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Introduction
Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, Inc the
aim of which is to provide members, stakeholders, and other interested
parties up to date news of our latest activities and events as well as
selective information on defence issues.
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and
recipients are not required to be a member of the Institute. Invite your
colleagues to receive this newsletter by going to the newsletter page
on the Institute’s website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter
where they can register their email contact details.

Latest News
North Korea: Our Strategic Challenge – Speech by Minister for Foreign Affairs
the Hon Julie Bishop MP at the Menzies Research Centre National Security
Network Breakfast
The Minister for Foreign Affairs, the
Hon Julie Bishop MP, delivered a
speech on 28 November in which she
concluded:
“Australia believes that we need to
maintain the diplomatic and economic
pressure on North Korea – it’s not yet
economically isolated to a point where
Pyongyang will recalculate the risks of
continuing down its current path.
Foreign Minister Julie Bishop addresses guests and staff at the launch of
the 2017 Foreign Policy White Paper. 23 November 2017

We support the measures that the
United States, Japan and South Korea
have taken in terms of military
response because North Korea must be deterred from continuing down this path of
developing illegal weapons and threatening its neighbours and the region.
So Australia is part of a collective strategy to impose pressure to compel North Korea back to
the negotiating table and in the meantime deter it from taking any risks or unpredictable
acts that could threaten our neighbourhood.”
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The full speech can be accessed here:
https://foreignminister.gov.au/speeches/Pages/2017/jb_sp_171128.aspx
During the speech the Minister referred to the Foreign Policy White Paper, released on 24
November, and urged that it be read on line. It can be accessed here
https://www.fpwhitepaper.gov.au/foreign-policy-white-paper

HMAS Newcastle returns from Middle East mission
HMAS Newcastle returned to her home port of Fleet Base East, Garden Island, Sydney, on 3
December after a six month deployment to the Middle East region.
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, welcomed 230 members of the ship’s
company home from the deployment, which included counter-terrorism and counter-piracy
patrols as part of the Combined Maritime Forces and a two-week attachment with the US
Navy’s Fifth Fleet in the Arabian Gulf. Minister Payne said Newcastle’s company had
continued Australia’s reputation for professionalism and cooperation with international
partners.
“Newcastle has maintained Australia’s
high standing in the Combined
Maritime Forces, proving our ongoing
commitment to the security of the
Middle East region,” Minister Payne
said. “The Royal Australian Navy has
again proven a potent and capable
asset in the fight against terrorist
operations and the illegal activities that
fund them. “This deployment included
the first simultaneous operation of
manned and unmanned aircraft in
Operation Manitou, with Newcastle’s HMAS Newcastle sails towards the Sydney Harbour Bridge as she returns
MH-60R Seahawk helicopter and from the Middle East region
ScanEagle Unmanned Aerial System
employed on a concurrent surface search tasking in the Gulf of Oman.” “The cooperative
employment of both aviation platforms provided a strong deterrence against illegal
activity.”
The arrival home of the Newcastle signified the last deployment of an Adelaide class guided
missile frigate to the region, with future rotations to be fulfilled by upgraded Anzac class
helicopter frigates.

Australia and Fiji reaffirm strengthening security relationship
Australia and Fiji reaffirmed our two nations’ commitment to strengthening our defence
relationship following a successful bilateral defence ministers’ meeting in Nadi on 2
November. Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, and Fiji’s Minister for
National Security and Defence, the Hon Ratu Inoke Kubuabola MP, discussed our growing
bilateral defence relationship and regional security interests. The program included a
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meeting with Commander of the Republic of Fiji Military Forces, Rear Admiral Viliame
Naupoto, and a tour of Fiji’s Blackrock peacekeeping training facility.
“Fiji is an important partner to Australia in the
South Pacific and we have a long history of
defence cooperation focused on maritime
security, humanitarian assistance, disaster relief
and peacekeeping,” Minister Payne said.
Minister Payne and Minister Kubuabola agreed
to strengthen the Australia-Fiji defence
relationship by establishing formal annual
Australia-Fiji Defence Ministers’ meetings. “I
am pleased we are establishing a new Defence
Ministerial Meeting between Australia and Fiji,
as this further demonstrates our enduring
commitment to deepening our defence
relationship”, Minister Payne said.
Minister Payne also offered a package of
support for Fiji’s Blackrock training facility,
worth approximately $2 million, which Minister
Kubuabola accepted. This package will further
enhance our defence cooperation in the area of
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief and
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne
peacekeeping. “Supporting the Republic of Fiji
Military Forces to construct a humanitarian supplies warehouse at its Blackrock training
facility will enhance Fiji’s ability to respond to natural disasters and other humanitarian
crises in Fiji and the region,” Minister Payne said. “I was pleased to also offer the
establishment of an Australian Defence Force (ADF) instructor position at the base to
enhance the Republic of Fiji Military Forces’ peacekeeping capability. “Australia appreciates
the force protection role of the Republic of Fiji Military Forces, for United Nations
peacekeepers, including ADF personnel in the Golan Heights and Syria.”

Institute News
New Members A special welcome is extended to the following new members:

Lieutenant Evan Healy RAN,
Mr Paul Mitrovich,
Colonel Edward McCann,
Professor Paul Dibb AM and
Mr Peter Hartcher
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Upcoming Institute Lunchtime Lectures and Events
Tuesday 16th January 2018 Speaker: Dr Michael
Molkentin,
UNSW/Shellharbour
Anglican
College Subject: Prophecy, Policy & Practice:
Air Power between the Wars
Sydney Mechanics School of Arts Theatre Level
1, 280 Pitt Street, Sydney
This is open to any interested person and will be
held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level
1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney – start time: 1pm.
Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non- Image Source:
https://www.michaelmolkentin.com/
members $15.00.
Pre-event
registration
is
unnecessary.
Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost. A sandwich lunch is also available from
12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 1 pm on
Monday 15th January 2018 before the lecture.

Tuesday 27 February 2018 Speaker: Deputy Commissioner, Mandy
Newton APM,
Subject: How the Australian Border Force is Protecting Australia’s
National Security
Sydney Mechanics School of Arts Theatre Level 1, 280 Pitt Street,
Sydney. Start time: 1pm
Image source: Australian Public Service Commission

Thursday 15th March Visit Georges Heights
Japanese Attack on Sydney Harbour presented by
LTCOL Peter Sweeney & Tunnels Inspection guided by
Chris Ballantine
Image Source Flicker
https://www.flickr.com/photos/anmm_thecommons/8721378457

Tuesday 27 March 2018
Subject: Challenges of Maintaining the Technological Edge in the Australian Army
Sydney Mechanics School of Arts Theatre Level 1, 280 Pitt Street, Sydney. Start time: 1pm
Tuesday 24th April 2018
Subject: Countering Violent Extremism in Australia
Sydney Mechanics School of Arts Theatre Level 1, 280 Pitt Street, Sydney. Start time: 1pm
Wednesday 30th May 2018
4th International Dialogue Managing Tensions in the South and East China Seas
NSW Parliament House Theatrette Start time 12.30
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Upcoming Events by other Organisations
Sunday 18th February 2018 – Exclusive Cruise on the Harbour –The Submarine Attack on
Sydney Harbour. The attack on Sydney Harbour, by midget submarines of the Imperial
Japanese Navy, on the night of 31st May 1942, brought the war to Australia’s doorstep. Peter
Grose, author of A Very Rude Awakening: The night the Japanese midget subs came to
Sydney, published by Allen & Unwin, is coming to Australia early in 2018. Battle Honours
Australia Pty Ltd has organised an exclusive boat cruise on the harbour with Peter providing
a commentary on the events of the night of 31 st May – 1st June, leaving from Casino Wharf at
11:00am. The cruise will include welcome on board tea/coffee, buffet Lunch, afternoon
tea/coffee, a cash bar, a copy of one of Peter Grose’s books (the rrp for each book is $32.95),
autographed by the author:A Very Rude Awaking: The night the Japanese midget subs came
to Sydney Harbour, or An Awkward Truth, The Bombing of Darwin, and a wreath laying
ceremony off Garden Island. The cost is $85 per person – for bookings please go to:
www.battle-honours.com.au

Recent Past Events of the Institute

Tuesday 24 November 2017 Presentation by General Stanley McChrystal, US Army (Ret’D)
Subject “Leading in Uncertainty” held in the Mitchell Theatre, Level 1, Sydney Mechanics’
School of Arts, 280 Pitt Street.
Wednesday 6 December 2017 Christmas Lunch Celebration held at the Castlereagh Boutique
Hotel
Tuesday 11 December 2017 Presentation by Peter Hartcher Journalist and Author, Subject:
“Sir Hermann Black Lecture: The year in review”, held in the Mitchell Theatre, Level 1,
Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, 280 Pitt Street.
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Lunchtime Lecture held 24
November 2017
Speaker: General Stanley
McChrystal, US Army
(Ret’d)
Subject: Leading in
Uncertainty
Images: John Hutcheson
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RUSIDSSNSW Christmas Lunch held 6
December 2017
Images: Ken Broadhead
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Sir Hermann Black
Lecture
held 11 December 2017
Speaker: Peter Hartcher
Subject: The year in
review
Images: John Hutcheson
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General DefenceNews
Minister for Defence Industry and Minister for Defence - Revolutionary new
Battlefield Command System for the Army
The way wars are fought on the modern battlefield will be revolutionised with a new
Battlefield Command System for the Army. Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon
Christopher Pyne MP and Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne announced
the approval of the Land 200 Tranche 2 Project 0n 28 November. Worth up to $1.4 billion,
the project will enhance the Australian Defence Force’s digital command, control and
communications systems and support hundreds of local jobs.

Land 200 Tranche 2 Battlefield Management System equipment on
display as part of a Defence Minister announcement at Canberra,
ACT

Minister Pyne said Harris Communications
Australia will deliver the tactical
communications
network,
including
encrypted radios, and Elbit Systems of
Australia will enhance the Battle
Management System software, which
tracks our units, delivered under Land 200
Tranche 1. “Together they form the
Battlefield Command System, which allows
commanders to plan, monitor, direct and
review operations in real time,” said
Minister Pyne.

Minister Payne said this will change the
way the Army fights by continuing its transformation from an analogue voice and paperbased force to a modern digital one. “It will improve our land combat and amphibious
warfare capabilities by providing fast, accurate information over secure and reliable digital
communications,” said Minister Payne. “The Battlefield Command System will integrate
with weapon systems in Australia’s tanks and future combat vehicles, increasing decision
speed and the ability to share information across the battlefield.”
Minister Pyne said Harris and Elbit’s Australian workforce will grow as a result of the
Turnbull Government’s investment. “Harris’ Australian workforce will increase by 70 to 120
positions in Brisbane and another 15 new positions will be established by their major
subcontractor, Boeing Defence Australia,” said Minister Pyne. “Elbit’s Australian workforce
to support Land 200 will grow by 70 to 122 with 67 in Brisbane and 55 in Melbourne.”
Australian industry involvement is valued around $215 million for acquisition and this is
expected to nearly double to around $400 million during project sustainment.

Joint Media Release - Prime Minister, Minister for Defence and Minister for
Defence Industry - $207 million for Nulka upgrade program
The following joint media release was made on 3 November 2017.
The Turnbull Government will strengthen the Australian Defence Force’s anti-ship missile
defence capability with a $207 million boost to the Nulka program. Nulka is a rocket
propelled active missile decoy designed to entice hostile radio frequency guided anti-ship
missiles away from a ship. Nulka has been protecting Australia’s major surface fleet units
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since its development and this upgrade will ensure the system remains at the cutting edge
into the future. Nulka will continue to be upgraded over the coming decades to keep pace
with anti-ship missile technologies and ensure our sailors have the best available protection
at sea.
The Nulka program is one of our nation’s largest and most successful defence exports
generating approximately $50 million a year in export revenue. The upgrading of the
launcher is expected to generate further export opportunities for our Australian defence
industry. Nulka was devised by Defence scientists and developed in Australia by BAE
Systems and is a great success story for Defence and Australian Industry working together.
This significant investment will continue Australia’s investment in the program and maintain
72 jobs annually across the country. The upgraded Nulka system will be installed in all Royal
Australian Navy frigates and Hobart class destroyers and introduced for the first time on the
Canberra Class Landing Helicopter Docks. The Turnbull Government’s focus and continued
investment in the Australian Defence Industry not only keeps all Australians safe but is
creating new advanced manufacturing jobs. We are developing the technology here and we
are making it here. The investment of $207 million to upgrade the Nulka system will occur
over the next 20 years.

Australia takes part in Operation Christmas Drop
The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF)
deployed a C-130J Hercules and crew to
Guam for Operation Christmas Drop 2017 on
7 December. Running from 7–15 December,
Operation Christmas Drop is the world’s
longest running humanitarian airdrop
exercise, providing aid to remote
communities across the West Pacific each
year.
Commander Air Mobility Group, Air
Commodore Richard Lennon, said Hercules
U.S. Air Force Capt. Jake Roney, 36th Airlift Squadron C-130
pilot, introduces aircrews from the Royal Australian Air Force to
transport aircraft would airdrop donated
U.S. members at Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, Dec. 4, 2015.
items, including construction materials,
Operation Christmas Drop 2015 is the first ever trilateral
training event that includes additional air support from the
fishing nets, rice, soccer balls, and school
Japan Air Self-Defense Force and Royal Australian Air Force.
supplies.
“Operation Christmas Drop
provides support to more than 20,000 people in remote communities spread over six million
square kilometres across the West Pacific, including, the Northern Marianas Islands,
Federated States of Micronesia, and Republic of Palau.” “The crews participating in the drop
have to plan and execute missions under challenging circumstances and deliver to an
unfamiliar drop zones. “Each container we deliver can weigh up to 200 kilograms, and must
be delivered with precision so that it can be safely recovered by these communities. “Many
of these communities have little physical contact with the outside world, and airdrop is an
excellent means of delivering supplies when there’s no other quick alternative, either due to
the distances involved or lack of available infrastructure.” Air Commodore Lennon said.
The United States Air Force first conducted Operation Christmas Drop in 1952, making an
impromptu delivery of items carried on board a WB-29 weather reconnaissance aircraft to
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the atoll of Kapingamarangi. This year marks the third consecutive occasion that the
Australian Defence Force has sent a C-130J Hercules and crew to participate, working
alongside counterparts from the United States and Japan.

ADF supports medical evacuation off WA coast
On 25 November the Australian Defence Force (ADF) assisted the Australian Maritime Safety
Authority (AMSA) with a medical evacuation operation off the coast of Western Australia.
Responding to a medical emergency, the ADF and AMSA successfully transferred a sailor
suffering a serious medical condition to Fremantle.. A Royal Australian Air Force C-17A
Globemaster dropped medical supplies and equipment to a sailing vessel competing in the
Clipper Round the World yacht race approximately 1800 nautical miles off the WA coast.
Contracted vessel MV Stoker then sailed from Fremantle with four Royal Australian Navy
medical personnel, including a doctor to help stabilise and transfer the patient at sea.

Navy Medical Officer, Lieutenant Ninian Melville (left), and Clinical
Manager, Chief Petty Officer Medic (U) Melissa Thomson, sit in the
Zodiac with the boat crew prior to being lowered from Rescue Gear
Ship, MV Stoker, for a Medical Evacuation on racing yacht CV 22
Garmin, in the Indian Ocean.

Chief of Joint Operations, Vice-Admiral
David Johnston said the ADF's support
highlighted its ability to assist during an
emergency in Australian waters. “This
mission, and its success, once again
shows that the Australian Defence Force
is ready to respond when called upon,”
Vice Admiral Johnston said.
“The
immediate response provided by our Air
Force assets, and Navy's subsequent
maritime support has ensured a positive
outcome in challenging circumstances.”
One civilian patient was successfully
transferred to medical care and is
receiving treatment.

Alan Lloyd, AMSA acting General
Manager Response, said the Indian
Ocean could be a challenging and remote environment for search and rescue operations.
“This medevac is a great example of how collaboration between search and rescue
authorities can overcome such challenges,” Mr Lloyd said.

Defence Exercises
Australian-US co-operation on display in Exercise Lightning Focus
Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) Aircraft from Williamtown and Amberley completed a
training exercise with United States Air Force B-1B Lancers from the United States’ Pacific Air
Force over the eastern coast of Australia. Exercise Lightning Focus included up to 30 jets
flying at any given time. Commander of RAAF’s Air Combat Group, Air Commodore Mike
Kitcher AM, said the integrated training between Australia and United States Pacific Air
Force was an important, on-going military activity. “The B-1B Lancers’ participation in this
exercise is part of the Enhanced Air Cooperation program, which aims to increase the
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interoperability between Australia and
the United States,” Air Commodore
Kitcher said. “Conducting these flying
activities is critical to our ongoing
regional partnerships, and provides
specific currency and qualification
training for our aircrew.”
Lightning Focus commenced on 20
November 2017 and wrapped up on 2
December 2017. Australian F/A-18F
Super Hornet and E/A-18G Growler
aircraft from RAAF Base Amberley, and F/A-18A Hornet from RAAF Base Williamtown
participated in the exercise. A KC-30A
Multi-role Tanker Transport from RAAF A United States Air Force Ground Crew member prepares to marshall
a B-1B Lancer aircraft to RAAF Base Amberley.
Base Amberley provided refuelling
operations for all RAAF aircraft flying
during the activity, and two E-7A Wedgetail aircraft from RAAF Base Williamtown provided
command and control of the exercise. The Pacific Air Forces Bomber Training Program
continues a long-standing and mutually beneficial program of combined training initiatives
and
exercises
involving
Australia
and
the
United
States.

Australia participates in multilateral maritime interdiction exercise
Over the period 6–7 November 2017, Royal
Australian Navy (RAN) frigates, HMA Ships
Parramatta and Melbourne, joined Republic of
Korea (ROK) destroyer, ROKS Sejeong The Great, and
US destroyer, USS Chafee to participate in a
multilateral maritime interdiction exercise off the
coast of Jeju, ROK. The exercise included observers
from Japan, Singapore, Canada, Germany and
Denmark.

HMAS Melbourne's boarding party enter the Rigid
Hull Inflatable Boat before boarding HMAS
Parramatta during a tri-lateral exercise with United
States and Republic of Korean Navies off the coast
of Jeju, South Korea.

Commander of the Joint Task Group, Captain
Jonathan Earley, RAN, said the frigates had
completed their visit to the ROK as part of the IndoPacific Endeavour 2017 (IPE17) deployment and
participated in the exercise en route to their next
regional engagement. “The multilateral maritime
interdiction exercise was an opportunity to
practically demonstrate the Australian, ROK and US
navies’ ability to work together, contribute to
regional contingencies, in support of the rules-based
global order,” Captain Earley said. “The multilateral
exercise was conducted in accordance with UN
Security Council Resolution 2375, concerning the
interdiction of vessels carrying suspicious cargo. We
shared our processes, practices, and procedures to
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promote alignment, and a common understanding of our obligations to eliminate the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.”
“Australia is deeply concerned about the global threat posed by North Korea’s nuclear and
ballistic missile programs and its illegal activities. As the Minister for Defence has previously
said, Australia calls on all countries to redouble their efforts to implement the unanimously
agreed United Nations Security Council resolutions and to press upon North Korea that its
current path is unacceptable,” Chief of Joint Operations, Vice Admiral David Johnston said.
IPE17 includes six RAN ships and over 1300 personnel, making it the largest coordinated
Australian task group deployed to the region in more than 40 years. The deployment is
focused on security cooperation and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief training.

Air Force Spartan embarks on international exercise in New Caledonia
Over the period 13–24 November 2017, 44 Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) personnel and
a C-27J Spartan transport aircraft participated in Exercise MHANUU 2017 in New Caledonia.
MHANUU is hosted by the French Armed Forces of New Caledonia (FANC) and involves
rehearsing regional humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR) scenarios. As the
South Pacific is prone to natural disasters, the Australian Defence Force is committed to
working closely with its regional partners to provide life-saving humanitarian assistance as
required.
The Spartan, from No. 35 Squadron at RAAF Base Richmond,
joined the FANC Air base near Noumea and operated in
coordination with French aircraft during the Exercise.
Commanding Officer No. 35 Squadron Wing Commander
Jarrod Pendlebury, said MHANUU serves as a valuable training
experience for Air Force. “We carry a tremendous amount of
experience with HADR operations, and it’s important to apply
that knowledge to the Spartan workforce,” Wing Commander
Pendlebury said. “This includes flying missions to airdrop aid
and personnel, evacuate people from remote airstrips, and
conduct aero-medical evacuations. “Bringing the Spartan to
MHANUU ensures that we can build techniques with regional
partners from France and New Zealand, and be ready to
respond if called.”
A patient is loaded onto a French Air
Force Casa CN235 transport by a
combined team of French and
Australian personnel during Exercise
Mhanuu, at Koumac, New Caledonia

The Spartan, which entered RAAF service in mid-2015, carries
a payload of five tonnes, or 34 passengers. The Spartan’s
relatively small size allows it to access airstrips too narrow or
.
soft for larger airlifters, which significantly enhances the
RAAF’s HADR capabilities across the Pacific. “The Air Force has a wide range of air mobility
Caledonia. that can deliver relief supplies and specialist personnel around the globe, but it’s
platforms
the Spartan’s job to deliver over that last tactical mile,” Wing Commander Pendlebury said.
“MHANUU allows partner nations to better understand what RAAF can do, as well as
providing No. 35 Squadron the opportunity to work in an unfamiliar environment.”

Second Air Warfare Destroyer enters sea trials
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The Australian Defence Force’s second Air Warfare Destroyer (AWD), NUSHIP Brisbane,
commenced its first phase of sea trials, which will test the ship’s hull, propulsion and
navigation systems in November. The initial trial phase, which will occur over the coming
months, will be followed by a more advanced phase of sea trials next year to test the ship’s
combat and communications systems. Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon Christopher
Pyne MP, said this achievement is a further demonstration of industry’s role as a
fundamental input into capability for Defence. “Over the past decade, more than 5000
people from across the Department of Defence, ASC, Raytheon Australia and Navantia have
dedicated millions of hours of effort to the AWD program,” Minister Pyne said.
“With more than 60 per cent Australian industry capability, the AWD program is a true
example of a home-grown capability. “Through the AWD program, we have created a local
workforce with specialist shipbuilding and complex systems integration skills that will form
the foundation for future shipbuilding projects in Australia.”
The start of Brisbane’s sea trials phase follows the commissioning of HMAS Hobart earlier
this year, with both events reinforcing the success of the Government-led reform, an
initiative that set the AWD program on track to meet cost and schedule targets. “As part of
the AWD reform initiative, the Commonwealth worked directly alongside industry to
remediate the program,” Minister Pyne said.
“This resulted in an injection of
Commonwealth expertise and shipbuilding management from Navantia, as well as project
management oversight and de-risking activities from Raytheon Australia.
“Working
together with ASC’s quality shipbuilding workforce, this new structure has put the AWD
program on a path to long-term success.”

Defence Industry and Defence Science
Minister welcomes Canberra's new R&D collaboration space
On 30 November the Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP,
congratulated Leidos Australia on opening a new $12 million research and development coworking facility in Canberra to facilitate innovation and collaboration among industry
partners. Minister Pyne said the new Leidos collaboration space will create more than 20
jobs. “The Leidos Connect collaboration space provides a networked environment that
supports ICT, big data analytics, simulation, security, cyber and related capabilities which are
of interest to Defence,” Minister Pyne said.
“This is a great initiative to foster innovation and collaborative activity in a technology-rich
shared environment. “Such collaboration spaces are becoming the norm for enterprising
companies and universities to come together and collaborate on resolving complex
problems faced by Defence and other government agencies.”
Minister Pyne also welcomed two research agreements signed by Leidos Australia with the
University of NSW and Monash University. “These research agreements will enhance force
protection measures for Defence in the biological security and medical fields,” Minister Pyne
said. “The agreement with the University of NSW focuses on research to minimise
biological, chemical and radiological threats while the agreement with Monash University is
focused on medical countermeasures and the development of new devices, diagnostics and
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clinical tools. “Additionally, one PhD research student at each University will be funded
under the agreements “Leidos Australia is to be commended on these partnerships which
strongly support the Government’s drive for innovation in Defence capability,” Minister Pyne
said.

Successful launch of Australian satellite
On 28 November the Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, today announced
the successful launch of an Australian miniature satellite from the United States. The
Buccaneer cube satellite, developed by Defence and the University of New South Wales, was
launched from Vandenberg Air Force Base in California on a Delta-II rocket and
communications have now been established.
Minister Payne congratulated the team on the successful launch. “Small, low-cost satellites
like Buccaneer provide a unique opportunity to support Australian Defence Force capabilities
and to rejuvenate Australian space research,” Minister Payne said. “Buccaneer is designed
to improve understanding of the outer atmosphere, in particular the Ionosphere, which
plays a key role in Australia’s world-leading Over-the-Horizon radar capability.”
Buccaneer’s first mission is to test key technologies in preparation for the main mission in a
few years when it will perform calibration activities for the Jindalee Over-the-Horizon
Operational Radar Network. Minister Payne said the 2016 Defence White Paper highlights
space research and space-based systems as an important part of Australia’s Defence
capability and national security. “The Government will invest significantly in space-related
projects for Defence over the next two decades and it has made a commitment to establish
a national space agency to drive Australia’s involvement in space,” Minister Payne said. The
successful launch of the Buccaneer cube satellite coincides with the 50 th anniversary of
Australia’s first satellite, the Weapons Research Establishment Satellite (WRESAT).

International
ASPI Strategist Post - Understanding the North Korea threat by Joseph S Nye
In The Strategist dated 7 December, issued by the Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI),
Joseph S Nye posted the following article:
“North Korea recently tested its Hwasong-15 ballistic missile, reaching an altitude of 2,780
miles (4,475 kilometers) during its 53-minute flight. Using a flatter trajectory could provide
Kim Jong-un’s regime with the capability of hitting the east coast of the United States.
Although it has not yet demonstrated a re-entry vehicle capable of surviving atmospheric
friction, North Korea announced that it has mastered nuclear strike capability and become a
full-fledged nuclear state. Like previous US presidents, Donald Trump has said that this state
of affairs is intolerable. So now what?
Before turning to policy, it is important to dispose of several myths that interfere with clear
analysis. First, Kim may be a vicious dictator, but he is not crazy or suicidal. Thus far, he has
outplayed the US in this high-stakes game, but he understands that a nuclear exchange with
the US means the end of the regime he is trying to preserve. Second, the US has talked itself
into Kim’s trap of exaggerating how much power his rocketry gives him. After all, North
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Korea has had nuclear weapons for more than a decade; they could be delivered to US ports
on its east or west coast by other means, such as in the hold of a freighter. Third, in this game
of bluff and chicken, geography provides North Korea with local escalation dominance. With
thousands of artillery tubes hidden in tunnels near the border, North Korea can threaten to
wreak havoc on Seoul, South Korea’s nearby capital, by conventional means. The US found
this out in 1994—long before North Korea had a nuclear weapon—when it planned a preemptive strike to destroy the North’s Yongbyon plutonium reprocessing plant, only to find
that its allies in South Korea (and Japan) were deterred by the risk of conventional retaliation.
In terms of policy, China has proposed ‘a freeze for a freeze’ as a means to control the
North’s nuclear ambitions. North Korea would halt all nuclear and missile tests (easily
verifiable); while that would not reverse the North’s nuclear status, it would slow the
development of its arsenal. In turn, the US would halt the annual military exercises that it
conducts with South Korea. The US would reserve the right to resume exercises if North Korea
violated its test ban, or exported nuclear materials.
Some see this as a good deal, but it depends on how one assesses Kim’s objectives. If all he
wants is security, we could leave him alone, perhaps sign a peace treaty, relax sanctions, and
let economic growth change the regime over time, as in China. But North Korea under the
Kim dynasty is not a status quo power. Since 1945, it has been an oddity: a hereditary
communist dictatorship whose legitimacy rests on its claim to be the vanguard of Korean
nationalism. Thus far, it has fallen behind in the economic competition with the South, but it
hopes its nuclear status will change the balance. As Sung-Yoon Lee of Tufts University
recently warned, ‘for the North, menacing the US is a non-negotiable means of isolating and
exercising dominance over Seoul. This is how the regime of Kim Jong-un seeks to ensure its
long-term survival.’
If weakening the ties between the US and South Korea is central to Kim’s strategy, China’s
freeze-for-freeze proposal plays into his hands. And, rather than reduce risks, it may
embolden the North to return to risky conventional pressure on South Korea, such as in 2010,
when it sank a South Korean corvette, killing 46 seamen, and shelled South Korean islands.
US policy options are limited. One is the limited use of force. Lieutenant General H.R.
McMaster, Trump’s national security adviser, has been quoted on several occasions saying a
preventive war may be necessary if diplomacy fails. But even if designed as a limited strike,
would a decapitation effort or missile shoot-down remain limited? If not, casualties could
range from the tens of thousands to much higher numbers.
Sanctions continue to be an option, but thus far they have not generated enough pressure to
make the Kim regime give up what it regards as its key strategic asset. Chinese diplomacy
and sanctions are also crucial, but thus far China has pulled its punches. It has not cut off
food and fuel. China does not like Kim, but it does not want chaos—or Americans—on its
border.
A possible package could be something like Cold War ‘GRIT’, or gradual reduction of
international tension: The US assures China of its limited goals and agrees to coordinate its
actions with the Chinese. No more marches to the Yalu River of the sort that triggered
China’s intervention in the Korean War. In return, China uses its economic pressure and
diplomacy to freeze the immediate threat posed by North Korean tests, but does not insist on
a freeze on US forces.
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Possible scaling back of US exercises in the future would depend on North Korean behaviour
towards South Korea. The US would offer to negotiate a peace treaty after North Korea
accepts détente with South Korea. The US and China would accept North Korea’s de facto
nuclear status, but jointly reaffirm their long-term objective of a nuclear-free peninsula.
North Korea agrees to stop tests and all further exports of nuclear materials. China threatens
to impose food and fuel sanctions if North Korea cheats or breaks the agreement.
The prospects for such a China-centred package are not high; but if it fails, the US should not
panic. If it could deter a much stronger Soviet Union from taking an isolated West Berlin for
three decades, it can deter North Korea. The US should reinforce its deterrent and defence
capability through its alliances with South Korea and Japan. The presence of nearly 50,000 US
troops in Japan, and some 28,000 in Korea, makes extended deterrence credible. Kim cannot
kill South Koreans or Japanese without killing Americans, and that, as he surely knows, would
mean the end of his regime.”
The Author: Joseph S. Nye, Jr. is a professor at Harvard and author of The Future of power.
This article is presented in Partnership with Project Syndicate © 2017.
The article can be accessed here: https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/understanding-thenorth-korea-threat/

About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security
Studies NSW, Inc
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the
Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW today is
one of seven self-governing constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for
Defence and Security Australia Limited.
The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness
and understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:
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•
•

•
•
•

educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security;
publishes a highly-respected professional journal;
provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issue by conducting
regular lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security
establishments;
provides a professional development programs
operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from
the late 18th century to the current day; and
conducts social and networking functions for members.

The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson Library are on Level 20, Defence Plaza, 270
Pitt Street, Sydney – close to Town Hall and Museum railway stations. Members and visitors
are encouraged to use the facilities for reading or research. However, prior to visiting,
please contact the Office Manager to arrange access to the Office. For additional
information, visit our website at www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 9393 2325.
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