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Introduction
Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, the aim of
which is to provide members, stakeholders, and other interested parties up
to date news of our latest activities and events as well as selective
information on defence issues.
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are
not required to be a member of the Institute. Invite your colleagues to
receive this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the Institute’s
website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter where they can register
their email contact details.

Upcoming Institute Lunchtime Lectures and Social Events
Tuesday 25 September Speaker: Jacky Westermann, Researcher and Editor, International
Program - Australian Strategic Policy Institute
Subject: Kremlin looking East – Russia’s interests in the Pacific
Jacqueline Westermann is a researcher with the International
Program at the Australian Strategic Policy Institute. Her research
interests include security in Central and Eastern Europe, Russia,
German foreign and military policy as well as the role of women
in peace and security. Prior to joining ASPI in 2017, Jacky was a
program assistant at the Warsaw office of The German Marshall
Fund of the United States. Originally from Germany, she
completed a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and Law at the
University of Muenster, and graduated from the University of St
Andrews with a Masters in Peace and Conflict Studies.
Afterwards Jacky lived in Russia and worked at the Moscow
German Newspaper. Additionally, she co-edits a current affairs
blog, The PACT Online, and contributes to a selection of national Image source: ASPI
and international political outlets such as The Strategist, The Australian, APPS Policy Forum,
Australian Defence Magazine, New Eastern Europe, Visegrad Insight and others . ASPI articles by
Jacqueline Westermann
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Lectures are open to any interested person and will be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts,
Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney – start time: 1pm. Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Nonmembers $15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is available before the lecture
at no cost. A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered
through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before the lecture.

Future RUSI NSW Events
Tuesday 30 October 2018 – Speaker: Rear Admiral Jonathan Mead AM, RAN
Subject: Protecting Australia's Trade Routes

Tuesday
27
November
2018
MILITARY
Speakers: Various. Subject: The Armistice and Aftermath of WW1

Tuesday 27 November 2018 (Start
INSTITUTE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Time:

1700

HISTORY

following

Friday 7 December 2018 (Start Time: 1230 'till 1500),
169 Castlereagh Street, Sydney INSTITUTE CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON

the

SEMINAR

Seminar)

Boutique

Hotel

Tuesday 11 December 2018 - Speaker: Paul Kelly, Editor at large for the Australian Subject:
Sir Herman Black Lecture - the Year in Review

Institute Membership News
It is with sadness that we announce the passing of one of our members: Mr Len Cunningham

Defence's best kept secret
The RUSIDSS NSW has launched its facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/
Use the link above and click on ‘like’ and tell your friends to do the same.
Our facebook page will keep you informed about our events, publications, news
and interesting defence and security matters.
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Recent Events of the Institute

Lunchtime Lecture held Tuesday 28 August
Speaker: Mr Sam Roggeveen, Lowy Institute
Subject: North Korea and the Twilight of US Leadership in Asia
Images: John Hutcheson
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The Ursula Davidson
Library move to ANZAC
Memorial
Progress of the Ursula Davidson Library
– our collection is now arranged on the
new compatus shelves.

Latest Defence News
Christopher Pyne – New Minister for Defence
Christopher Pyne was sworn in as the Minister for Defence on 28 August 2018. Prior to his
appointment, Christopher served as Minister for Defence Industry where he was responsible for
delivering the $200 billion worth of investment in Australia’s defence capabilities outlined in the
Defence White Paper and having the nation grasp this once in a generation opportunity to
maximise job creation, business development, and economic growth. Further details of this
release can be accessed here

Comment by Senator the Hon Marise Payne - Appointment as Minister for
Foreign Affairs
On the 28th August the Hon Marise Payne, the previous Minister for Defence was appointed the
Minister for Foreign Affairs and issued a press release commenting on her 3 years as the Minister
for Defence – the press release can be accessed here
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Appointment of the head of Capability Acquisition and Sustainment Group
On 11 September in a Joint Media Release the Minister for Defence, The Hon Christopher Pyne
MP and the Minister for Defence Industry, The Hon Steven Ciobo MP announced that
Mr Anthony Fraser, AO, CSC has been appointed as the head of the Capability Acquisition and
Sustainment Group (CASG) in the Department of Defence. He will lead CASG at a time of
unprecedented investment in Australian Defence capability.
The Minister for Defence, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, and the Minister for Defence Industry,
the Hon Steven Ciobo MP, welcomed the appointment of Mr Fraser who has a substantial
background in Defence capability, equipment acquisition and sustainment. “Mr Fraser will bring
his extensive experience working at senior levels in the commercial sector and the Australian
Defence Force to the role,” Minister Pyne said. “Mr Fraser has a strong understanding of the
capability needs of the Australian Defence Force having completed 34 years of service in the
Australian Regular Army, culminating in senior military appointments within the then Defence
Material Organisation.”
Minister Ciobo said Mr Fraser, current Airbus Head of Country for
Australia and New Zealand, returned to public service at a significant time.
Mr Fraser will commence duties in November 2018.
The Media Release including background on Mr Fraser can be accessed here

Upcoming Events by other Organisations

Image source: http://www.battleforaustralia.asn.au/Whatis.php

Battlefield Tours – Sandakan, North Borneo
Anzac Day, Sandakan, 23 April - 2 May 2019: Institute historian and author, Lynette Silver, who
has spent 30 years researching and writing about wartime events in Borneo, will escort a tour
group to Sandakan for Anzac Day. The 10-day itinerary will follow the Sandakan prisoners-of-war
death march route by vehicle and include the Dawn service at Sandakan and additional cultural
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activities and sightseeing. Price: $2995 per person, twin share, for the Borneo sector, including
most meals and all entry fees. For details: https://lynettesilver.com/tours/sandakan-anzac-day/
Sandakan-Ranau Death March Treks, 2019: The 12-day trekking itinerary follows the Anzac Day
itinerary, but includes six days of walking along a 95km section of the track identified and opened
up by Lynette in 2005. Accommodation is good standard (no camping). Price: $3,200 per person,
twin share, for treks accompanied by Lynette (16 - 27 August).
For details: https://sandakandeathmarch.com/tours/challenge-highlights-challenge-tour/
Lynette Silver can be contacted at lynettesilver@gmail.com
All bookings: Roz Martindale, Wahroonga Travel: roz.wahroonga@optusnet.com.au; 02 9489
1978; 0402 081 104.

General Defence News
Australia continues to enforce sanctions on North Korea
Australia will deploy two AP-3C Orion maritime patrol aircraft to Japan to conduct maritime
surveillance in support of the international effort to enforce United Nations Security Council
resolutions on North Korea. This deployment supports Australia’s ongoing economic and
diplomatic pressure on North Korea. The Media Release can be accessed here

NUSHIP Brisbane arrives in Sydney Harbour
NUSHIP Brisbane arrived at her home base of Fleet
Base East, Garden Island Sydney, for the first time
on 10 September 2018.
Brisbane will be
commissioned into the Royal Australian Navy fleet
on 27 October 2018. Brisbane is based on the
Navantia designed F100 frigate and is equipped
with advanced combat systems providing the ship
with a layered defensive and offensive capability
required to counter conventional and asymmetric
threats. Brisbane is the second of three ships of
the Hobart Class guided missile destroyers. Her
sister ships are HMAS Hobart, already in service, and the future HMAS Sydney.

Australian Army Phantoms fly into service
The capability of Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS), including the DJI Phantom 4 and the Black
Hornet, were on display on 20 August at Randwick Barracks as the Australian Army continues to
roll out the technology across the country. Sydney-based personnel of the 17th Combat Service
Support Brigade (17 CSS BDE), received a DJI Phantom 4 UAS as part of the Army’s plan to issue
350 UAS, with each unit receiving up to three systems. Colonel Gabby Follet, Acting Commander
of the 17 CSS BDE said the DJI Phantom 4 UAS would greatly increase the Army’s capability to
gather information and successfully complete tasks.
“This technology will better enable Army to gather airborne imagery of training to assist with
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improving training methods, conduct site surveys for the placement of camps and other
temporary facilities, assess damage to buildings, as well as assist with environmental protection
in the field,” Colonel Follet said. “Issuing the DJI Phantom 4 to soldiers at all levels will change
the application of tactical robotic technology and provide our troops with better situational
awareness that will keep us informed from the air to make critical decisions on the ground in any
tactical situation. “I am excited by the opportunities UAS technology presents to our Brigade to
improve the way we conduct our work.”

Gear of the future for our troops
On 7 September the Minister for Defence advised that the Government has approved a project
to enhance and continuously improve the equipment used by the Australian Defence Force.
Minister for Defence, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, said the Integrated Soldier Systems project,
valued at up to $1 billion over its 13-year life cycle, would deliver a range of items of equipment
to the ADF for use by our troops. The project would deliver a broad range of equipment to
ensure our personnel continue to meet emerging threats, are less detectable, less susceptible to
enemy attacks and able to fight longer and more effectively in challenging conditions. The first
tranche will deliver supplements to the basic equipment used by soldiers including body armour,
helmets, hearing and eye protection and load carriage equipment; as well as field equipment like
water purifiers, helmet torches, storage bags, cooking gear, and sleeping bags. The full report
can be accessed here

Afghans equipped to meet tomorrow’s challenges
Sustainment is an essential military
function, and ensuring Afghanistan’s
troops are properly equipped to meet
future challenges has been the recent role
of an Australian Army officer.
Deputy
Director Sustainment, Brigadier Haydn
Kohl, of Combined Security Transition
Command – Afghanistan, was deployed to
Afghanistan with the NATO-led Resolute
Support mission.
The Command is focused on helping
Afghanistan develop a sustainable, effective and affordable Afghan National Defense Force in
support of the Afghan Government. The Command trains, advises and assists within Afghan
security institutions to develop resource management capability, Inspector General and rule of
law capability. It provides resources in accordance with Afghan requirements while ensuring
fiscal oversight and accountability of funds and materiel delivered. Brigadier Kohl said his role
within the organisation was to provide support to logistics, medical and information and
communication technology elements.
Further details can be accessed here
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IPE18 completes its final port visit
On 28th August it was reported that the
Australian Defence Force (ADF) has completed
its final two port visits as part of Indo-Pacific
Endeavour (IPE) 2018, marking the conclusion
of a three month journey across the Pacific,
working with Pacific Island partners in support
of regional prosperity and security.
HMA
Ships Adelaide and Toowoomba visited
the
Solomon Islands’ capital Honiara, while
HMAS Success visited Rabaul in Papua New
Guinea.
Success alongside in Rabaul, Papua New Guinea for IndoADF personnel worked alongside partner HMAS
Pacific Endeavour 2018.
security forces and local communities to
conduct women in leadership and medical workshops, as well as carrying out repair and
maintenance work to local schools, health and community facilities, and historic sites. The
crews also conducted commemoration services for the loss of HMAS AE1, Australia’s first
submarine, which sank off the coast of Rabaul in 1914, and the sinking of HMAS Canberra during
the WWII Pacific campaign.
IPE Joint Task Group Commander, Captain Jim Hutton, said the visits reinforced our regional
security partnerships. The full report can be accessed here

Chief of Army meets with Japanese and US Military Commanders in Adelaide
On 7th September the Chief of Army, Lieutenant
General Rick Burr AO, DSC, MVO met with
Military Commanders from Japan and the United
States, for the sixth annual Trilateral Senior Level
Seminar (TSLS) in Adelaide, South Australia. The
seminar facilitated strategic-level dialogue
between the Australian Army, Japan Ground SelfDefense Force and US Military Forces. Foreign
military attendees included Colonel Akira
Miyazaki, the representative of the Chief of Staff,
Japan Ground Self-Defense Force; General
General Koji Yamazaki, Chief of Staff, Japan Ground Self
Robert Brown, Commanding General United
Defense Force, meets with Chief of the Australian Army,
States Army, Pacific; and Lieutenant General
Lieutenant General Rick Burr, AO, DSC, MVO, during the Chief
of Army Land Forces Seminar in Adelaide, South Australia.
Lewis Craparotta, Commander United States
Marine Forces, Pacific. Lieutenant General Burr
said the discussions played an important role in further enhancing ongoing collaboration
between Australia and its military partners and shaping new Army-to-Army initiatives.
The TSLS this year focused on regional security issues, enhancing cooperation on amphibious
operations, building the capacity of partner nations, and participation in regional exercises.
Lieutenant General Burr thanked his international counterparts for attending the talks and said
the seminar along with recent, successful training exercises encouraged a promising future
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between the three nations. “This seminar, along with trilateral activities such as Exercise
Southern Jackaroo, strengthens our partnership and I look forward to future engagements,”
Lieutenant General Burr said.

P-8A Poseidon training commences in
South Australia
On 17th August the Minister for Defence,
Senator the Hon Marise Payne, and the
Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon
Christopher Pyne MP, announced the
handover of the P-8A Poseidon simulator and
training systems at RAAF Base Edinburgh.
Minister Payne said the advanced P-8A
Training System would better prepare
Australian Defence Force pilots and
maintenance crews for their demanding roles.

Minister for Defence, Senator the Honourable Marise Payne and
Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Leo Davies, AO, CSC, tour the new P8A Training System at RAAF Base Edinburgh in South Australia.

“This $470 million facility marks the beginning of a transformation of our training that will
support Air Force’s ability to meet emerging threats and future challenges,” Minister Payne said.
“The facility will deliver over 39 separate training courses which will minimise training
demands on the P-8A Poseidon aircraft, reducing aircraft fatigue, increasing safety and improving
availability for higher priority tasking.”
The facility is part of the government’s $5.2 billion
investment in our new P-8A Poseidon maritime surveillance aircraft. These cutting edge aircraft
conduct a range of tasks including anti-submarine warfare; maritime and overland intelligence,
surveillance and reconnaissance; electronic support; as well as supporting search and rescue
missions.

Defence Exercises
Regional partnerships on show at exercise Kakadu
On 31 August it was announced that
Australia’s role as a regional security partner
will be highlighted in the coming weeks with
the largest regional maritime exercise of its
kind beginning today in the Northern
Territory. Held biennially, Exercise Kakadu is
a joint exercise hosted by the Royal Australian
Navy and supported by the Royal Australian
Air Force. More countries are attending this
year than ever before, with 23 ships, 21
aircraft, a submarine and more than 3000
personnel from 27 nations participating in a
HMAS Newcastle's Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat assists in a man
range of activities both ashore in Darwin and
overboard exercise involving Chinese People's Liberation Army Navy ship Huangshan and helicopter during Exercise Kakadu 2018.
at sea.
Minister for Defence, the Hon
Christopher Pyne MP, said the importance of
Exercise Kakadu could not be understated. “This premier international exercise will provide
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invaluable training opportunities for maritime security and surveillance for all involved,” Minister
Pyne said.
https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/cpyne/media-releases/regional-partnershipsshow-exercise-kakadu

Exercise Rajawali Ausindo 18 lifts off
in Kupang
Indonesia will host Australia for Exercise
Rajawali Ausindo 18 that will test each
nation’s airlift capability to respond to
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief
missions. The Royal Australian Air Force
(RAAF) and the Indonesian Air Force will use
their C-130J Hercules aircraft to participate in Group photo of participants in Exercise Rajawali Ausindo 12,
training exercises in Kupang in the comprised of personnel from the Royal Australian Air Force,
Indonesian province of East Nusa Tenggara Australian Army, and Indonesian Air Force.
from 3 to 7 September 2018.
Air
Commodore Bill Kourelakos, Commander Air Mobility Group, said during disaster relief
operations, it is important to be able to come together at short notice and immediately start
delivering relief to those in need. The full report can be accessed here

Exercise Teak Action
Held from RAAF Base Richmond in Sydney’s northwest, Exercise Teak Action will run from 7-26
September 2018 and involve four MC-130J Commando II aircraft – a variant of the Hercules
transport aircraft that has been optimised for Special Forces support. The USAF contingent is
from the 353 rd Special Operations Group, travelling to Australia from its home at Kadena Air
Base in Okinawa, Japan. Air Commodore Bill Kourelakos, Senior Australian Defence Force Officer
for RAAF Base Richmond, said Exercise Teak Action will see the Americans team up with their
Australian counterparts from the RAAF’s No. 37 Squadron. “For communities, the flying activity
will be similar to that conducted by RAAF Hercules when training at regional airfields across New
South Wales,” Air Commodore Kourelakos said. The full report can be accessed here
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Defence Industry and Defence Science
Investment priorities for the Defence Innovation Hub
On 3 September the Minister for Defence, the Hon
Christopher Pyne MP, announced the Government’s 201819 investment priorities for the Defence Innovation Hub.
Minister Pyne said the Government was investing $1.6
billion in defence industry and innovation over the next
decade, including $640 million to support the development
of innovative technologies through the Defence Innovation
Hub.
“The Government’s approach to innovation in
Defence is driven by its Defence Strategy, ensuring
innovation investment is linked to our capability priorities,”
Minister Pyne said. “The Defence Innovation Hub has
made significant progress since its launch in December
Claire Anderson of Defence Innovation Hub
2016, receiving over 510 proposals and signing 59
innovation contracts with a combined value of more than
$77.9 million. Around 85 per cent of the proposals align to the top three investment priorities I
first announced at the 2016 Land Forces conference.”
The full report including the investment priorities can be accessed here

Training range for defensive cyber specialists
It was announced on 4 September that Elbit Systems of Australia has been chosen to deliver a
Cyber Training range for the Department of Defence under a three year contract to boost
Australia’s cyber security capability. Minister for Defence, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, said
that Elbit Systems of Australia will provide an interim cyber range, network design and build,
cyber range training, and teaching materials. “The Australian Government is committed to
strengthening its cyber capabilities to protect Defence and other critical Government systems
from malicious cyber intrusion and disruption,” Minister Pyne said. “The Cyber Training range
will be used by Defence personnel for training on cyber-terrain and associated systems that our
cyber workforce is responsible to defend.”
The Accelerated Defensive Cyber Training program was created by Defence to meet the 2016
Defence White Paper’s directive for more trained personnel and enhanced capability in the cyber
domain well ahead of its planned implementation period.

CEA Radar + Thales Hawkei = The best of Australia
At Land Forces 2018, CEA Technologies showcased the first of type land-based prototype radar of
their highly successful maritime-based Active Electronically Scanned Array (AESA).
The
prototype, referred to as the CEA Tactical Radar, or CEATAC, has been specifically designed for
carriage by the Australian-designed and built Thales Hawkei vehicle. “This is an Australiandeveloped radar on an Australian-developed vehicle, which is a great outcome for Defence
industry” Minister Pyne said. “It is fantastic to see two of our most high-tech, capable and
innovative technologies brought together to meet a capability need.”
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Completion of the prototype radar on Defence
and Australian industry and highlights the
potential for Australian-developed technology
to contribute to one of the world’s foremost
short range ground based air defence systems.
The prototype is the first step in the
integration into the Raytheon / Kongsberg
National Advanced Surface to Air Missile
System (NASAMS) under Army’s new Short
Range Ground Based Air Defence project. If
successful, CEATAC will provide improved
surveillance and defence against modern
airborne threats.

Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon Steven Ciobo, MP, with a
Hawkei, Light Protected Vehicle at the Land Forces exposition.

International
A number of international organisations publish excellent material on issues which impact on our
region. The following reports are recommended:
A commentary AUKMIN 2018 – The Future of Global Britain by John Hennings and Milia Hua with
the headline “Britain and Australia face an uncertain strategic landscape. But there is much they
can do together, as they deal with the two big powers which appear determined to change the
current status quo: China and Russia.” It can be accessed via https://rusi.org/

The Strategist is the commentary and analysis site of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, an
independent, non-partisan think tank based in Canberra. The Strategist aims to provide fresh
ideas on Australia’s critical defence and strategic policy choices as well as encourage and
facilitate discussion and debate among the strategy community and Australian public. The views
expressed on The Strategist are those of the individual authors and don’t represent the views of
ASPI or the institutions to which the authors are attached.
The Strategist issued on 6 Sep
contains a post by Hugh White titled “Deterrence debate ignores the hard questions about
nuclear war” in which he comments on the debate about nuclear weapons. It can be accessed
here

The same issue includes a commentary titled “The five-domains update” by
Aakriti Bachhawat, Rebecca Moore, Aru Kok and Georgia Grice which has many interesting
comments on our region. It can be accessed here
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security
Studies, NSW Inc
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW today is one of
seven self-governing constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and
Security Australia Limited.
The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:
•
•
•

•
•
•

educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security;
publishes a highly-respected professional journal;
provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issues by conducting regular
lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security
establishments;
provides professional development programs
operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the
late 18th century to the current day; and
conducts social and networking functions for members.

The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson Library are on Level 20, Defence Plaza, 270 Pitt
Street, Sydney – close to Town Hall and Museum railway stations. Members and visitors are
encouraged to use the facilities for reading or research. However, prior to visiting, please
contact the Office Manager to arrange access to the Office. For additional information, visit our
website at www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 9393 2325.
_______________________________________________________________________

Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW e-Newsletter
Content supplied by Past President, Group Captain Doug J Roser (Ret'd).
Presentation and layout provided by Institute Board Member Ms Theodora Fox.
Newsletter distribution by Treasurer and Office Manager Graham Brown.
_______________________________________________________________________
RUSIDSS NSW & Copyright
Unless otherwise attributed, all images in this newsletter are sourced from
Department of Defence under their copyright rules
http://images.defence.gov.au/fotoweb/
This work is copyright. You may download, display, print and reproduce this material in unaltered form only
(retaining this notice and imagery metadata) for your personal, non-commercial use.

_______________________________________________________________________

Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services
for Defence and Security Studies, NSW Inc
PageInstitute
| 13
ABN 80 724 654 162 www.rusinsw.org.au office@rusinsw.org.au Telephone: (02) 9393 2325

