
June discussing regional and global 
security at the 15th annual Shangri-La 
Dialogue in Singapore.   The Shangri-La 
Dialogue provides a forum to promote 
practical defence cooperation with 
international counterparts. 
 
Air Chief Marshal Binskin met with counterparts from Singapore, New Zealand, the 
United Kingdom, Malaysia, Thailand and Sri Lanka. He also met with Vietnam’s Deputy 
Minister of National Defense, the Commander of US Pacific Command, the Chairman of the 
NATO’s Military Committee, as well as senior representatives from a number of other 
countries including the Philippines, Japan, China, France, Tonga and Canada.   “Some of the 
common themes we addressed in these meetings included building cooperation on 
Indo-Pacific security challenges, continuing tensions in the South China Sea, and recent 
military provocations by North Korea.  “We also discussed regional maritime security, the 
global threat of terrorism, and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief operations in 
response to natural disasters” Air Chief Marshal Binskin said. 
 
The Chief of the Defence Force also met with China’s representative, Admiral Sun Jianguo 
where he welcomed the growing defence relationship between the two countries.   “I also 
reiterated Australia’s position on tensions in the South China Sea, emphasising that while 
Australia did not take sides on competing territorial claims, we had a strong interest in 
maintaining peace and stability, along with respect for international law, unimpeded trade, 
and freedom of navigation and over-flight. 
 
“The Shangri-La Dialogue provided an excellent opportunity to build on Australia’s already 
strong network of international defence relationships.  “These relationships play a critical 
role in supporting our interest in a stable and rules-based order, both in the Indo-Pacific and 
globally.” 

More information on the Shangri-La Dialogue can be found at: 
https://www.iiss.org/en/events/shangri-s-la-s-dialogue 

Mark Binskin centre.  Image source: IISS   Special session 5 
Avoiding military competition and arms-racing in Asia 

https://www.iiss.org/en/events/shangri-s-la-s-dialogue
http://www.iiss.org/en/publications/conference%20proceedings/sections/shangri-la-aa36/the-shangri-la-dialogue-2015-8842/sld15-08-breakouts-905d
http://www.iiss.org/en/publications/conference%20proceedings/sections/shangri-la-aa36/the-shangri-la-dialogue-2015-8842/sld15-08-breakouts-905d
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Task Group Taji Rotation 2 completes mission 
 
On 6 June, Australian personnel from Task Group 
Taji Rotation 2 formally handed over 
responsibility for training the Iraqi Security 
Forces at the Taji Military Complex in Iraq.  The 
Transfer of Authority Parade allowed the 
outgoing Commander, Colonel Gavin Keating, to 
hand over future training responsibilities to 
incoming Task Group Taji Rotation 3 
Commander, Colonel Andrew Lowe.   
 
Colonel Keating praised the achievements of his 
Australian and New Zealand soldiers.  “The Task 
Group trained nearly four thousand Iraqi Army 
soldiers during our six-month deployment,” he 
said.  “We provided high quality and innovative 
training to the Iraqi Army which has given them 
the skills needed for upcoming operations.  “This 
is a significant contribution to the Coalition’s 
efforts to help the Iraqi Security Forces defeat 
Daesh.” 
 
Chief of Joint Operations Vice Admiral David Johnston said Task Group Taji Rotation 2 
personnel should be proud of their contribution to the Coalition building-partner capacity 
mission.  “The Iraqi Security Forces have received professional and expert training from the 
Australian and New Zealand personnel from this rotation and are well prepared for 
countering Daesh,” he said.  “Task Group Taji Rotation 2 have reinforced the positive 
relationship   close military heritage that is shared by our militaries.” 
 
Task Group Taji 2 deployed to Iraq in October 2015 and comprised a headquarters element, 
training team, force protection and support elements. About 780 ADF personnel are 
deployed to the Middle East in support of Operation OKRA. These personnel make up the Air 
Task Group, the Special Operations Task Group and Task Group Taji, and together form the 
ADF’s contribution to the international effort to combat the Daesh threat in Iraq.   
 
Task Group Taji 3 consists of around 300 Australian Defence Force personnel drawn largely 
from the Australian Army’s 1st Brigade, alongside approximately 105 New Zealand Defence 
Force personnel. 

  

Parade to mark the Transfer of Authority at  the Taji 
Military Complex in Iraq 
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Institute News 
 

Governance Reform – RUSI Australia:  The National Council of our national body, the Royal 
United Services Institute of Australia, has applied to become a company limited by 
guarantee and to register the new company as: “Royal United Services Institute for Defence 
and Security Studies – Australia”.  These changes will strengthen our corporate governance 
and bring our name back into conformity with that of our fraternal organisation in the 
United Kingdom.  The name also will make the nature of our business clearer to the public.  
It is anticipated that these changes will come into effect on or about 1 July 2016. 
 

RUSI-New South Wales: From 1 July 2016, our Office Manager/Librarian, Mrs Theodora Fox, 
will be reverting to the position of Office Manager and will be working two days per week, 
Mondays and Tuesdays.  Dr David Leece will assume the position of acting Library Manager. 
The Library will be open on Wednesdays and at other times by arrangement with David. 
Both office and Library will be closed on Mondays and Fridays.  These changes are an 
essential cost-saving measure following the withdrawal of Defence salary support for the 
Librarian position.  (The Office Manager position is funded by member subscriptions.) 
 

Queen’s Birthday Honours  
 

The Institute congratulates 
Captain Joseph Robert Crumlin, Mona Vale NSW  

who was awarded a Medal in the General Division of the Order of Australia for service to 
military history preservation. 

Special Notices for the Royal United Services Institute of New South Wales  

Expressions of Interest invited for position of Library Manager  

This is a part-time position which involves managing the Ursula Davidson Library at Level 
20, Defence Plaza, 270 Pitt Street, Sydney; and recruiting, training and supervising a 
team of Library volunteers.  The appointee will be expected to open the Library from 
11.00 am to 4.00 pm each Wednesday.  The Library which was established in 1889. It is a 
public library containing a nationally-significant collection of military literature, including 
books, journals, maps and other manuscripts dating from the late 18th century up to the 
present day.  It is open to both members and the public for study and research.  

 

The position would suit a retired person; or a defence/national security professional with 
flexible work arrangements, who seeks to build their professional profile and/or earn 
continuing professional education credits.  The position does not attract remuneration. 

 

Applicants should have an ability to work autonomously, a client service culture, strong 
inter-personal and communication skills, and proficiency in Microsoft Office. Experience 
in library management and an interest in defence and national security would be an 
advantage.  

 

Closing date: The position will remain open until filled. 
Inquiries: Dr David Leece 0418 163 107 or email david.leece@bigpond.com.  
Expressions of Interest, including a brief CV, should be submitted by e-mail to 
office@rusinsw.org.au, with a copy to david.leece@bigpond.com 

mailto:david.leece@bigpond.com
mailto:office@rusinsw.org.au
mailto:david.leece@bigpond.com
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Upcoming RUSI NSW Events  
 

Tuesday 26 July 2016  Colonel Joe Matthews Former Commanding 
Officer of the 16th Infantry Battalion, Bihar Regiment, Indian Army - 
Subject: The Unknown story - the contribution of the 29th Indian 
Brigade and Indian Units at Gallipoli in 1915 .  This is open to any 
interested person. To be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, 
Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney.  Attendance fees are: Members 
$10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. 
Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost.   A sandwich 
lunch is also available from 12 noon  (cost: $8.00), but it must be 

ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before the lecture. 
 

Friday 19 August 2016   128th Anniversary Dinner will be held in the Grand 
Dining Room of the Masonic Club 169-171 Castlereagh Street Sydney at 7 
for 7.30 pm.  Guests-of-Honour: The Governor and Mrs Hurley on Friday 19 
August 2016 at  7 for 7.30pm Masonic Club, in the Grand Dining Room, 169-
171 Castlereagh Street, Sydney.  Dress:  Business formal 
Cost per head: $115.00  includes three courses and wine.  RSVP and 
payment required by Monday, 15th August 2016.   Registration form   
 

Tuesday 30 August  2016   Major General Stephen Porter, AM, – Subject: 
“The ADF Reserve Contribution to Australia’s defence”   This is open to any 
interested person. To be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 
280 Pitt Street, Sydney.  Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-
members $15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is 
available before the lecture at no cost.   A sandwich lunch is also available 
from 12 noon  (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the office 
(9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before the lecture. 

 

Tuesday 27 September 2016 Military History Seminar “Australia’s contribution to the 
Somme Campaign in 1916” – A number of eminent military historians who are members of 
the Institute's Special Interest Group on Military History will outline the Australian 
contribution to the 1916 Somme Campaign, including the battles at Fromelles, Pozieres and 
Mouquet Farm, and expose some of the myths surrounding these battles.  
 

Key Note Address: Brigadier Bryce Fraser RFD ED (Ret’d)  
Speakers: Lieutenant Colonel Peter Sweeney RFD (Ret’d)  
Lieutenant Colonel Ron Lyons RFD (Ret’d)  
Major John Hitchen RFD (Ret’d) 
Major General Paul Irving AM PSM RFD (Ret’d)  
Registration and cost to be advised.   

Monday 26 September 2016 (Start Time: 5:15 pm), RUSI of NSW Annual General 
Meeting  Sydney Mechanics School of Arts Theatre Level 1, 280 Pitt Street, City. CALL 
FOR COUNCIL NOMINATIONS specifically for a new Secretary, and Councillors. 
Nominations are open for Councillors, RUSI NSW members who are appropriately 

qualified are asked to consider nomination. Please call the office for a nomination form. 

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/128Dinner2016.pdf
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Recent Past Events of the Institute   
 

31 May 2016 - Seminar on Military Strategy "The Strategic Significance of Cyber and Space"   
at Parliament House, Macquarie Street, Sydney This was an outstanding event which 
certainly achieved its aim which was to increase the understanding in the broader 
community of the nature and strategic significance of Cyber and Space; and contribute to 
the continuing professional education of defence and national security professionals. An 
expert panel led by Mr Stephen Meekin, AM, Deputy Secretary Department of Defence 
explained the significance of these two domains via a series of presentations on different 
aspects of the topic and then debated key issues  to emerge during the presentations.  The 
expert panel included of Mr Stephen Meekin AM, Mr Clive Lines,  Air Commodore Stephen 
Osborne CSC, Professor Jill Slay AM, and Brigadier Marcus Thompson AM.  His Excellency, 
General The Honourable David Hurley, AC, DSC (Ret’d), Governor of New South Wales and 
Patron of the Royal United Services Institute of New South Wales, opened the seminar.    

Presenters L to R: Mr Stephen Meekin AM. AIRCDRE Stephen Osborne CSC. BRIG Marcus Thompson AM, PROF Jill 
Slay AM. His Excellency, General The Honourable David Hurley, AC, DSC (Ret’d). GPCAPT Doug Roser. Captain The 
Honourable Reverend Fred Nile, ED, LTh, MLC. MAJGEN Paul Irving, AM, PSM, RFD (Ret'd). BRIG David Leece, 
PSM, RFD, ED (Ret'd). Mr Clive Lines. AVM Brent Espeland, AM (Ret'd). 
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31 May 2016 Seminar 
on Military Strategy 
"The Strategic 
Significance of Cyber 
and Space"  at 
Parliament House - a 
capacity audience.   
 
See next page for 
image captions 
Images by John 
Hutcheson and 
Theodora Fox 
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Tuesday 28 June Lunchtime Lecture Presented by  MAJGEN P.W. Gilmore, AO, DSC, 
Commander, Forces Command.  Subject  “Raising and training an army  in the 21st century".   
Clockwise from top left: MAJGEN P.W. Gilmore, AO, DSC, before and during his lecture. Visiting 
CMDR Leon Volz and LCDR Richard Neville.  RUSI member asking a question.  RUSI members John 

McDonagh and Peter Cameron in the audience. MAJGEN P.W. Gilmore, AO, DSC and RUSI 
Councillor LTCOL Ken Broadhead, RFD (Ret'd).   Images by John Hutcheson and Theodora Fox 

 

From previous page - Seminar on Military Strategy "The Strategic Significance of Cyber and Space" clockwise 
from top right: A capacity audience.  BRIG Marcus Thompson AM addressing the audience from the panel.  RUSI 
Vice-President MAJGEN Paul Irving AM, PSM, RFD (Ret'd) speaking to CMDR Ben HISSINK. The SSCS Panel.  RUSI 
Councillors (L to R) RUSI NSW Treasurer Graham Brown, LTCOL Lyall Wood (Ret'd), CAPT Matthew Seabrook. Mr 
Clive Lines addressing the audience from the panel.   

 



9 

 

Page | 9                 Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute New South Wales               ABN 80 724 654 162 
                www.rusinsw.org.au    office@rusinsw.org.au     Telephone: (02) 9393 2325               Fax: (02) 9393 3543 

 

 

Monday 27th June :  Staff Development presentation at HMAS KUTTABUL.  
Clockwise from top left: COMMODORE MIKE CLAPP CB RN (RET’D) Commander of the Amphibious Task 
Force in the Falklands Campaign presented "Leadership at all levels: Lessons from the Falklands Campaign". 
RUSI Councillor LTCOL Ken Broadhead, RFD (Ret'd) presenting CDRE Clapp with an RUSI tie. RUSI member 
John Petteit and Commander Morris.  Capacity audience for the lecture with a great turn-out by the Navy.   
Hosts CDRE M.K.M. Wise, OAM, RAN, Commodore Warfare of the RAN Australian Maritime Warfare Centre 
and RUSI Councillor Professor Michael Hough AM RFD ED provided introductory remarks.   Images by John 
Hutcheson and Theodora Fox 
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Upcoming Events by other Organisations  
 
Friday 1 July 2016    The University of New South Wales Association Mid-Year Lunch in the 
ISC Room at the Royal Automobile Club at 89 Macquarie Street (12.30pm for 1pm).   
Members' partners and friends are also most welcome to attend, and the cost will be 
$110.00 per person, with payment on the day by cheque or by cash.   RSVP by Friday 24th 
June 2016 to the Secretary, Peter Godfrey, at afbanc1@bigpond.net.au or phone him on 
0438 555 303. 
 

August 2016    In August, RUSI-NSW military historian and battlefield guide, Dennis 
Weatherall, will be leading a tour of Vietnam War battlefields, culminating in attendance at 
the 50th Anniversary Memorial Service of the Battle of Long Tan on 18 August. The tour will 
be conducted by Battlefields of the World.  Tour details, including daily itineraries and costs, 
can be viewed at: www.battlefieldsoftheworld.com.au. Enquiries: Dennis Weatherall T: 02 
9520 6023; M: 0428 280 536; E: dweatherall_eng@bigpond.com. 

 
General Defence News  
 
Air Force conducts mid-winter air drop for Australian Antarctic Division 
 
On 8 June a Royal Australian Air Force C-17A Globemaster III 
strategic transport aircraft from Number 36 Squadron 
successfully performed an air drop mission over Antarctica 
in support of the Australian Antarctic Division (AAD) building 
on the summer drop previously conducted in February 2016.  
This most recent air drop provides the Royal Australian Air 
Force with an all-season resupply capability and the ability 
to provide support to the current expeditioners on the 
continent. The air drop consisted of pallets containing 
supplies for vehicles and plant equipment, medical supplies 
and personal mail.      C-17A aircraft was pre-positioned at 
Avalon airfield to allow the crew to confirm suitable weather 
over Casey drop zone, approximately 70 kilometres from 
Wilkins Aerodrome. The load was delivered using the A22–
High Velocity Container Delivery System. 
 
Officer Commanding Number 86 Wing, Group Captain Adam 
Williams, said it was a great operation for both 
organisations.   “The opportunity to support the AAD in this 
resupply demonstrates the Air Force’s progression to a year 
round resupply capability to the AAD research stations,” 
Group Captain Williams said.  “We previously made an air drop via a helibox in February this 
year, which was successful. Using a different air drop method, such as the high velocity drop, 
we can increase the loads and perform the airdrop with a higher tolerance for inclement 
weather.  “This delivery system allows the loads to fall at a higher speed, reducing the time 
spent in the air and limits the effect of the wind during the descent.” 
 

The C-17A Globemaster III loading Squirrel 
Helicopters on Wilkins Runway Antarctica.on 
the 13 of March 2016. . 
 

mailto:afbanc1@bigpond.net.au
http://www.battlefieldsoftheworld.com.au/
mailto:dweatherall_eng@bigpond.com
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Globemaster aircraft from Number 36 Squadron completed five trial flights to Antarctica 
between November 2015 and February 2016. Based out of Hobart airport, each flight 
travelled around 3450km return to Wilkins Aerodrome. 
 
Australia’s first P-8A Poseidon aircraft has completed its maiden flight 
 
On 25 May Australia’s first P-8A Poseidon aircraft flew a short distance from Renton Airfield 
to Boeing Field in Washington State USA, to where the P-8A’s sophisticated mission systems 
will be installed as part of project AIR 7000.  The $5.4 billion P-8A program will provide 
Australia’s future manned maritime patrol and response aircraft capability, replacing in part 
the AP-3C Orion aircraft.   The P-8A Poseidon is 39.5 metres long, has a maximum takeoff 
weight of 85,820kg and a wingspan of 37.6m. Powered by two jet engines, it has a top speed 
is 907km/h with a maximum range of 7,500km. 
 
Head of Aerospace Division, Air Vice 
Marshal (AVM) Catherine Roberts today 
congratulated Defence’s cooperative 
program partner, the United States along 
with prime contractor Boeing Defence 
Space and Security, on achieving this 
significant milestone.  “This major 
acquisition is creating opportunities for 
Australian defence industry to participate in 
maintenance and to develop training 
facilities and infrastructure” AVM Roberts 
said. 
    
“Aircraft production includes around $25 
million of high-tech production work 
undertaken by local subsidiary, Boeing Aerostructures Australia.  “The primary roles of the P-
8A include the detection and response to naval surface and submarine threats, surveillance 
and reconnaissance, and assisting in search and rescue operations.” 
 
With a saving of US$260m compared to the initial budget, the P-8A Poseidon aircraft were 
acquired through a cooperative program with the United States Navy and contracted to 
Boeing Defence Space and Security.  
 
A Royal Australian Air Force crew will fly the aircraft to Australia in late 2016 following post-
production checks and acceptance. 
  

Defence Exercises  
 
US Marines embark on HMAS Adelaide 
 
Royal Australian Navy, Australian Army, US Army and US Marines from the 2016 Marine 
Rotational Force – Darwin (MRF-D) forces embarked on 16 June on HMAS Adelaide to transit 
from Brisbane to Adelaide to join Exercise Hamel.  The transit on HMAS Adelaide from 15-23 
June provides an opportunity for both forces to practice joint training in a range of areas and 

The first P-8A aircraft for the Royal Australian Air Force leaves 
Renton Field for Boeing Field in nearby Seattle, marking its 
transfer from Commercial Airplanes to Boeing Defense, Space & 
Security for final completion 
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work closely together on their amphibious interoperability. The training better positions 
Australia and the United States to respond together to regional contingencies, such as a 
need for humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, which would include the delivery of aid 
supplies, personnel and equipment to countries in the region. 
 
HMAS Adelaide‘s sister ship HMAS Canberra was used when Australian Defence Force 
personnel deployed on Operation FIJI ASSIST in March this year. At its peak, approximately 
1,000 ADF personnel helped to provide shelter, access to medical facilities and other 
emergency relief. 
 
This year the 1,250 US Marines involved 
in the Marine Rotational Force-Darwin 
are participating in a number of 
activities with the Australian Defence 
Force in Australia including Exercise 
Southern Jackaroo in Queensland, 
Exercise Hamel in South Australia and 
Exercises’ Koolendong and Kowari in the 
Northern Territory.  Australian and US 
Marine forces are working together to 
increase practical cooperation with 
other countries in the region in a 
manner that promotes security and stability. 
 

Defence Industry   
 

Showcasing innovative defence technologies 

The Defence Science and Technology Group (DST) 
staged open days at its Melbourne laboratory for 
industry and academia to showcase innovative 
technologies being developed to give the 
Australian Defence Force a capability edge.   The 
Partnerships Week event (6 to 10 June) was part 
of DST’s outreach campaign for closer ties with 
companies, universities and public research 
organisations to undertake collaborative research 
projects for Defence capability.  Chief Defence 
Scientist, Dr Alex Zelinsky, said Partnerships Week 
was based on the successful event held in 
Adelaide last year.  “Our industry and university 
partners have said they value the interaction with 
our scientists and the opportunity to get involved 
with the specialist work we do for Australia’s 
defence and national security,” he said.  The event 
included site tours, technology demonstrations, 
research capability displays, and access to Defence researchers to discuss new and emerging 
capabilities. 

Royal Australian  Navy HMAS Adelaide off the North Qld coast during 
Sea Explorer 2016 on 26 May 2016 

The latest generation of combat body armour and 
uniform is tested for a simulated hot environment 
on a sweating mannequin at the Fishermans Bend 
complex during the Defence Science and 
Technology Group's Partnerships Week. 
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Among the attractions were unmanned aerial vehicles in flight to map an urban 
environment, the testing of body armour on sweating mannequins, electrochemical 
materials for next-generation camouflage, acoustic tiles for Australia’s stealth submarines, 
and aircraft wings being tested to extend the life of jetfighters.   Dr Zelinsky said DST had the 
responsibility for managing the $730 million Next Generation Technology Fund identified in 
the White Paper.  “To deliver on the Next Generation Technology Program, collaboration 
with industry and academia is critical, requiring multidisciplinary research by large teams 
working across institutional and national boundaries,” he said.  “Partnerships Week allows 
potential partner organisations to understand our current capabilities and future research 
priorities and explore R&D funding opportunities for Defence innovation.” 

The week-long event also included a day dedicated to opportunities in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) for science teachers and students.  “We need to grow 
the pool of future scientists that Defence can draw on in the years ahead, so we have 
initiatives in place to encourage the study of STEM subjects,” Dr Zelinsky said. 

One step closer to hypersonic flight 
 

On 18 May Chief Defence Scientist Dr Alex Zelinsky 
today congratulated an Australian-United States team 
on the success of an experimental hypersonic flight at 
the Woomera Test Range.  
 
The experimental rocket reached an apogee of 278 km, 
achieving the targeted speed of Mach 7.5 (seven and a 
half times the speed of sound).  The experimental flight 
was undertaken as part of a joint research program, 
HIFiRE (Hypersonic International Flight Research 
Experimentation Program) being conducted by the 
Defence Science and Technology Group and the US Air 
Force Research Laboratory with Boeing and the 
University of Queensland providing expert technical 
design and analysis.  

“The success of this test launch takes us one step closer 
to the realisation of hypersonic flight,” Dr Zelinsky said.  
Hypersonic flight, involving speeds of more than five 
times the speed of sound, has the potential to provide 
immense social and economic benefits.   “It is a game-changing technology identified in the 
2016 Defence White Paper and could revolutionise global air travel, providing cost-effective 
access to space,” Dr Zelinsky said.  
 
Boeing’s chief scientist for hypersonics Kevin Bowcutt said the HIFiRE program will 
accelerate the development of operational hypersonic systems by producing valuable 
scientific flight data.  Professor Michael Smart from the University of Queensland praised the 
highly skilled individuals involved in the program and said they were placing the Australian 
aerospace industry on the international stage.  
 

HIFiRE 5b trial -  one of a series of 10 flight 
experiments under the Australia-US 
collaborative project Hypersonic International 
Flight Research and Experimentation 
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The program is aimed at exploring the fundamental technologies critical to the realisation of 
sustained hypersonic flight.   The HIFiRE team has already achieved some significant 
milestones such as the design, assembly and pre-flight testing of the hypersonic vehicles and 
the design of complex avionics and flight systems. More test flights are scheduled in the next 
two years. 

 
International  
 
Message from Dr Karin von Hippel, Director-General, RUSI, in the RUSI FOCUS Issue 78 in 
May 2016 
With the changes occurring within RUSI Australia, this message from the current Director 
General, RUSI, from the current RUSI Focus Issue 78 provides an insight into the role and 
status of the RUSI which RUSI Australia hopes to achieve in the future. 
  
Dear friends,  
 
RUSI highlights from the month of May include a visit to Japan, welcoming several 
international leaders from Central Asia and the Middle East to RUSI, and hosting events on 
UK defence and the EU Referendum. 
 
In mid-May, I had the pleasure of 
leading a delegation to Tokyo to meet 
with Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and 
Japanese defence and security officials. 
RUSI’s delegation, which included 
Associate Director Dr Jonathan Eyal 

and Director of RUSI Japan Dr Chiaki 
Akimoto, discussed UK–Japan relations and international security dynamics. We also held 
discussions in anticipation of the 3rd RUSI Security Dialogue, which will be held in Tokyo late 
Autumn 2016 so as to coincide with the first UK-Japan joint air exercise. The UK’s expanding 
relationship with Japan will bolster security in the Asia-Pacific region and beyond, and RUSI 
has played an active role in shaping the debate about the nature of this relationship. 
  
While in Tokyo, Jonathan and I also gave a seminar on global efforts to counter Daesh for the 
policy community, and we briefed Japanese journalists on relevant security and defence 
issues. We also discussed the recently published (early May) Daesh database which Sky News 
shared with RUSI: RUSI’s analysis of the leaked recruitment files revealed important details 
about how Daesh administers its territory, how it recruits individuals and what it has learned 
from organisations such as Al-Qa’ida. 
 
This month RUSI also upheld its role as the podium of choice for leading international figures, 
with speakers including HE President Ashraf Ghani of Afghanistan, and HRH Prince Turki al 
Faisal, former Saudi Ambassador to the UK and the US, who discussed the challenges facing 
their respective regions. 
  
RUSI also hosted Mr Tomasz Szatkowski, Poland’s Under-Secretary of State for Defence, who 
briefed RUSI Members on Polish defence considerations ahead of the NATO Warsaw Summit 

UK Defence Secretary Fallon visits Japan in 2016. Image RUSI UK 

https://my.rusi.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2frusi.org%2fpublication%2fconference-reports%2fnew-dimension-uk%25E2%2580%2593japan-security-co-operation&srcid=64657&srctid=1&erid=4571383&trid=f4f18166-fdd2-4188-b301-7a467d722601
https://my.rusi.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2frusi.org%2fcommentary%2ffriends-sponsors-and-bureaucracy-initial-look-daesh-database&srcid=64657&srctid=1&erid=4571383&trid=f4f18166-fdd2-4188-b301-7a467d722601
https://my.rusi.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2frusi.org%2fevent%2fhe-president-mohammad-ashraf-ghani-fifth-wave-political-violence&srcid=64657&srctid=1&erid=4571383&trid=f4f18166-fdd2-4188-b301-7a467d722601
https://my.rusi.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2frusi.org%2fevent%2fcrises-or-opportunities-reflection-economic-political-and-security-challenges-kingdom-saudi&srcid=64657&srctid=1&erid=4571383&trid=f4f18166-fdd2-4188-b301-7a467d722601
https://my.rusi.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2frusi.org%2fevent%2fcrises-or-opportunities-reflection-economic-political-and-security-challenges-kingdom-saudi&srcid=64657&srctid=1&erid=4571383&trid=f4f18166-fdd2-4188-b301-7a467d722601
https://my.rusi.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2frusi.org%2fevent%2fnato-warsaw-summit-challenge-ahead&srcid=64657&srctid=1&erid=4571383&trid=f4f18166-fdd2-4188-b301-7a467d722601
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in July. The question of Eastern European security is likely to be at the heart of the discussions 
in Warsaw as NATO debates how it should react to a resurgent and revanchist Russia. As part 
of its work in the former Soviet space, RUSI partnered with Georgia’s Ministry of Defence to 
lead the discussion on the challenges of hybrid warfare 10th annual Georgia Defence and 
Security Conference held in Tbilisi. 
  
RUSI’s reputation for leading cutting-edge research programmes will be enhanced by a new 
research initiative to examine the military covenant, a pact between the military and broader 
society. In collaboration with the Nationwide Building Society, RUSI will look at the 
application and enforcement of  covenants covering the corporate, military and community 
sectors since the scheme was launched in 2012. 
 
Finally, with less than a month to go until the EU Referendum, RUSI hosted Sir Simon Fraser, 
Former Permanent Under-Secretary of State and Head of the Diplomatic Service, who spoke 
on the potential impact of Brexit and its likely diplomatic consequences. Three commentaries 
are available on the RUSI website and featured in the forthcoming RUSI Journal — on the 
current EU debate: Professor Sir Michael How ard details how the referendum fits into the 
long history of the UK’s relationship 
with mainland Europe; the Rt Hon 
Dr Julian Lewis MP argues that the 
EU is a threat to peace; while 
Professor Christopher Coker argues 
that a Brexit would leave the EU 
weakened, benefiting Russia and 
China. 
 
In a paper to be released on Friday, 
3 June 2016, RUSI’s Deputy 
Director-General Professor Malcolm 
Chalmers also enters the debate, 
drawing on his experience of the 
UK’s Strategic Defence and Security Review (SDSR) to examine the impact that Brexit might 
have on UK defence spending and strategic priorities. 
  
Full coverage of our EU Referendum activities can be found online: RUSI.org/EUVote 
 
Vice Adm. Ted Branch: Roles of Electronic and Information Warfare Staring to Blend as 
Community Matures –USNI News 05/18/2016 
 

As a follow up to the Institutes recent outstanding Seminar on Cyber and Space, the 
following article by John Grady is reproduced in the USNI News 05/18/2016,  
 
“Vice Adm. Ted Branch, deputy chief of Naval Operations for Information Warfare. US Navy 
Photo,  United States Navy’s senior information warfare officer defined the terrain he is 
working in as a combination of electronic and cyber warfare with a goal for this year 
updating the service and joint strategies to create a set of guidance for the community that, 
“means something.” 

Image source: RUSI UK 

https://my.rusi.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2frusi.org%2frusi-news%2frusi-10th-georgia-defence-and-security-conference&srcid=64657&srctid=1&erid=4571383&trid=f4f18166-fdd2-4188-b301-7a467d722601
https://my.rusi.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2frusi.org%2frusi-news%2frusi-10th-georgia-defence-and-security-conference&srcid=64657&srctid=1&erid=4571383&trid=f4f18166-fdd2-4188-b301-7a467d722601
https://my.rusi.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2frusi.org%2frusi-news%2fresearch-project-military-covenant-scheme-announced&srcid=64657&srctid=1&erid=4571383&trid=f4f18166-fdd2-4188-b301-7a467d722601
https://my.rusi.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2frusi.org%2fmultimedia%2fbritain-or-out-thoughts-senior-diplomat&srcid=64657&srctid=1&erid=4571383&trid=f4f18166-fdd2-4188-b301-7a467d722601
https://my.rusi.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2frusi.org%2fmultimedia%2fbritain-or-out-thoughts-senior-diplomat&srcid=64657&srctid=1&erid=4571383&trid=f4f18166-fdd2-4188-b301-7a467d722601
https://my.rusi.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2frusi.org%2fpublication%2frusi-journal%2fbetter-or-out-historical-background&srcid=64657&srctid=1&erid=4571383&trid=f4f18166-fdd2-4188-b301-7a467d722601
https://my.rusi.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2frusi.org%2fpublication%2frusi-journal%2feuropean-union-threat-peace&srcid=64657&srctid=1&erid=4571383&trid=f4f18166-fdd2-4188-b301-7a467d722601
https://my.rusi.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2frusi.org%2fpublication%2frusi-journal%2feuropean-union-threat-peace&srcid=64657&srctid=1&erid=4571383&trid=f4f18166-fdd2-4188-b301-7a467d722601
https://rusi.org/tandf.php?ru=http%3A//www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03071847.2016.1183437
https://rusi.org/brexit
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Speaking at the Navy League’s Sea-Air-
Space 2016 Exposition, Vice Adm. Ted 
Branch said, “We’ve moved more into 
warfighting” in ways similar to undersea 
and space. He said the reception in the Navy 
to the shift has given information warfare 
more recognition and more acceptance in 
the service. It means being seen “not just as 
enablers” in providing information 
technology but as a warfighting community. 

 
As an example of the change in approach not 
only in the United States but with allies as 
well, the U.K. will be hosting an information warrior exercise in two years with a number of 
nations participating. It likely would be similar to the Rim of the Pacific international 
exercises the United States hosts, he said.   As information warfare matures there’s more and 
more overlap between electronic warfare, he said.  But another aspect of the changes 
occurring in information warfare and cyber is a question is at what level of authority can 
engage. The authority to use cyber effects is now held at a very high level. The question for 
the future though is: “Who’s going to do it?”   Branch said there has been a cultural change 
in the Navy where commanders now recognize cyber is part of their business. Inside the Navy 
itself there is a recognition when it come to cyber that “building a wall is not enough.” The 
emphasis is being put on being able to “fight through and be resilient” to “continue the fight 
with the systems we have available.”  
 
Branch also has been preaching Cyber Safe, an approach that is modeled on SUBSAFE, steps 
the Navy took following the loss of Thresher in 1963.  Through SUBSAFE Sailors were taught 
the tenets of what needed to receive special handling and why things were being done 
certain ways. “It was there to save their life,” he said.  After his presentation, Branch part of 
Cyber Safe also would involve the supply chain.  We need to “know where it came from, who 
has touched it,” Branch told USNI News.  “All will be documented.”   That means trusting the 
components to ensure there are “no additives” [malware or defects] in it. “We will 
increasingly have to take those kinds of steps” to ensure integrity. While it can be done now 
to trace a component all the way through the chain from manufacturer to installation, “it’s 
just very expensive.”  
 
Branch said in his presentation, “We still buy information technology … like we buy a ship.” 
He added, “We have to get better at that. …Right now our acquisition system isn’t set up to 
do” the designer approach to a situation but a builder’s approach to address a need or meet 
a requirement. Internally, Branch said information warfare has changed its accessions policy 
and “looks more like the rest of the Navy.” It is in the process of standing up an information-
type commander to do “the man, train equip function” and provide “the waterfront touch.” 
 
 
 

Vice Adm. Ted Branch, deputy chief of Naval Operations for 
Information Warfare. Image Source: US Navy Photo 
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About the RUSI of NSW 

 

Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the 
Royal United Services Institute of New South Wales today is one of seven self-
governing constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute of Australia.   

 
The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness 
and understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  
 

 contributes to the national debate on defence and national security policy; 

 publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 

 arranges regular lectures and seminars on defence and national security issues and 
occasionally on military history; 

 organises visits to defence and security establishments; 

 operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from 
the late 18th century to the current day; and 

 conducts social and networking functions for members. 
 
The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson Library are on Level 20, Defence Plaza, 270 
Pitt Street, Sydney – very close to Town Hall and Museum railway stations. Tea/coffee and 
biscuits are available without charge and members and visitors are encouraged to use the 
facilities for reading or research, or just as a base when visiting the city of Sydney.   However, 
prior to visiting, please contact the Office Manager to arrange access to the Office. For 
additional information please visit our website at www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at 
(02) 9393 2325. 
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