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Introduction  
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal United 
Services Institute of NSW (RUSI NSW), the aim of which is to provide members, 
stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of our latest activities 
and events as well as selective information on defence issues.   
 
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are not 
required to be a member of the RUSI of NSW.  Invite your colleagues to receive 
this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the RUSI NSW website 
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter  where they can register their email contact details. 
 

Latest News  

Joint Statement on Counter-ISIL/Daesh Cooperation by the Defense Ministers 
of Australia, France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom 
and the United States 

 The following statement was released on 21st January 2016 by the 
defense ministers of Australia, France, Germany, Italy, the 
Netherlands, the United Kingdom and the United States following a 
meeting co-hosted by France and the United States in Paris on 
counter-ISIL cooperation.  Australian Minister for Defence Marise 
Payne, French Minister of Defense Jean-Yves Le Drian; German 
Minister of Defense Ursula von der Leyen, Italian Minister of 
Defense Roberta Pinotti, Dutch Minister of Defense Jeanine 
Hennis-Plasschaert, British Secretary of State for Defence Michael 
Fallon; and American Secretary of Defense Ash Carter led their 
respective delegations. 
 
“Today in Paris – at the invitation of French Minister of Defense Jean-Yves Le Drian and U.S. 
Secretary of Defense Ash Carter – we discussed opportunities to intensify and accelerate the 
counter-ISIL/Daesh military campaign in Iraq and Syria, our shared approach to defend 
against its global ambitions, and to ensure the protection of our citizens. ISIL/Daesh are on 
the back foot. But there is more we need to do. 
We reaffirmed our governments’ continuing substantial commitment to work together with 
the entire C-ISIL/Daesh Coalition to accelerate and intensify the campaign against ISIL/Daesh, 
in order to deliver a lasting defeat to this barbaric organization. We expressed our broad 
support for the campaign plan objectives, and the need to continue gathering momentum in 
our campaign, as it moves into its next phase targeting ISIL/Daesh’s vulnerabilities. We 
discussed military campaign requirements to expand efforts against ISIL/Daesh and 
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committed to work together with other military and non-military contributors to fill these 
requirements. We agreed to review regularly the coalition’s campaign plan and the progress 
in its implementation. 
The military campaign is an essential part of our overall effort to defeat and destroy 
ISIL/Daesh, but it is not sufficient. We are committed to ensuring the coherence of our 
military actions with the comprehensive efforts to set the conditions for sustainable political 
stability in the region. 
We thank all of our partners are helping us advance the military campaign against 
ISIL/Daesh and its infrastructure. We recognize in particular the dedication and steadfastness 
of local partner forces. 
We endorsed Secretary Carter’s proposal for defense ministers of the C-ISIL/Daesh Coalition 
force contributing nations to convene their first Defense Ministerial, in February.” 

 
Australian Command Handover in the Middle East  
Rear Admiral Trevor Jones, AO, CSC RAN handed over command of Joint Task Force 633 (JTF 
633) in the Middle East to Air Vice Marshal Tim Innes CSC on 25 January 2016.  A Transfer of 
Authority ceremony held at Camp Baird, Australia’s main operating base in the Middle East, 
marked the occasion.   The two-star command position oversees Australian Defence 
capabilities that include military training forces, strike aircraft and a patrolling warship. 

 
Rear Admiral Jones was the first Navy 
officer to hold the two-star position, an 
opportunity he described as both 
challenging and humbling but extremely 
rewarding.  “The Defence capabilities 
deployed to the Middle East and 
Afghanistan are very complex and diverse,” 
Rear Admiral Jones said.  “We have an Air 
Task Group conducting operations in Iraq 
and Syria, Australian soldiers working 
alongside New Zealand soldiers to train 
Iraqi soldiers, Special Operations soldiers 
advising and assisting Iraqi Special Forces; 
soldiers training and advising Afghan 

security forces, and a range of other personnel supporting Coalition headquarters across the 
region.” 
 
“We also have a warship intercepting drug and contraband traffickers at sea to disrupt 
funding for terrorists.”  “This diversity places great demands on all the men and women of 
the Task Force and its Task Groups, and I feel both humbled and honoured to have led men 
and women of the highest calibre during what has been a turbulent period for the Middle 
East.” 
 
Incoming commander Air Vice Marshal Tim Innes said he is privileged to assume command. 
“The Australians in the Middle East region are a respected, trusted and valued ally for many 
nations,” Air Vice Marshal Innes said.  “Our Task Force is in good shape, and for that I must 
thank Rear Admiral Jones.”  Air Vice Marshal Innes said the commencement of his command 

The departing Commander of Joint Task Force 633, Rear Admiral 
Trevor Jones (left), Warrant Officer Gary Wight (centre), the Task 
Force’s Command Warrant Officer, and incoming commander Air Vice 
Marshal Tim Innes. 
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comes at a time when there is a change in momentum for the region.  “We have witnessed 
the retaking of Ramadi and the reaffirmation of international support for Afghanistan,” he 
said.  “The next 12 months of command will be challenging, but as we have seen in Iraq we 
are making progress.”   “With the support of people back in Australia we will continue our 
work, confident that we are working towards a better future for the people of the region.” 
Serving under Operation Accordion, JTF 633 provides the command and support functions 
for Defence personnel serving on operations in Iraq, Afghanistan and at sea on maritime 
security operations in the Gulf and northern Indian Ocean. 
 
Rear Admiral Jones returns to Australia having completed his 14-month deployment and will 
shortly retire from the ADF after a 38-year career. 

 
Public hearings for Defence Honours and Awards Appeals Tribunal’s Long Tan 
honours review 
 
The issue of recognition for Australian soldiers who fought in the Battle of Long Tan, Vietnam 
is to be reviewed by the independent Defence Honours and Awards Appeals Tribunal.   The 
review follows an application on behalf of 13 soldiers by Lieutenant Colonel Harry Smith SG 
MC (Retd), one of the commanders, in the battle regarded as a watershed moment in 
Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War.  
 
 Assistant Minister for Defence 
Darren Chester said on 12 February 
that he was pleased the Tribunal 
was progressing to public hearings 
for the review. 
“I’m confident that the Tribunal’s 
review will finally resolve this 

important issue for veterans and 
their families,” Mr Chester said.  “I 
look forward to receiving the Tribunal’s recommendations, once the hearings and the 
Tribunal’s further deliberations are completed.” 
Seventeen Australians were killed and 25 wounded when on 18 August 1966, 108 men of D 
Company, 6RAR held off an assault by more than 2,000 enemies in the middle of a tropical 
downpour. They were greatly assisted by a timely ammunition resupply by RAAF helicopters, 
close fire support from Australian artillery, and the arrival of reinforcements in Armoured 
Personnel Carriers late in the battle. 
The Tribunal will consider honours for 13 veterans of the Battle of Long Tan, including a 
Victoria Cross for the late Warrant Officer 2 Jack Kirby, who received a Distinguished 
Conduct Medal for his gallantry during the battle.   The Tribunal will hear evidence from 
veterans of the battle, representatives of the Department of Defence, and witnesses called 
by the applicant, Lieutenant Colonel Harry Smith SG MC (Retd).  The Tribunal will hold public 
hearings from Tuesday 1 March to Thursday 3 March 2016, at The Sebel, Maroochydore. 
 
Further information is available here   

Image Source:  Defence Honours and Awards Appeal Tribunal 
https://defence-honours-tribunal.gov.au/ 

http://www.defence-honours-tribunal.gov.au/
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Institute News 

Executive and Council Meetings.  A Special Executive Committee Meeting was held 
on 27 January and Executive and Council Meetings were held on Monday 8th 
February. 

Changes within RUSI of NSW   The last 12 months or so have seen a number of changes 
proposed for the environment in which the Royal United Services Institute of Australia 
(RUSIA) and its Constituent Bodies (CB), including our RUSI of NSW, operate.   These have 
come from a review by Department of Defence of its relationship and support for the RUSIA 
and its CB’s and from a need for the RUSI of NSW to respond to these changes and to its 
internal management arrangements.   The Executive Committee and the Council of RUSI of 
NSW have had a number of meetings to decide how to respond to these changes and their 
deliberations are still being considered although a number of changes to our method of 
operations are nearing finalisation.   When these decisions are finalised the membership of 
RUSI of NSW will be informed.   In the meantime, members can rest assured that the Council 
is putting a great deal of effort into looking after the interests of Institute and its members. 

 
New Members    A special welcome is extended to the following new members: 
 

Auburn RSLSub Branch (Corporate) 
BRIG Phillip Bridie 
Michael Dwyer  
Rowald Hack    
Jeffrey Walker  

 
Deceased Members   It is with a deep sense of sadness that the passing of the following 
members is recorded: 
 

LTCOL Robert Leece 
COL John Quinn   (member since 9/08/1949) 

 
Honours and Awards of Members    The following members were recognised in the Australia 
Day Awards: 
 
Appointed to be a Member in the Military Division of the Order of Australia (AM) 
Air Vice-Marshal Gavin Alexander Turnbull – for exceptional service to the Australian 
Defence Force in air combat capacity development and support to military operations. 

 
Awarded a Medal in the General Division of the Order of Australia (OAM) 
Lieutenant Colonel Ian MacKenzie Guild MBE (Ret’d) – for service to veterans and their 
families. 
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Upcoming RUSI NSW Events  
 
Tuesday 23 February 2016    Tom Switzer Research Associate, United 
States Studies Centre University of Sydney and Editor of American Review 
-  Subject: To be confirmed.   This is open to any interested person. To be 
held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney.  
Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event 
registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at 
no cost.   A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon  (cost: $8.00), 
but it must be ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day 
before the lecture. 
 

Tuesday 29th March 2016   Admiral Chris Barrie AC RAN (Ret’d) 
Climate Institute - Subject: "Climate change and its implications for 
the Australian Defence Force."   This is open to any interested 
person. To be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 
Pitt Street, Sydney.  Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-
members $15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is 
available before the lecture at no cost.   A sandwich lunch is also 
available from 12 noon  (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through 
the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before the lecture. 

 
Tuesday 26 April 2016     Professor Clive Williams, Macquarie University – Subject: “An 
update on the war in Syria and the Syrian refugee crisis”.   This is open to any interested 
person. To be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney.  
Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration is 
unnecessary. Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost.   A sandwich lunch is also 
available from 12 noon  (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the office (9393 2325) 
by 2 pm on the day before the lecture. 
 

Tuesday 31 May 2016    The 2016 Seminar on Military Strategy will examine  
"The Strategic Significance of Cyber and Space"   
at Parliament House, Macquarie Street, Sydney - 1300 – 1800 hours. 

 

The 2016 Defence White Paper is expected to give increased 
emphasis to Cyber and Space, which have joined Sea, Land, and Air as 
major domains of warfare in the 21st century.  In this seminar, we 
seek to promote informed understanding in the broader community 
of the nature and strategic significance of Cyber and Space; and 
contribute to the continuing professional education of defence and 
national security professionals. 
 
An expert panel led by Mr Stephen Meekin, AM, Deputy Secretary (Intelligence & Security) 
Department of Defence will explain the significance of these two domains via a series of 
presentations on different aspects of the topic and then will debate key issues  to emerge 
during the presentations.   



6 

 

Page | 6                 Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute New South Wales               ABN 80 724 654 162 
                www.rusinsw.org.au    office@rusinsw.org.au     Telephone: (02) 9393 2325               Fax: (02) 9393 3543 

 

The expert panel will consist of Mr Stephen Meekin AM, Mr Clive Lines,  Air Commodore 
Stephen Osborne CSC, Professor Jill Slay AM, Brigadier Marcus Thompson AM, and Air 
Vice-Marshal Andrew Dowse AM.  His Excellency, General The Honourable David Hurley, 
AC, DSC (Ret’d), Governor of New South Wales and Patron of the Royal United Services 
Institute of New South Wales has been invited to open the seminar. 
 

Registration is open and Attendance Fees are RUSIA members $40.00; non-members $60.00; 
non-member concession (students; ADF members) $46.   Pre-event registration is essential; 
for inquiries, contact Mrs Theodora Fox on 02 9393 2325 to book and pay by 20 May 2016.   
To access registration form click here.   Payment by PayPal option click here  
 

Tuesday 28 June 2016   MAJGEN P.W. Gilmore, AO, DSC, Commander, 
Forces Command – Subject “Raising and training an army  in the 21st 
century.  This is open to any interested person. To be held at Sydney 
Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney.  Attendance 
fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration 
is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost.   A 
sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon  (cost: $8.00), but it must 
be ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before 
the lecture. 

 

Recent Past Events of the Institute   
 

Wednesday 27th January 2016  Neil James  Australian Defence 
Association & RUSIA spoke on "“Constraints on the formulation of 
Australian Defence policy” 
 

Upcoming Events by other Organisations  
 

Friday 1 July 2016    The University of New South Wales Association Mid-Year Lunch in the 
ISC Room at the Royal Automobile Club at 89 Macquarie Street (12.30pm for 1pm).   
Members' partners and friends are also most welcome to attend, and the cost will be 
$110.00 per person, with payment on the day by cheque or by cash.   RSVP by Friday 24th 
June 2016 to the Secretary, Peter Godfrey, email:  afbanc1@bigpond.net.au or phone him on 
0438 555 303. 
Saturday 16 April 2016   A One-Day Conference “Kokoda and Beyond Papua and New Guinea 
1942-1945” convened by the Military History and Heritage Victoria Inc, will be held at the  
Pompey Elliott Memorial Hall, 403 Camberwell Road, Melbourne.   This one day conference 
will examine this critical period of Australia’s military history and will include fresh analysis 
and insights from a highly informed and relevant range of historians and veterans.   Entry fee 
$50 for MHHV members and concession, $75 for general admission.   Register click here  

31 May – 2 June 2016     CIVSEC 2016, a program of conferences, seminars and symposia will 

be held in Melbourne.  The program will address a wide range of civil security and civil 

defence topics presented by government and non-government organisations, strategic think 

tanks, research bodies and academic institutions.      For further information please email 

expo@amda.com.au and further information will be available shortly at the CIVSEC website 

www.civsec.com.au 

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/CyberSpaceFlyer201605.pdf
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/datacap/function_pay_NMC.asp?functionname=Cyber+and+Space+Seminar&functiondat=31+May+2016&membercost=40&nmccost=46&nonmembercost=60
mailto:afbanc1@bigpond.net.au
http://www.mhhv.org.au/?page_id=673&event_id=1019
mailto:expo@amda.com.au


7 

 

Page | 7                 Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute New South Wales               ABN 80 724 654 162 
                www.rusinsw.org.au    office@rusinsw.org.au     Telephone: (02) 9393 2325               Fax: (02) 9393 3543 

 

 

RUSI NSW January Luncheon Lecturer,  Neil James,  
"Constraints on the Formulation 0f Australian Defence 
Policy"     
 
Images from top to bottom:   
Neil James  ready to present his paper.    
 
Neil James fielding questions form Chris Skinner and other 
RUSI NSW members. 
 
Lt. Col. Ken Broadhead (RUSI NSW Councillor) introducing 
the January speaker. 
 
Neil James discussing a military curiosity with Noel 
Ramsden, RUSI NSW member. 
 
Images source : John Hutcheson 
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General Defence News  
 
HMAS Melbourne sails home from successful deployment   Royal Australian Navy frigate 
HMAS Melbourne is returning home to Australia after completing more than 50 boarding 
operations and seizing almost a tonne of heroin during a Middle Eastern deployment.  The 

guided missile frigate handed over maritime 
security responsibilities to sister ship, HMAS Darwin, 
after five months of operations in support of 
Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) and more than six 
months away from home.   Commander Bill Waters, 
Commanding Officer of Melbourne, commended the 
ship’s company of 223 officers and sailors for their 
commitment and efforts that ensured a successful 
deployment.   During the deployment, Melbourne 
patrolled more than 37,000 nautical miles, her 
embarked S-70B Seahawk helicopter flew 350 
hours and the galley served more than 100,000 
meals to keep the ship operating 24 hours per day.  

Additionally, Melbourne was awarded the 2015 Duke of Gloucester Cup for being the best 
unit across the Royal Australian Navy. This is further testimony to the level of 
professionalism and dedication Melbourne’s crew has shown throughout the 
year.  Melbourne has been conducting maritime security operations with the multinational 
force as part of Combined Task Force 150. The ship’s operations have encompassed the 
Indian Ocean and Arabian Gulf during her deployment.  Melbourne tasking was her eighth 
deployment to the Middle East region and the 61st rotation of a Royal Australian Navy vessel 
to the region since 1990.       
 
Gifting of heritage aircraft ‘shares the Air Force history’   The Royal Australian Air Force 
announced on 5 February the successful recipients of three retired Air Force heritage aircraft 
being gifted to Australian historical organisations.  The three aircraft have been on display at 
various RAAF Bases across Australia for decades but, following a competitive evaluation, 
they will now be restored by the successful organisations and placed on public display within 
their museums. 
 

 Lockheed SP-2H Neptune A89-272 served with 10 Squadron in the 1960s in a maritime 
patrol role, and until recently was on display at the entrance to RAAF Base Townsville in 
north Queensland. This aircraft has been gifted to the Historical Aircraft Restoration 
Society at the Illawarra Regional Airport for restoration and display at its facility at Parkes 
in western NSW.  

 Canberra A84-203 was built in Australia in 1953 at the Government Aircraft Factory at 
Fishermans Bend in Melbourne. It served with No 2 Squadron at RAAF Base Amberley, 
was converted to a dual control Mk 21 trainer in 1958, and has been on display at the 
RAAF Amberley Aviation Heritage Centre near Ipswich, in south east Queensland. This 
aircraft has been gifted to the Evans Head Memorial Aerodrome and Heritage Aviation 
Association, for restoration and display at the Evans Head aerodrome in NSW to 
augment its collection of aircraft. 

Commanding Officer, HMAS Melbourne, Commander 
Bill Waters (centre) supervises the berthing of the 
guided missile frigate at the Naval Support Facility in 
Manama, Bahrain, at the end of Melbourne's eighth 
deployment to the region. 
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 Canberra A84-226 was built at the Government Aircraft Factory in 1955 and served with 
No 2 Squadron. This aircraft participated in a goodwill visit to the USA in 1956, became a 
‘training aid’ at RAAF Base Wagga, and was a long-term resident adjacent to the trainees’ 
mess inside the base. This aircraft has been gifted to the Australian National Aviation 
Museum (the Australian Aircraft Restoration Group) at Moorabbin aerodrome in Victoria 
for restoration to enhance its collection of Australian built aircraft. 
 

Defence Exercises  
 
Air Force heads to Nevada for Exercise Red Flag    The RAAF deployed 14 aircraft and 
approximately 410 personnel to Exercise Red Flag 16-1 in the United States.   Held at Nellis 
Air Force Base in Nevada from January 19 until 
February 13, Exercise Red Flag 16-1 involved 6 F/A-
18F Super Hornet aircraft from RAAF Base Amberley, 
6 F/A-18 A/B Hornet aircraft from RAAF Base Tindal; a 
single AP-3C Orion from RAAF Base Edinburgh, and an 
E-7A Wedgetail AEW&C from RAAF Base 
Williamtown. It also included a contingent of Air 

Battle Management element from No. 41 Wing, 
conducting surveillance and battlespace management 
of coalition forces inside the exercise area.   Officer 
Commanding No. 81 Wing and Exercise Director, Group Captain Phil Gordon, highlighted the 
importance of Exercise Red Flag for Air Force and its personnel.  “Exercise Red Flag involves a 
series of air combat scenarios that test operational air and ground crews to the highest level. 
For members of RAAF, this exercise is the culmination of years of training; it is incredibly 
challenging and the ultimate test of coalition interoperability.”    There are very few training 
environments in the world that recreate the complexity and dangers of a modern 
battlespace like Exercise Red Flag.    
 
Defence Industry   

Minister for Defence opens new CEA Technologies facility    On 5 February, the Minister for 
Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, officially opened a new CEA 
Technologies facility, which will supply cutting edge radar technology 
to the Royal Australian Navy.  Canberra’s CEA Technologies is 
providing radar technology to Navy’s eight ANZAC Class Frigates as 
part of their Anti-Ship Missile Defence (ASMD) Upgrade Program.   
“This new facility marks a new chapter in the growth of this innovative 
Australian defence company, and is a sign of its increasing confidence 
in securing future export and domestic sales of its world class and 
locally developed Active Phased Array Radar technology,” Minister 
Payne said.   “With more than half the ANZAC fleet now having 

received the ASMD upgrade, these ships have radar capabilities in that 
role above and beyond that of any other Navy.”     “The Turnbull 
Government will soon release a new Defence Industry Policy 
Statement that will emphasise the importance of harnessing 
innovation, like that delivered by CEA Technologies, to deliver better 

A  Royal Australian Air Force No 1 Squadron F/A18F 
Super Hornet departs on a training mission from Nellis 
Air Force Base during Exercise Red Flag 16-1 

Minister for Defence the Hon 
Marise Payne, speaking at the 
opening of the CEA 
Technologies Building in 
Canberra 
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capability outcomes for Defence,’’ Minister Payne said.  “I am determined to build a closer, 
more strategic relationship with industry and this will be a key theme of the Statement.” 

 
International  
 
The January issue of the RUSI (London) publication Newsbrief included an examination of the 
UK’s Strategic Defence and Security Review (SDSR) impact on Defence Spending by Professor 
John Louth, Director, Defence, Industries and Society, of the RUSI.   The introductory 
paragraphs are repeated below. 
“Although well received, the Strategic Defence and Security Review leaves two major 
questions unanswered.      The 2015 UK Strategic Defence and Security Review (SDSR) 
released to Parliament last November has been viewed by many commentators and analysts 
as an upgrade to the 2010 iteration.  However, the long-term implications for acquisition 
policy and programmes are only now starting to become clear, especially in relation to 
questions of affordability and technological dependence. Robust parliamentary scrutiny of 
the defence-acquisition programme is needed to address these issues and ensure that the 
hard-won benefits from previous reforms remain effective. 
Overall, the 2015 document is a substantial improvement on its 2010 predecessor both in 
terms of the process that led to its construction and the outcomes it aims to deliver. In 2010, 
the newly formed coalition government responded to the global financial crisis with 
sweeping programme cancellations and force reductions to the British armed forces. The 
staff work in the 2010 review seemed to be rushed and lopsided. This resulted in several less-
than-ideal outcomes: for example, there was considerable indecision on which variant of the 
F-35 aircraft to purchase. 
In contrast, the 2015 review returned to a more balanced and careful approach: it was 
prepared over six months with broad stakeholder consultation and involvement from within 
the UK and overseas. As an exercise in engagement management it appears almost peerless. 
So the unveiling of a £178 billion forward programme representing a real-term, above-
inflation annual increase of 1 per cent in the provision of equipment was well received. This 
included: the purchase of 138 F-35 aircraft over the life of the programme; the commitment 
to operating both Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers; the announcement of a mix of new 
frigates and corvettes; the buying ‘off-the-shelf’ of Boeing P-8 Poseidon maritime patrol 
aircraft; the decision to field two new Typhoon squadrons; and the announcement to invest 
heavily in the special forces. Moreover, the focus on placing conventional deterrence at the 
heart of future capabilities had broad cross-party support. 
However, it is now time for a more sober reflection on the 2015 SDSR. There are two areas in 
particular that may be cause for concern. These fall under the broad headings of 
‘affordability’ and ‘dependency’. Taken together, questions in these areas could expose 
woolly-headed thinking in relation to defence-acquisition policy, threatening to undermine 
the review as a whole.” 
Given that the release of our Defence White Paper is imminent the full commentary by 
Professor Loath is most interesting – to access click here. 
 
 
 
 

https://rusi.org/publication/newsbrief/sdsr-2015-doubts-about-affordability-and-dependency
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About the RUSI of NSW 
 

Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the 
Royal United Services Institute of New South Wales today is one of seven self-
governing constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute of Australia.   
 

The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness 
and understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  
 

 contributes to the national debate on defence and national security policy; 

 publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 

 arranges regular lectures and seminars on defence and national security issues and 
occasionally on military history; 

 organises visits to defence and security establishments; 

 operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from 
the late 18th century to the current day; and 

 conducts social and networking functions for members. 
 
The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson military history Library are on Level 20, 
Defence Plaza, 270 Pitt Street, Sydney – very close to Town Hall and Museum railway 
stations. Tea/coffee and biscuits are available without charge and members and visitors are 
encouraged to use the facilities for reading or research, or just as a base when visiting the 
city of Sydney.   However, prior to visiting, please contact the Office Manager to arrange 
access to the Office. For additional information please visit our website at 
www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 9393 2325. 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

RUSI NSW e-Newsletter 

 
Content supplied by Immediate Past President Group Captain Doug J Roser (Ret'd). 

Presentation, layout and distribution provided by Librarian and Office Manager Ms Theodora Fox. 
Quality control by President Brigadier David R Leece PSM, RFD, Ed (Ret'd). 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
RUSI NSW & Copyright 

 
Unless otherwise attributed, all images in this newsletter are sourced from  

Department of Defence under their copyright rules 
http://images.defence.gov.au/fotoweb/ 

 
This work is copyright. You may download, display, print and reproduce this material in unaltered form only 

 (retaining this notice and imagery metadata) for your personal, non-commercial use. 

________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/

