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Introduction    
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal 
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, the aim of 
which is to provide members, stakeholders, and other interested parties up 
to date news of our latest activities and events, as well as selective 
information on defence issues. 
 
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are 
not required to be a member of the Institute. Invite your colleagues to 
receive this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the Institute’s 
website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter where they can register 
their email contact details. 

 

Upcoming Institute Lunchtime Lectures and Social Events   
 

Tuesday 30 April 2019  
Speaker: Brigadier Peter Connor, AM, Former Commander 
Australia’s Task Group, Afghanistan –  
Subject: The War in Afghanistan - A Recent Commander’s 
Experiences 

Brigadier Connor enlisted in the Australian Army in 1985, being 
commissioned in 1988 through Sydney University Regiment. He was 
allocated to the Royal Australian Infantry Corps. He served as a 
platoon commander with 4th Battalion Royal Green Jackets, a British 
Army Territorial infantry unit based in London. His further regimental service was through 2nd 
/17th Battalion, the Royal New South Wales Regiment (2/17 RNSWR) in Sydney. He commanded 
2/17 RNSWR from 2005 to 2006. 

Brigadier Connor has served in a wide range of appointments including Liaison Officer, 
operations and personnel staff officer at Brigade level, Eastern Region Infantry Corps adviser and 
Corps Consultant. At a Divisional level he served as SO1 Recruiting and Retention and as SO1 
Regional Operations, responsible for the coordination of deployments to the Solomon Islands. 

As a Senior Officer Brigadier Connor focus has been on capability development, force generation 
and change management. He served as Assistant Commander Headquarters 8th Brigade where 
he was responsible for individual training, operational generation and capability projects. He 
then served as G5, Headquarters 2nd Division with a focus on implementing Plan Beersheba and 
modernisation. In 2017 he served as Director General Reserves, Headquarters Forces Command 
and is currently Director General Reserves – Army. 
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Brigadier Connor’s command experience includes in 2007 deploying to the Solomon Islands as 
Commander Combined Task Force 635 (Rotation 12), Commander of the 9th Brigade in 2014 and 
Commander of the 8th Brigade from 2015 to 2016. From November 2017 to September 2018 
Brigadier Connor deployed to Kabul as Commander Task Group Afghanistan. He was appointed a 
Member of the Order of Australia for his command and leadership of 2/17 RNSWR and CTF 635. 

He is a Senior Investigator in the Sydney office of the Australian Securities and Investments 
Commission, working in the Close and Continuous Monitoring Program. 

 
Lectures are open to any interested person and will be held at The Anzac Memorial Auditorium, 
downstairs in the new south wing Anzac Memorial Hyde Park South – start time: 1pm.    
 
Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Cash payments only please, we 
are unable to process card payments. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is 
available before the lecture at no cost. A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon (cost: 
$8.00), but it must be ordered through the (8262 2922) by 12 noon the day before the lecture. 
 
 
All Institute Educational Events attract Continuing Professional Education Credits  
Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW Lectures: One hour credit;  
Half Day Seminars: Four hours credit;  
All Day Seminars: Six hours credit.  
To obtain a certificate for an educational event you attended please contact our office. 

 

Come in early and visit the library and/or the new exhibition in the Anzac Memorial on  
1919: A TIME TO MOURN, A TIME TO HOPE 

Objects on display are drawn from the Anzac Memorial Collection and loans from Sydney 
institutions and private collectors. The exhibition's centrepiece is an Australian red ensign that 
was flown from the Hooker family home in Sydney when they welcomed one wounded son from 
France and another, a member of the NSW-raised 7th Light Horse Regiment, from Palestine. 
Another exhibition highlight is a glass-topped table of curiosities and wartime souvenirs created 
by the Pines family, including 
brothers and cousins from 
around rural NSW who served 
in a range of units from 
infantry battalions on the 
Western Front to the 1st 
Australian Light Car Patrol in 
the Middle East. 

- Brad Manera, Senior Curator 
and Historian, Anzac Memorial 

https://www.anzacmemorial.nsw.gov.au/event/1919-time-mourn-time-hope  

 

https://www.anzacmemorial.nsw.gov.au/event/1919-time-mourn-time-hope
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How to get to RUSI NSW 
  

Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, SYDNEY NSW 2000 

Walking or wheel chair access:  from Liverpool Street, through the walkway between the 

waterfalls, to the Hall of Service reception desk. The Library is in the South East corner, behind 

the reception desk. 

There are Train, Bus and car parking details on our web page:  

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Getting_to_the_Institute_2018.pdf 
 

 
Institute Membership News  
 

A special welcome is extended to the following new members:   
 
Mr James Roger, Mr Graeme Fox, SCDT Jordan Wunderlich , Mr Roger Smith, Lt Col Paul 

Simadas,  Midshipman Lachlan Rowe RAN, Clint Johnson, Benjamin Shuhyta   

 

 
News about our journal UNITED SERVICE, a message to all RUSI NSW members from the 
President: 
 
It is with mixed feelings that I have to advise you that the Board has made the difficult decision 
to cease producing United Service in a printed format. Now 
entering its 73rd year of publication, United Service will 
continue to be published, but in an electronic format only for 
the foreseeable future. 
 
We were advised late last year that our journal's publisher, 
Pinnacle Publishing, was closing its business with effect from 
31 Dec 18. We then sought expressions of interest from a 
large number of other publishers and other organisations to 
either replace Pinnacle or suggest alternative arrangements 
whereby the journal could continue in a printed format. 
Unfortunately, none of the small number of proposals we 
received were acceptable to the Board because they would 
expose the Institute to an unacceptable level of financial risk. 
 
On the positive side, the new electronic format will give us the opportunity of achieving a far 
greater reach for the journal for no additional cost and while maintaining the very high standard 
of its content.  It is accessible on our website at http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Papers/2019AU.pdf  
I would welcome your feedback. 
 
Kind Regards              
Paul Irving  
President, RUSI NSW 
 
 

  

https://rusinsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8767b02a06f6fd63933dc7256&id=2d2e425065&e=86da85482d
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Papers/2019AU.pdf
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Highlighting our volunteers 
 
There is a small army of volunteers that have contributed to the high quality services that the 
RUSI NSW provides to our members and the public. 
 
We have benefited from volunteers who are professionals and have provided their expertise in 
editing, marketing, sales, web design, graphic design, cataloguing, curating, accounting, and 
event coordination.  
 

 
Have you thought if volunteering for the RUSI NSW? Do you have a special talent that could 
contribute to the excellent work we do?  
 
It's interesting work that can include simple office jobs, help with our monthly lectures, greet 
visitors and provide them with a tour of the library.  We are looking at extending our hours of 
operation to four days a week - Monday to Thursday - but we need volunteers to show people 
around the library. If you can commit a half day or full day once per week, please let us know by 
contacting us on 8262 2922. 
 
 

              Defence's best kept secret: RUSIDSS NSW has a facebook page       
 

https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/  
 

Use the link above and click on ‘like’ and tell your friends to do the same. Our facebook page 
will keep you informed about our events, publications, news and interesting defence and 
security matters. 
 
 

https://rusinsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8767b02a06f6fd63933dc7256&id=2dc82db420&e=86da85482d
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Recent Events of the Institute 
Tuesday 26 February 2019 held in the 
Auditorium Anzac Memorial 
Speaker:  Michael Pembroke, Historian 
Subject: The Tragedy on the Korean 
Peninsula 
Images: John Hutcheson   
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RUSI NSW Coffee Table Book – 2018, the Memorable Year 
 

“Relocation to the Anzac Memorial Hyde Park Sydney – 2018” 
 
This is an 80 page glossy hardback account, in pictures, of our relocation, with some 
historical notes. Compiled and written by John Rudd (RUSI NSW Secretary), Images by: 
Yvonne Butler (RUSI NSW Board), Theodora Fox (RUSI NSW Board), John Hutcheson (RUSI 
NSW Vice-President) and John Rudd (RUSI NSW Secretary).    
 
“It is not a historical document but more a pleasant and interesting read.” – John Rudd 
Cost is $55.00 + postage    
Email Attention to John Rudd to order and arrange pick-up or delivery charges. 
 
Direct Credit to - BSB 062 028 Account No. 1138 3565 and email to verify your payment – 
office@rusinsw.org.au     

mailto:office@rusinsw.org.au
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Latest Defence News  

Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2019 launches in Western Australia 
 

On 11 March, Minister for Defence Industry, Senator the Hon Linda Reynolds CSC launched Indo-
Pacific Endeavour 19 (IPE 19), the third iteration of this activity, as it commenced with the 

departure of HMA Ships Canberra, Success, 
Newcastle, and Parramatta from Fremantle 
in Western Australia.    Attending the launch 
on behalf of the Minister for Defence, the 
Hon Christopher Pyne MP, Minister 
Reynolds said she was pleased with the level 
of engagement planned with Australia’s 
Indian Ocean Region partners over the next 
three months. 1000 embarked ADF 
personnel will carry out a series of 
engagement activities and military training 
exercises during port visits in India, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand and Vietnam. The first port call for 
HMAS Canberra will be Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

The full media release can be accessed here.  
 

Joint Statement on Australia and New Zealand Defence Cooperation in the Pacific 
region issued on 28 February  
 

The close defence relations between Australia and New Zealand are enduring and deeply rooted 
in our shared military history. In 2018, our two Defence Ministers reaffirmed our mutual 
commitment to this alliance through a refreshed Joint Statement on Closer Defence Relations.  
We identified in the Statement three focus areas, which have guided our continued joint work, 
including through the Building Partner Capacity mission in Iraq, and our other shared Middle East 
contributions. Particularly pertinent, however, are our enduring interests and links to our own 
neighbourhood, the Pacific region, where we share a long history of contributing to a stable and 
prosperous region. 
 
Building on the 2018 Joint Statement, we express our intentions to work together in the Pacific 
region, in line with Australia’s ‘Pacific Step-Up’ and New Zealand’s ‘Pacific Reset’. New Zealand’s 
2018 Strategic Defence Policy Statement, released since last year’s Joint Statement, also 
supports this work. As the region’s largest security contributors, it is paramount that our focus 
on the Pacific is clearly communicated, policies and planning closely consulted, and engagement 
and activities well-coordinated. 
 
We prioritise our commitment to the security goals jointly agreed with our Pacific partners in the 
Boe Declaration. The Declaration reflects the security priorities of all the nations in our region. 
We support the expanded concept of security outlined in it and will, in line with its goals, 
prioritise the building of resilience to disasters and climate change. 
The full media release can be accessed here.  

 

HMAS Newcastle pulls away from the wharf and prepares to depart the 

Port of Fremantle for Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2019. 

 

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/cpyne/media-releases/indo-pacific-endeavour-2019-launches-western-australia
https://news.defence.gov.au/media/stories/joint-statement-defence-cooperation-pacific-region
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Chief of Army visits Middle East and North Africa 

Australian and Fijian soldiers of the Multinational Force and Observers (MFO) paraded in front of 
Australia’s Army Chief in a drill 
square in Egypt in February.   
Despite their distinctive terracotta-
coloured headgear, the Australian 
MFO contingent is a little-known 
part of the ADF’s operations, 
which were being visited by the 
Chief of Army, Lieutenant General 
Rick Burr, and the new 
Commander of Joint Task Force 
(JTF) 633, Air Vice Marshal Joe 
Iervasi. 
 
Australians have been part of the 
MFO – implemented as a result of 
the Camp David Agreement, which 
formally ended years of conflict 
between Israel and Egypt – since 
its early days in 1982. The Force is commanded by Australian Major General Simon Stuart and 
the small contingent of about 30 Australians works closely with the Fijian battalion based at 
Sharm-el Sheikh in Sinai. 
 
The multinational flavour was evident during Lieutenant General Burr’s six-day visit to the Middle 
East and North Africa region. His itinerary included the Australian contribution to the US-led 
coalition operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, and a visit to Operation Accordion troops at the 
main logistics base for the area.    The full media release can be accessed here.  
 
 

Upcoming Events by other Organisations  
 
Battlefield Tours – Sandakan, North Borneo 

Anzac Day, Sandakan, 23 April - 2 
May 2019: Institute historian and 
author, Lynette Silver, who has spent 30 
years researching and writing about 
wartime events in Borneo, will escort a tour 
group to Sandakan for Anzac Day. The 10-
day itinerary will follow the Sandakan 
prisoners-of-war death march route by 
vehicle and include a Dawn service at 

Sandakan and additional cultural activities 
and sightseeing. Price: $2995 per person, twin share, for the Borneo sector, including most meals 
and all entry fees.    For details: https://lynettesilver.com/tours/sandakan-anzac-day/  
  

Sandakan-Ranau Death March Treks, 2019: The 12-day trekking itinerary follows the Anzac Day 
itinerary, but includes six days of walking along a 95km section of the track identified and opened 

Image source: http://www.battleforaustralia.asn.au/Whatis.php 

Commander Task Group Afghanistan, Brigadier Jane Spalding, AM, Commander Joint 
Task Force 633, Air Vice Marshall Joe Iervasi, AM, Chief of the Australian Army, 
Lieutenant General Rick Burr, AO, DSC, MVO and Regimental Sergeant Major - Army, 
Warrant Officer Grant McFarlane, OAM during the Chief of Army's visit to Task 
Group Afghanistan in Kabul, Afghanistan 

https://news.defence.gov.au/media/stories/chief-army-visits-middle-east-and-north-africa
https://lynettesilver.com/tours/sandakan-anzac-day/
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up by Lynette in 2005. Accommodation is good standard (no camping). Price: $3,200 per person, 
twin share, for treks accompanied by Lynette (16 - 27 August). 
For details: https://sandakandeathmarch.com/tours/challenge-highlights-challenge-tour/ 
Lynette Silver can be contacted at lynettesilver@gmail.com 
All bookings: Roz Martindale, Wahroonga Travel: roz.wahroonga@optusnet.com.au; 02 9489 
1978; 0402 081 104. 
 

Battle Honours Australia (BHA) is conducting a tour of Gallipoli in May 2019 by joining the 
UK Gallipoli Association’s annual tour to the peninsula, to be managed by Battle Honours UK 
(BHL). 

The BHA tour commences in Istanbul on Friday 3rd May and ends in Istanbul on Saturday 11 May 
2019. Peter Sweeney and Ron Lyons, joint owners of Battle Honours Australia (BHA), will escort 
clients from Sydney. 

Ron and Peter, both associate members of the International Guild of Battlefield Guides (UK), will 
be part of the BHL guiding team on the ground. 
The full itinerary including costs and travel arrangements can be seen at www.battle-

honours.com.au/tours/gallipoli-tour-may-2019  and inquiries to email: info@battlehonours.com.au  
 
 

General Defence News 
 

HMAS Choules Visits Honiara 
  
The Royal Australian Navy’s HMAS Choules arrived in Honiara 5 March for a three-day visit to 
train with, and deliver stores for, the Royal Solomon Islands Police Force (RSIPF) in advance of 

the national general elections in April.  
Australian Defence Force personnel from 
all Services have deployed on HMAS 
Choules for a month-long activity to 
undertake engagement and training with 
our regional partners and other 
government agencies in the Southwest 
Pacific.  The Commander of the Joint Task 
Group, Commander Phillipa Hay, said the 
deployment provides an opportunity to 
contribute to long-standing relationships 
and enduring engagement with Pacific 
island nations. 
 
The HMAS Choules deployment to Papua 

New Guinea, Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu is part of a continued Australian presence in the 
region.   The full media release can be accessed here.   
 

Search for lost Australian WWII destroyer to begin off Sri Lanka 

One of the remaining maritime mysteries of World War II may soon be solved, thanks to a joint 
operation between the Royal Australian Navy and the Sri Lankan Navy.   Nine sailors died when 
the destroyer HMAS Vampire sank after enduring an intensive Japanese air attack off the Sri 

 HMAS Choules arrives in Honiara, Solomon Islands. 

 

https://sandakandeathmarch.com/tours/challenge-highlights-challenge-tour/
mailto:lynettesilver@gmail.com
http://www.battle-honours.com.au/tours/gallipoli-tour-may-2019
http://www.battle-honours.com.au/tours/gallipoli-tour-may-2019
mailto:info@battlehonours.com.au
https://news.defence.gov.au/media/media-releases/hmas-choules-visits-honiara
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Lankan coast. The Vampire had been attempting to protect the Royal Navy aircraft carrier HMS 
Hermes on 9 April 1942.    
 
Commander of Australia’s Fleet, Rear Admiral 
Jonathan Mead said the ship’s precise 
location had never been confirmed but that a 
new lead had recently emerged.  “This new 
information was shared during recent high-
level Navy to Navy talks conducted in 
Colombo,” Rear Admiral Mead said.  “We 
have always known roughly where the 
Vampire went down but its exact location has 
proved elusive. “There are no guarantees of 
success but we owe it to the families of those 
on board to follow up this new lead.”  Further 
research by both Australian and Sri Lankan 
hydrographers in recent months concluded that there is a strong chance HMAS Vampire’s final 
resting place has been identified.  
 
The Australian hydrographic ship HMAS Leeuwin and mine hunter HMAS Diamantina are in the 
region to assist with a more thorough search.  “Whatever the outcome, we are most grateful to 
Sri Lanka for their cooperation and understanding," Rear Admiral Mead said.  “The Vampire story 
illustrates the enduring ties we have with Sri Lanka and the Indian Ocean region.” 
 
Families and friends can register their interest to keep updated with the search of HMAS  
Vampire by emailing: mailto:vampire.search@defence.gov.au  
The full media release can be accessed here.   
 
 

 Army's Birthday and New Banner Presentation 

Celebrations for the Australian Army’s 118th birthday 
commenced 1 March with Australia’s Governor-General, His 
Excellency General the Hon Sir Peter Cosgrove, AK, MC (Retd) 
and Victoria Cross recipient Corporal Dan Keighran, VC, 
presenting the Australian Army with a new Army Banner on 
behalf of the nation.    
 
The Banner, consecrated at the Royal Military College 
Duntroon Chapel on 20 February 2019, was accepted on 
behalf of all ranks of the Australian Army by Regimental 
Sergeant Major – Army, Warrant Officer Grant McFarlane, 
OAM.  Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Rick Burr AO, DSC, 
MVO, said the Army’s birthday was a day to recognise and 
remember all that the Army’s soldiers had achieved and 
endured over the past 118 years. 
The full media release can be accessed here.  
 

 

mailto:vampire.search@defence.gov.au
https://news.defence.gov.au/media/media-releases/search-lost-australian-wwii-destroyer-begin-sri-lanka
https://news.defence.gov.au/media/media-releases/armys-birthday-and-new-banner-presentation
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Hawk Lead-In Fighter Modification Complete  
 

Minister for Defence, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, announced on 7 March the completion of 
the final aircraft in a significant modification program for the Royal Australian Air Force fleet of 
Hawk Lead-In Fighter aircraft.  Minister Pyne said the milestone was important in ensuring we 
have a world-class training capability. “Completion of the aircraft modification program means 
the Lead-In Fighter training capability is well positioned to support Air Force’s fast-jet pilots for 
transition to the next generation of fighter aircraft including the Joint Strike Fighter, Super 
Hornet and Growler capabilities,” Minister Pyne said. “The aircraft upgrades commenced in 
2014, as part of a Lead-In Fighter Capability Assurance Program which also included the delivery 
of new flight simulators for the Hawk-127 fleet.” Operated by Numbers 76 and 79 Squadrons at 
RAAF Bases Williamtown (NSW) and Pearce (WA), the Hawk fleet comprises 33 aircraft and is 
used to train qualified RAAF pilots to operate the next generation of fighter aircraft. 
The full media report can be accessed here. 
  

 
Defence Exercises   

Air Force wraps up Exercise Red Flag in the US 

On 18 February the Royal Australian Air 
Force (RAAF) completed three-weeks of 
intensive training during Exercise Red Flag 
Nellis 19-1 in Nevada, United States.  
RAAF deployed with six F/A-18A Hornets, 
one E-7A Wedgetail aircraft, one AP-3C 
(Electronic Warfare) Orion aircraft, and up 
to 370 personnel.   The aircraft flew day 
and night missions throughout the 
exercise, ensuring a wide range of 
conditions were covered in the training 
scenarios.  Group Captain Hinton Tayloe, 
Commander Task Group Headquarters 
said it was a successful exercise for the 
three partner nations – Australia, the 
United States and the United Kingdom. 
 
Exercise Red Flag was established in 1975, with Australia being a regular participant since 1980. 
Exercise 19-1 was held from 22 January to 15 February 2019.  
The full media release can be accessed here.   

 

Air Force joins United States and Japan for Exercise Cope North 

The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) deployed 16 aircraft and over 450 personnel to participate 
in Exercise Cope North in Guam. The exercise focused on interoperability with Australia’s 

A Royal Australian Air Force Number 2 Squadron E-7A Wedgetail aircraft 
sits on the tarmac prepared for its next mission on Exercise Red Flag 19-1 
out of Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada, USA. 
 

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/cpyne/media-releases/hawk-lead-fighter-modification-complete
https://news.defence.gov.au/media/media-releases/air-force-wraps-exercise-red-flag-us
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counterparts from the United States and Japan.   Exercise Cope North, held from 18 February to 
8 March 2019 at Andersen Air Force Base, is a long-standing joint military exercise to improve 
combat readiness, humanitarian assistance procedures and cooperation between the defence 
forces of the United States, Australia and Japan.  

 
Group Captain Nicholas Hogan, 
Australian Commander for Exercise Cope 
North, said it was an effective way to 
strengthen military alliances.  “More than 
2,900 military personnel and 
approximately 100 aircraft from the 
RAAF, United States Air Force, United 
States Navy and Japan Air Self Defense 
Force will participate,” Group Captain 
Hogan said. 
 
Twelve F/A-18A Hornets, an E-7A 
Wedgetail Airborne Early Warning and 
Control aircraft, two C-27J Spartans, a 
KC-30A Multi-Role Tanker Transport, a 
Combat Support Element and an 

Aeromedical Evacuation Team deployed to the exercise. The full media release can be accessed 
here.   
 

 
Defence Industry and Defence Science  

Australian Research Satellite: Progress Update 

Defence is continuing to learn valuable lessons in developing spacecraft systems tailored to 
Australian needs.  Under our current space program, an Australian miniature satellite, developed 
by the University of New South Wales Canberra under a research agreement with the Royal 
Australian Air Force, was launched from the United States in December 2018.  The mission, 
known as Mission 1 (M1), is pushing the boundaries of small space technology for the Air Force. 
While efforts are still underway to communicate with the satellite, this is all part of the 
exploratory work. 
 
Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Leo Davies congratulated the team on the launch.  “This mission 
has provided the opportunity to build a team of engineers with the ability to design, build and 
operate satellites,” Air Marshal Davies said.  “With every mission we can take away valuable 
lessons that can be applied to future satellites. The next satellites in the program will now 
include additional communications paths, one of which operates independently from the rest of 
the satellite system.” 
 
The satellite program is a collaborative effort between the Royal Australian Air Force, the 
University of New South Wales Canberra, Defence Science and Technology, and industry to 
demonstrate maritime surveillance technologies and provide new ways to enhance Australia’s 
future Defence space capability.    The full report can be accessed here. 
 

A United States Air Force B-52 takes off from Andersen Air Force Base, to 
demonstrate a large force employment, between the Royal Australian Air 
Force , United States Air Force and the Japan Air Self-Defense Force, as part 
of Exercise Cope North 19, Andersen Air Force Base, Guam. 

 

https://news.defence.gov.au/media/media-releases/air-force-joins-united-states-and-japan-exercise-cope-north
https://news.defence.gov.au/media/media-releases/air-force-joins-united-states-and-japan-exercise-cope-north
https://news.defence.gov.au/media/media-releases/australian-research-satellite-progress-update
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Government Signs Historic Agreement to Benefit Australian Industry 
 
The first Australian Industry Capability (AIC) Deed was signed on 28 February between the 
Department of Defence and Northrop Grumman, creating new opportunities for Australia’s 
defence industry.  The AIC Deed represents a commitment by Northrop Grumman to pursuing 
the use of Australian industry in their supply chain for any future Government-to-Government 
procurements.  Minister Ciobo witnessed the signing at the 2019 Avalon International Airshow. 
The full media release can be accessed here.   
 

 
International  
 
A number of international organisations publish excellent material on issues that impact on our 
region.  The following reports are recommended. 
 
The Strategist is the commentary and analysis site of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute 
(ASPI), an independent, non-partisan think tank based in Canberra. The Strategist aims to provide 
fresh ideas on Australia’s critical defence and strategic policy choices as well as encourage and 
facilitate discussion and debate among the strategy community and Australian public.   The views 
expressed on The Strategist are those of the individual authors and don’t represent the views of 
ASPI or the institutions to which the authors are attached. The Strategist issued on 7 March 
contains posts by: 
 
Mike Scrafton, a former senior Defence executive, former 
CEO of a state statutory body, and former chief of staff and 
ministerial adviser to the defence minister, titled Australia 
needs a real debate on a national security strategy in which 
he considers the contributions to The Strategist over the past 
few months, by Senator Jim Molan, in which he has been 
making the case for Australia to develop a national security 
strategy. The post can be accessed here.   Imagesource: 
www.aspistrategist.org.au 
 
 

 
Sam Bateman, a professorial research fellow at the Australian 
National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security at the 
University of Wollongong, titled Does Australia need a merchant 
shipping fleet in which he considers the plan of the Labor Party, 
if elected, to enhance Australia’s economic sovereignty and 
national security by creating a strategic merchant shipping fleet. 
The post can be accessed here.  
Imagesource: www.aspistrategist.org.au  

  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/cpyne/media-releases/defence-expand-research-activities-northrop-grumman
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australia-needs-a-real-debate-on-a-national-security-strategy/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Weekly%20The%20Strategist+CID_e0cba397166d372316c83191ece743f2&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Australia%20needs%20a%20real%20debate%20on%20a%20national%20security%20strategy
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/does-australia-need-a-merchant-shipping-fleet/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australia-needs-a-real-debate-on-a-national-security-strategy/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly The Strategist&utm_content=Weekly The Strategist+CID_e0cba397166d372316c83191ece743f2&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Australia needs a real debate on a national security strategy
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/does-australia-need-a-merchant-shipping-fleet/


14 

 

Page | 14 Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW Inc 
ABN 80 724 654 162     www.rusinsw.org.au      office@rusinsw.org.au     Telephone: (02) 8262 2922      

 

Rod Lyon, a senior fellow at ASPI and Huong Le Thu, a 
senior analyst at ASPI titled Failure in Hanoi? Don’t sweat 
the small stuff in which they review the breakdown of the 
US–DPRK summit held in Hanoi February 27–28, 2019. 
The post opens with the following statement “Most of 
the speculation turns upon the question of who wins and 
who loses from the busted flush in Hanoi. Should we be 
grateful that President Donald Trump chose to walk 
rather than tie the US to a bad outcome? Does Kim Jong-
un regret overbidding his hand? Are both leaders now bitter, resentful and reluctant to invest 
further time and political capital in each other? Is the hope of North Korean denuclearisation 
dead? If so, what does that mean for other, more unsettling, options? Is Japan the real regional 
winner from the summit’s collapse? Those are all serious questions, but we should start by 
understanding what the Trump–Kim summits really are”.  The post can be accessed here.    
 
 
 

  
The Lowy Institute publishes “The Interpreter Weekly 
Digest” and its edition of 7 March 2019 includes an 
article by Robert E Kelly titled “Trump is 0–2 in his on-
the-fly diplomacy with Kim. Time to stop”.   The article 
can be accessed here.  
Image source: White House/Flickr 
 
 

 
 
 
The USNI News Weekly Update for 03132019 includes a Report to Congress on Trump-Kim 
Summit in Hanoi by the US Naval Institute Staff. The introduction follows and the full report can 
be accessed here.      
 
“On February 27 and 28, President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong-un met in 
Hanoi to discuss North Korea’s nuclear and missile programs, as well as the establishment of a 
new relationship between the two countries. The two leaders had held one prior summit, in 
Singapore, in June 2018. The Hanoi summit ended earlier than scheduled, with the cancelation of 
both a lunch and a ceremony to sign a joint statement. President Trump and U.S. officials said 
that the two leaders parted amicably, and that they expected dialogue would resume at a later 
date. An article in North Korea’s state-run media also presented the summit in a positive light 
and mentioned that the two leaders agreed to “continue productive dialogues.” South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in offered to help the United States and North Korea narrow their 
differences. The United States and North Korea (Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, DPRK) 
each attributed the summit’s breakdown to their inability to resolve differences over the scope 
and sequencing of concessions, specifically DPRK denuclearization measures in exchange for 
sanctions relief. 
 

 
  

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/failure-in-hanoi-dont-sweat-the-small-stuff/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/trump-0-2-his-fly-diplomacy-kim-time-stop
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/trump-0-2-his-fly-diplomacy-kim-time-stop
https://news.usni.org/2019/03/07/report-congress-trump-kim-summit-hanoi?utm_source=USNI+News&utm_campaign
https://news.usni.org/2019/03/07/report-congress-trump-kim-summit-hanoi?utm_source=USNI+News&utm_campaign
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/trump-0-2-his-fly-diplomacy-kim-time-stop
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security 
Studies, NSW Inc 
 
 
 
 
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United Services 
Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW today is one of seven self-governing constituent 
bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Australia Limited. 
 
The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and 
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  
 
• educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security; 
• publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 
• provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issues by conducting regular 

lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security 
establishments; 

• provides professional development programs; 
• operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the 

late 18th century to the current day; and 
• conducts social and networking functions for members 
 
Members and visitors are encouraged to use the library facilities for reading or research. The 
library is open on Monday and Wednesday from 1000h to 1500h and on Tuesday and Thursday 
by appointment. 
 
The Institute’s office and the Ursula Davidson Library are now located in the Centenary Extension 
of the Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, with access from Liverpool Street – close to Museum 
railway station, buses and car parking stations. 
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