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Introduction    
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal 
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, the aim of 
which is to provide members, stakeholders, and other interested parties up 
to date news of our latest activities and events as well as selective 
information on defence issues.   
 
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are 
not required to be a member of the Institute. Invite your colleagues to 
receive this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the Institute’s 
website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter where they can register 
their email contact details. 

 

Upcoming Institute Lunchtime Lectures and Social Events   
 
Tuesday 11 December 2018   Speaker:  Mr Paul 
Kelly, Editor-at-Large on The Australian  
Sir Hermann Black Lecture  ‘The End of World War 1’  
  

Paul Kelly is Editor-at-Large on The Australian. Paul 

writes on Australian politics, public policy and 

international affairs. Paul has covered Australian 

governments from Gough Whitlam to Malcolm Turnbull. 

He is a regular television commentator on Sky News. He 

is the author of nine books including the End of 

Certainty on the politics and economics of the 1980’s, 

Triumph and Demise on the Rudd-Gillard era and The 

March of Patriots, providing a re-interpretation of Paul 

Keating and John Howard in office. Paul is a Fellow of 

the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia. Paul is a long-standing participant in the Australian-

American Leadership Dialogue. He has been a Fellow at the Lowy Institute in Sydney, the 

Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University and the Menzies Centre, King’s College 

London 
 
Lectures are open to any interested person and will be held at The Anzac Memorial Auditorium, 
downstairs in the new south wing Anzac Memorial Hyde Park South – start time: 1pm.   
Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration is 
unnecessary. Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost. A sandwich lunch is also 

Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park 
South, Sydney NSW 2000 

 
PO Box A778 SYDNEY 

SOUTH NSW 1235 
 

www.rusinsw.org.au       
 

office@rusinsw.org.au  
Telephone: (02) 8262 2922    

https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter
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available from 12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the (8262 2922) by 2 pm on 
the day before the lecture. 
 
All Institute Educational Events attract Continuing Professional Education Credits  
Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW  
Lectures: One hour credit; Half Day Seminars: Four hours credit; All Day Seminars: Six 
hours credit. To obtain a certificate for an educational event you attended please 
contact our office.  
 

Future RUSI NSW Events  
 

Friday 7 December - RUSI NSW Christmas Luncheon 
Start Time: 1230 'till 1500 
Adam Room, Level 4 Boutique Hotel  
169 Castlereagh Street, Sydney 
 
Cost: $80 incl. two courses and wine  
RSVP and payment by 5th December 
Please call our office: (02) 8262 2922 or email office@rusinsw.org.au 
Please provide the names of attendees and any dietary requirements 
 
Payment options:  
Cash in person at the Institute 
Cheque - post to PO Box A778, SYDNEY SOUTH NSW 1235 
or  Direct debit to our account: BSB 062 028 Commonwealth Bank  Account 1138 3565   
Use Reference – surname and Xmas 

  
 

Tuesday 22 January 2019  

Speaker: Vince Di Pietro, Chief Executive of Lockheed Martin Australia  

Subject: Australia's Evolving Defence Industry 

[Image: https://www.lockheedmartin.com/en-au/leadership.html] 

 

 

 

Tuesday 26 February 2019  

Speaker: Justice Michael Pembroke, Military Historian  

Subject: The Tragedy on the Korean Peninsula 

[Image: http://michaelpembroke.com/about-the-author/ 

 

 

Tuesday 26 March 2019 

Speaker: Dr Thomas Wilkins, Senior Research Fellow Japan Institute for 

International Affairs  

Subject: Australia's Approach to Asia/Pacific Regionalism 

[Image: https://sydney.edu.au/arts/staff/profiles/thomas.wilkins.php] 
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How to get to RUSI NSW 
  
Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, SYDNEY NSW 2000           

Walking or wheel chair access:  from Liverpool Street, through the walkway between the 

waterfalls, to the Hall of Service reception desk. The Library is in the South East corner, behind 

the reception desk. 

There are Train, Bus and car parking details on our web page:  

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Getting_to_the_Institute_2018.pdf 
 
Please note we have a new telephone number: +61 2 8262 2922 
 

Institute Membership News  
 

Deceased Members: 
 

It is our very sad news to advise you that RUSIDSS NSW member Robert Horton has died.  
 
New Members: 
 
A special welcome is extended to the following new members:  
Samantha Robinchaux,  Chris   Betar,  Sergio  Zampatti,  Jason   Frear,  Suni    Harco,  Belinda 
Doonar,  Peter J Clifton,  Derek Godfrey Alexander Bryde,  Terry James,  Roderick Stewart  and  
Simon Paul McEvoy 
 
 
 
 

                   Defence's best kept secret: RUSIDSS NSW has a facebook page       
 

https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/  
 

Use the link above and click on ‘like’ and tell your friends to do the same. 
Our facebook page will keep you informed about our events, publications, news and interesting 
defence and security matters. 
 
 
 

https://rusinsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8767b02a06f6fd63933dc7256&id=2d2e425065&e=86da85482d
https://rusinsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8767b02a06f6fd63933dc7256&id=2dc82db420&e=86da85482d
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Recent Events of the 
Institute 
Lunchtime Lecture 
Tuesday 30 October   
Speaker: Rear Admiral 
Jonathan Mead AM, RAN 
Subject:  Protecting 
Australia's Trade Routes 
Images: John Hutcheson  
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Recent Events of the Institute: 1918 Centenary Seminar ‘The Armistice and Australia’ 
 Tuesday 27 November 2018 held in the Auditorium of the Centenary Extension of the Anzac 
Memorial, Hyde Park South.         Images: John Hutcheson   

 

Recent Events of the Institute 
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Latest Defence News  

21st Annual Australia-China Defence Strategic Dialogue 

The Secretary of Defence, Mr Greg Moriarty and the Chief of the Defence Force, General Angus 
Campbell visited the People’s Republic of China to conduct the Australia-China Defence Strategic 
Dialogue. Held in Beijing on 29 October 2018, the dialogue was hosted by Chief of the Joint Staff 
Department of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA), General Li Zuocheng. This year marked the 
21st year of the annual dialogue - a key part of regular bilateral engagement activities - which 
brings together senior leaders from the Australian Department of Defence and the PLA to discuss 
a range of regional security issues, including maritime security.   
 
Mr Moriarty said Australia’s bilateral defence relationship with China was underpinned by a 
common interest in ensuring a strong, stable and prosperous region. “The Australia-China 
defence relationship is an important part of our broader bilateral relationship,” Mr Moriarty said.   
“Our program of regular engagement activities includes dialogues, joint exercises, educational 
exchanges and ship visits which helps to develop mutual understanding and strengthen people-
to-people links,” Mr Moriarty said. 
 
General Campbell said the Australia-China Defence Strategic Dialogue provided a useful forum in 
which frank and open discussion on a number of regional challenges could occur.  “This year’s 
exchange of views was again productive and included discussions on maintaining regional peace 
and stability on the Korean Peninsula and in the South China Sea,” General Campbell said. “This is 
vital for both nations and for the broader region.” 
 
Australia will host the 22nd Australia-China Defence Strategic Dialogue in Canberra next year. 
 

2018 Australia-Vietnam Defence Ministers' Meeting 
 
The annual Australia-Vietnam Defence Ministers’ Meeting was held in Sydney on 8 November. 
The meeting focused on shared regional interests and challenges, and celebrated 20 years of 
bilateral defence relations. Minister for Defence, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP co-chaired the 
meeting with Vietnam’s Minister for Defence, General Ngo Xuan Lich. The Ministers discussed 
the strategic challenges in the Indo-Pacific region and opportunities for enhancing defence 
cooperation, including maritime security.     The media release can be accessed here.  
 

ASEAN Defence Ministers' Meeting-Plus  
 

Minister for Defence, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, attended the fifth Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) Defence Ministers’ Meeting-Plus (the ADMM-Plus) in Singapore, on 19-20 
October. 
 
Minister Pyne discussed multilateral defence cooperation and regional security with his 
counterparts from across South East Asia and the wider Indo-Pacific. “Australia’s engagement 
with the ADMM-Plus is an important element of our support for ASEAN and the broader rules-
based order in our region,” Minister Pyne said. ADMM-Plus Ministers agreed to practical steps to 
make our region safer and more secure through two joint declarations including on countering 
terrorism. The ADMM-Plus framework enables Australia to work with partners to promote trust, 

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/cpyne/media-releases/2018-australia-vietnam-defence-ministers-meeting
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transparency and cooperation between regional militaries. “This meeting provided a great 
opportunity to discuss shared challenges and the practical ways we can address those challenges, 
together, such as through a strengthening of counter-termism coordination,” Minister Pyne said. 
 
While in Singapore, Minister Pyne met his counterparts including from Brunei, China, India, 
Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore, and the United States of America 
 

 
Joint Statement: Eighth Japan-Australia 2+2 Foreign and Defence Ministerial 
Consultations 
 

The Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator Marise Payne, and the Australian Minister for 
Defence, Mr Christopher Pyne, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan, Mr Taro Kono, and the 
Minister of Defense of Japan, Mr Takeshi Iwaya, met in Sydney on 10 October 2018 for the Eighth 
Japan- Australia 2+2 Foreign and Defence Ministerial Consultations. 
 
The Ministers welcomed the closer engagement between Australia and Japan since the Seventh 
2+2 Foreign and Defence Ministerial Consultations, including visits to Japan by the Australian 
Prime Minister and by the Trade, Tourism and Investment Minister in January and July 2018 
respectively. The Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to further deepening the Special 
Strategic Partnership between the two countries, founded on common strategic interests and 
shared values including a commitment to democracy, human rights, free trade and the rules-
based international order. 
 
The full joint statement covering the Indo Pacific, Regional and International issues can be 
accessed here 
 
 

2018 Australia-Indonesia Defence Ministers' Meeting 
 

The Australian and Indonesian Defence Ministers met in Indonesia on 11 October for the annual 
Australia-Indonesia Defence Ministers’ Meeting, an important part of a strong partnership and 
commitment to regional challenges. 
 
Minister for Defence, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, who co-chaired the meeting with 
Indonesia’s Minister for Defence, Ryamizard Ryacudu, said they discussed common interests in 
the Indo-Pacific region, enhancing maritime security and cyber cooperation, and identifying 
further areas of regional collaboration including through Our Eyes and tri-lateral patrols.  The 
Ministers also agreed to establish an officials-level Joint Working Group to identify mutual areas 
of co-operation to combat counter terrorism and the return of foreign fighters. 
 
“As our nations enter an era of Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and our defence 
cooperation enters its sixth decade, Australia and Indonesia are committed to promoting 
security, stability and the rule of law in the Indo-Pacific,” Minister Pyne said. “Australia’s defence 
relationship with Indonesia is based on practical cooperation to support our mutual interests in 
the region such as maritime security, counter terrorism and humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief.” 

 

 

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/cpyne/media-releases/joint-statement-eighth-japan-australia-22-foreign-and-defence
https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/cpyne/media-releases/joint-statement-eighth-japan-australia-22-foreign-and-defence
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Minister congratulates Invictus Games competitors  
 
The fourth Invictus Games drew to a close on 27 October, ending a week of sporting and 
personal victories for more than 500 competitors from 18 nations across the world.  Minister for 

Veterans’ Affairs and Defence Personnel 
Darren Chester congratulated all competitors 
for defying personal obstacles to display 
unwavering perseverance, spirit and courage 
through the last week of competition.   
 
“On behalf of the Australian Government, I 
congratulate all competitors for their 
outstanding efforts at Invictus Games Sydney 
2018”, Mr Chester said.   “Over the past week, 
Sydney has done a great job hosting more than 
500 competitors, 1000 family and friends, and 
many spectators for the Games.   “The Games 
recognised our current serving members, 
veterans and their families, as well as the 

wider veteran community for their important role in supporting our military personnel. 
The press release can be accessed here. 
 
  

Upcoming Events by other Organisations  

Image source: http://www.battleforaustralia.asn.au/Whatis.php 
 
Battlefield Tours – Sandakan, North Borneo 
Anzac Day, Sandakan, 23 April - 2 May 2019: Institute historian and author, Lynette Silver, who 
has spent 30 years researching and writing about wartime events in Borneo, will escort a tour 
group to Sandakan for Anzac Day. The 10-day itinerary will follow the Sandakan prisoners-of-war 
death march route by vehicle and include the Dawn service at Sandakan and additional cultural 
activities and sightseeing. Price: $2995 per person, twin share, for the Borneo sector, including 
most meals and all entry fees.    For details: https://lynettesilver.com/tours/sandakan-anzac-day/  

Team Australia Co-Captain Nicole Bradley hands over the Invictus 
flag to a representative from the Netherlands during the Invictus 
Games Sydney 2018 Closing Ceremony at Sydney Olympic Park. 

 

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/dchester/media-releases/minister-congratulates-invictus-games-competitors
https://lynettesilver.com/tours/sandakan-anzac-day/
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Sandakan-Ranau Death March Treks, 2019: The 12-day trekking itinerary follows the Anzac Day 
itinerary, but includes six days of walking along a 95km section of the track identified and opened 
up by Lynette in 2005. Accommodation is good standard (no camping). Price: $3,200 per person, 
twin share, for treks accompanied by Lynette (16 - 27 August). 
For details: https://sandakandeathmarch.com/tours/challenge-highlights-challenge-tour/ 
Lynette Silver can be contacted at lynettesilver@gmail.com 
All bookings: Roz Martindale, Wahroonga Travel: roz.wahroonga@optusnet.com.au; 02 9489 
1978; 0402 081 104. 
 

Battle Honours Australia (BHA) is conducting a tour of Gallipoli in May 2019 by joining the 
UK Gallipoli Association’s annual tour to the peninsula, to be managed by Battle Honours UK 
(BHL). 

The BHA tour commences in Istanbul on Friday 3rd May and ends in Istanbul on Saturday 
11th May.  Peter Sweeney and Ron Lyons, joint owners of Battle Honours Australia (BHA), will 
escort clients from Sydney. 

Ron and Peter, both associate members of the International Guild of Battlefield Guides (UK), will 
be part of the BHL guiding team on the ground. 
The full itinerary including costs and travel arrangements can be seen at www.battle-

honours.com.au/tours/gallipoli-tour-may-2019  and inquiries to email: info@battlehonours.com.au  

 
General Defence News 
 

Joint Media Release - Prime Minister, Minister for Defence - HMAS Brisbane 
commissioning 
 

On 29 October 2018, Australia’s national security was 
significantly strengthened with the commissioning of 
the second Australian-built Hobart class guided missile 
destroyer, HMAS Brisbane. The commissioning is an 
important milestone in the life of the ship, and a special 
occasion for the thousands of Australians who worked 
on the Air Warfare Destroyer program, as well as the 
Royal Australia Navy. Brisbane enters service at a 
significant time in Navy’s history.   The destroyer brings 
a level of flexibility and lethality to the role of 
protecting Australian and multinational task groups 
operating in an increasingly complex region and 
beyond. The Hobart class of ships, commissioned by the 
Coalition in 2007, are among the most potent warships 
at sea today, forming an important part of the defence 
of our nation. 
 
Brisbane’s Commanding Officer, Commander Josh 
Wilson, leads a proud ship’s crew that is well-placed to 
progress the new warship through the test and 
evaluation period and then integration into the fleet.  

The ship's company of HMAS Brisbane line the upper 
decks and cheer ship during HMAS Brisbane's 
commissioning ceremony held at Garden Island, 
Sydney. 

https://sandakandeathmarch.com/tours/challenge-highlights-challenge-tour/
mailto:lynettesilver@gmail.com
http://www.battle-honours.com.au/tours/gallipoli-tour-may-2019
http://www.battle-honours.com.au/tours/gallipoli-tour-may-2019
mailto:info@battlehonours.com.au
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Brisbane has a distinguished history in the Navy and with the motto, Aim at Higher Things, all 
who sail in her will realise the incredible capability she represents. 
 
The new destroyer forms part of the largest regeneration of the Royal Australian Navy since the 
Second World War and complements our $90 billion commitment in the 2016 Defence White 
Paper to further enhance Navy’s capabilities with the Offshore Patrol Vessels, Hunter class 
frigates, and 12 regionally superior submarines, to be built in Australia, with Australian 
shipbuilding workers. 
 

Australian Defence Force officer appointed to command UN Peacekeeping Force 
in Cyprus 
 

On the 9 November, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, António Guterres, announced 
the appointment of the Australian Defence Force’s Brigadier Cheryl Pearce, on promotion to 
Major General, as Force Commander of the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus 
(UNFICYP). 
 
Minister for Defence, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, in a joint media release with Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, in congratulating Brigadier Pearce, said this was 
a great opportunity for Australia to contribute to global peacekeeping efforts, and to mark our 
commitment to the United Nations.  “Australia has a long and proud history of contributing to 
international peacekeeping and peace building efforts,” Minister Pyne said. “The United Nations’ 
selection of an Australian Defence Force officer to lead its force in Cyprus is testimony to the 
high regard in which our contribution is held by the international community”. 
 
The media release can be accessed here. 
 

General Atomics Reaper selected for Australia's first armed remotely piloted 
aircraft system 

On 16 November Minister for Defence, the 
Hon Christopher Pyne MP, and Minister for 
Defence Industry, the Hon Steven Ciobo MP, 
announced the selection of the General 
Atomics MQ-9 Reaper variant as the system 
which best meets the capability requirements 
for Australia’s first armed remotely piloted 
aircraft system. Minister Pyne said the 
medium altitude long endurance aircraft can 
be integrated within the Australian Defence 
Force (ADF) and would be fully interoperable 
with our allies. “These new aircraft will 
provide enhanced firepower and intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance support to a 
range of missions,” Minister Pyne said. 

The media release can be accessed here. 

 
 
 

A scale model of the General Atomics MQ-9 Reaper on display at the 
announcement of its selection at RAAF Base Edinburgh. 

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/cpyne/media-releases/australian-defence-force-officer-appointed-command-un-peacekeeping
https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/cpyne/media-releases/general-atomics-reaper-selected-australias-first-armed-remotely
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Defence supports PNG security effort for APEC 2018 
 
Australian Defence Force personnel from all three services deployed to Port Moresby in 
November as part of Australian Government support to the Government of Papua New Guinea 
to deliver the 2018 Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum. 
 
On 7 November a small contingent of 
personnel flew in via a Royal Australian Air 
Force C-17 Globemaster, and the Royal 
Australian Navy’s amphibious ship, HMAS 
Adelaide, took up position in full view of APEC 
House, along with patrol boats HMAS Glenelg 
and HMAS Larrakia. During APEC Australian 
sailors, soldiers and airmen and women 
supported Papua New Guinea to deliver a 
safe and secure APEC, further enhancing the 

long-standing partnership between Australia 
and PNG. The Australian Defence Force 
provided high-end security capabilities and 
assistance, including a partnered and joint 
headquarters, airspace and maritime security, and additional Army capabilities in support of the 
Papua New Guinea Defence Force. 

Parade marks 70th anniversary of the Royal Australian Regiment (RAR 

The 70th anniversary of the raising of the Australian Army’s Royal Australian Regiment (RAR) was 
marked with a ceremonial parade at the Australian War Memorial on 23 November. The revered 
Queen’s and recently updated Regimental Colours, featuring the 17 theatre and battle honours 
bestowed on the RAR, were on display with their respective Colour parties from the battalions of 
the regiment. 

Major General Mark Kelly, AO, DSC (Retd), 
Colonel Commandant of the RAR said the 
regiment’s birthday was a time to reflect on 
its rich history and achievements. “The 
battalions of our regiment have provided the 
full-time infantry combat capability for the 
Australian Defence Force for the last 70 
years,” Major General Kelly said. “This 
parade, and the display of the Colours, helps 
us to reflect on the sacrifice and valour of 
those who came before us, including the 684 
members of the regiment who died on 
operations.  “We remain committed to duty, 
ready to serve the Australian public as a key 
component of our modern and professional 

land force.  “We will continue to uphold the high standards set by infantry soldiers before us and 
look forward to continuing to serve our nation under the regimental motto of ‘Duty First’.” 
 
The RAR, originally consisting of three ‘regular’ infantry battalions – the 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
Battalions – was raised in 1948 for service in Japan after World War Two. There are now seven 

Bushmaster Protected Mobility Vehicles embarked in a landing 
craft enter HMAS Adelaide's well dock following the successful 
completion of maritime security operations in support of APEC 
2018. 
 

Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Rick Burr, AO, DSC, MVO, salutes 
the Colours of the Royal Australian Regiment on parade for the 70th 
anniversary held at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra. 
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RAR battalions, based in Adelaide, Brisbane, Townsville and Darwin. The Governor-General of the 
Commonwealth of Australia, the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove, AK, MC (Retd); Chief of the 
Defence Force, General Angus Campbell, AO, DSC; and Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Rick 
Burr, AO, DSC, MVO were all officers of the regiment. Seven Victoria Cross recipients, including 
the four most recently serving in Afghanistan, were at one time RAR soldiers. 
 
The RAR has deployed on many operations including the Korean War, Malayan Emergency, 
Vietnam War, Somalia, Rwanda, East Timor, Solomon Islands, Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 

 
25 years of the Republic of Singapore Armed Forces training at RAAF Base Pearce 
 

The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) hosted Singaporean Senior Minister of State (Defence) 
Heng Chee How at RAAF Base Pearce on 12 November to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 
Republic of Singapore Air Force training at the base. Australia and Singapore are close and 
longstanding partners, with shared interests in regional security and stability. Senior Australian 
Defence Force Officer, RAAF Base Pearce, Wing Commander Brett Mitchell said Defence was 
pleased to be able to support the Republic of Singapore Air Force’s pilot training. “The people-to-
people and military linkages developed through this arrangement are invaluable. Every current 
Republic of Singapore Air Force pilot has undertaken training at RAAF Base Pearce where the 
Singapore Flying Training Institute is located, which is testament to the close and enduring 
nature of our bilateral relationship,” Wing Commander Mitchell said. 

 
Defence Exercises  
 
2018 Marine Rotational Force Darwin completes training and exercises in 
Northern Australia 
 
The 2018 Marine Rotational Force – Darwin (MRF-D), 
consisting of 1,587 US Marines, has completed another six 
months of training and exercises in Northern Australia and 
departed Australia on 27 October. 
  
This year’s MRF-D was the seventh and largest rotation to 
date and also included a squadron of eight MV-22 Ospreys 
and an artillery battery of six M777 Howitzers.  During the 
past six months, MRF-D participated in 15 training 
activities alongside the Australian Defence Force and 
other regional nations including Japan, the Philippines and 
France. 
  
MRF-D is a practical demonstration of Australia’s existing strong defence alliance with the US 
conducted under the US Force Posture Initiatives. The Initiatives enhance the ability of Australia 
and the US to work together with regional partners in the interests of regional peace, stability 
and security and better position both nations to respond to contingencies and natural disasters 
in the Indo-Pacific.  Australia supports a strong US presence in our region to uphold the rules and 
norms that have underpinned regional prosperity and security for over 70 years.  Both Australia 

Personnel of the Marine Rotational Force - 
Darwin prepare to board the flight for their 
departure from RAAF Darwin, Northern 
Territory. 
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and the United States remain committed to working with our allies and partners throughout the 
Indo-Pacific to ensure the region remains open, inclusive and prosperous. 
  
The 2019 rotation will continue to enhance the Australia-US partnership and strengthen both 
countries’ response capabilities as well as increase the training and engagement opportunities 
with regional partners. 
  

Australia and United States work together on aeromedical interoperability 
 

An aeromedical exercise was held recently as part of the Enhanced Air Cooperation program to 
enhance the partnership and interoperability between the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) and 
United States Air Force (USAF). Scenarios were played out mid-flight with an Aeromedical 
Evacuation team from No. 3 Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron (3AMES) and a USAF C-
17A Globemaster from Hickam Air Force Base in Hawaii.  The aeromedical team were given 
patients to load onto the aircraft, diagnose, treat, and offload to simulate a real-time 
aeromedical evacuation mission that may occur in situations such as Humanitarian Assistance 
and Disaster Relief, or on operations in a warlike environment. 
The media release can be accessed here. 
 

 
Defence Industry and Defence Science  
New cyber security centre opens in Adelaide  
 
Australians will be better protected from malicious cyber incidents with the official opening of 

the Commonwealth Government’s 
Joint Cyber Security Centre (JCSC) in 
Adelaide, South Australia on 23 
November.   Minister for Defence, the 
Hon Christopher Pyne MP, officially 
opened the Centre and welcomed 
representatives from federal and state 
governments, the academic 
community and business, including 
critical defence and energy industries. 
“This Centre is crucial to protecting 
our national assets including the wider 
Defence industry we depend on.” The 
new facility expands the footprint of 
the Government’s $47 million 
national Joint Cyber Security Program 
and Australia's Cyber Security 

Strategy.  It is part of Australia’s lead cyber security agency, the Australian Signals Directorate, 
and its Australian Cyber Security Centre (ACSC). 
 
The full Joint Media Release from Minister for Defence, The Hon Christopher Pyne MP, Minister 
for Home Affairs, The Hon Peter Dutton MP and the Minister for Industry,Science, and 
Technology, The Hon Karen Andrews MP can be accessed here. 
 

 

(R-L) Minister for Defence, the Hon Christopher Pyne, MP, and Assistant Director 
of the Joint Cyber Security Centre – Adelaide, Nathan Morelli, with 
representatives of industry bodies during the launch of the Joint Cyber Security 
Centre in Adelaide. 

 

https://www.airforce.gov.au/news-and-events/news/australia-and-united-states-work-together-aeromedical-interoperability
https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/cpyne/media-releases/new-cyber-security-centre-opens-adelaide


14 

 

Page | 14 Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW Inc 
ABN 80 724 654 162     www.rusinsw.org.au      office@rusinsw.org.au     Telephone: (02) 8262 2922      

 

International  
 
A number of international organisations publish excellent material on issues which impact on our 
region. The following reports are recommended: 
 
The Weekly Newsletter from RUSI includes an article by Dr Jack Watling is a Research Fellow at 
RUSI, responsible for the study of Land Warfare with the title:  NATO’s Trident Juncture 2018 
military exercise has served to solidify ties between member states, but the Alliance remains 
vulnerable in the eventuality of a military confrontation from Russia. The lead-in follows: 
“NATO has concluded its largest live exercise since the Cold War, after 50,000 troops from 31 
countries participated in Trident Juncture 2018, held from 25 October – 7 November in Norway. 
With its simulation of an invasion triggering an Article Five mutual security guarantee 
commitment from Alliance member states, Trident Juncture 2018 underscored growing tensions 
with Moscow. But the politics of the exercise was primarily aimed at bolstering the internal 
confidence of the Alliance, rather than deterring aggressors.” 
The full article can be accessed here. 

 
The Lowy Institute publishes “The Interpreter Weekly Digest” and its edition of  22 November 
2018 includes an article by Carlisle Richardson titled “Australia finds itself at a Pacific Crossroads” 
with the following lead-in “When Prime Minister Scott Morrison announced the establishment of 
the multibillion-dollar infrastructure development bank for the Pacific, the overriding sentiment 
was that this pivot to the South Pacific was designed to curb the rising Chinese presence in the 
region. But is this renewed attention to Australia’s Pacific neighbours part of a long-term 
strategy, one of the aspirations in the 2017 Foreign Policy White Paper, or is it a knee-jerk 
response? If the motive is indeed to counter and diminish a Chinese presence, what happens if 
that threat is lessened? Would there be a return to an earlier chapter of reduced attention to the 
Pacific Islands?”    The full article can be accessed here. 

 

The USNI News Weekly Update for 11/26/2018 included the report titled Australia, U.S. Set to 
Expand Papua New Guinea Naval Base by Tim Fish.  The introduction follows:   
 
‘The U.S. has announced it will join an Australian effort to push back against China’s expanding 
presence in South East Asia with the decision join in the modernization of the Lombrum naval 
base at Manus in Papua New Guinea. This unlikely country has suddenly become the focus of the 
struggle between the Western Pacific powers and China, which has been using its soft power to 
increase its influence in South East Asia over the past few years. 
 
On Nov. 16 during the APEC summit in the PNG capital Port Moresby, Vice President, Mike Pence, 
said “the United States will partner with Papua New Guinea and Australia on their joint initiative 
at Lombrum Naval Base on Manus Island. We will work with these nations to protect sovereignty 
and maritime rights of the Pacific Islands as well.”  Earlier in his speech Pence warned countries 
about succumbing to Chinese soft power by accepting loans and infrastructure programmes: “As 
we’re all aware, some are offering infrastructure loans to governments across the Indo-Pacific 
and the wider world. Yet the terms of those loans are often opaque at best. Projects they support 
are often unsustainable and of poor quality. And too often, they come with strings attached and 
lead to staggering debt.” He said the US offers a better option.” 
The full article can be accessed here. 

 
 

https://www.nato.int/cps/ic/natohq/news_160033.htm
https://rusi.org/commentary/nato’s-trident-juncture-2018-exercise-political-theatre-purpose
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-08/scott-morrison-announces-pacific-infrastructure-bank/10475452
https://www.afr.com/news/policy/foreign-affairs/australias-pacific-play-is-all-about-china-20181108-h17nff
https://www.fpwhitepaper.gov.au/
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2014/dec/15/foreign-aid-slashed-by-37bn-in-myefo-taking-total-coalition-cuts-to-11bn?CMP=share_btn_link
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/australia-finds-itself-pacific-crossroads
https://news.usni.org/2018/11/23/australia-u-s-set-expand-papa-new-guinea-naval-base?utm_source=USNI+News&utm_campaign=2dcd09538f-USNI_NEWS_DAILY&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0dd4a1450b-2dcd09538f-230392589&mc_cid=2dcd09538f&mc_eid=f2a93546e5
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security 
Studies, NSW Inc 
 
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal 
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW today is one of 
seven self-governing constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and 
Security Australia Limited. 
 
The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and 
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  
 
• educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security; 
• publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 
• provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issues by conducting regular 

lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security 
establishments; 

• provides professional development programs; 
• operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the 

late 18th century to the current day; and 
• conducts social and networking functions for members. 
 
Members and visitors are encouraged to use the library facilities for reading or research. The 
library is open on Monday and Wednesday from 1000h to 1500h and on Tuesday and Thursday 
by appointment. 
 
The Institute’s office and the Ursula Davidson Library are now located in the Centenary Extension 
of the Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, with access from Liverpool Street – close to Museum 
railway station, buses and car parking stations. 
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