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Introduction  
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Institute 
for Defence and Security Studies NSW, the aim of which is to provide 
members, stakeholders, and other interested parties up to date news of our 
latest activities and events as well as selective information on defence 
issues.   
 
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are 
not required to be a member of the Institute.  Invite your colleagues to receive this 
newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the Institute’s website 
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter  where they can register their email contact details. 
 

Latest News  
 
Counter Daesh conference, NATO Head Quarters 
 

The Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, 
attended a meeting of Defence Ministers on 17th February in 
Brussels to discuss progress in the coalition's military 
campaign to counter Daesh.   The Ministers reviewed the 
progress of the military campaign, which remains on track, 
and discussed next steps. After three months of operations 
to liberate Mosul, East Mosul is liberated and operations will 
commence shortly to liberate West Mosul, Daesh's last 
major stronghold in Iraq.   As Daesh continues to lose ground 
in Iraq and Syria, the Ministers discussed the importance of 
the coalition's efforts in tackling the threat of Daesh directed 
or inspired violent extremism around the world. Minister 
Payne emphasised the importance Australia places on 
countering extremism in Southeast Asia, particularly as 

Daesh’s losses in Iraq and Syria may lead to some foreign fighters returning to our region. 
 
While in Brussels, Minister Payne also had a bilateral meeting with US Secretary of Defense 
James Mattis to discuss our mutual strategic interests including in Iraq, Afghanistan and the 
South China Sea.   Minister Payne reiterated that the Australia-US Alliance is, and will 
continue to be, the Australian Government’s highest strategic policy.   Minister Payne also 
met with the NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg to discuss our shared interests, 
including in Afghanistan and Iraq.   Australia is a leading contributor to the US-led coalition 
to counter Daesh.  The ADF, operating as part of the broader US-led coalition, is providing 
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support to the Iraqi Security Forces during the Mosul offensive, through the Air Task Group's 
air operations, and the Building Partner Capacity and Advise and Assist missions. 

 F-22 Raptors and F/A-18A/B Hornets commence combined training 

In the week ending 17th February United States 
Air Force F-22 Raptors commenced training 
with the Royal Australian Air Force’s (RAAF) F/A 
18 Hornets for the first enhanced air 
cooperation activity in Australia.   Enhanced air 
cooperation is part of the United States Force 
posture initiatives and builds on a range of air 
exercises and training activities already 
undertaken by the United States and Australia. 
 
Wing Commander Andrew Tatnell, 
Commanding Officer 17 Squadron, said the F-22 
Raptors from the 90th Fighter Squadron, 3rd 
Wing were visiting RAAF Base Tindal to conduct 
integrated training opportunities with the RAAF’s 75 Squadron F/A-18A/B Hornets along 
with ground assets and personnel.  “The F-22 is one of the world’s most advanced fifth 
generation fighter aircraft,” Wing Commander Tatnell said   “Combined training activity will 
vastly enhance the Royal Australian Air Force’s ability to integrate with the United States Air 
Force’s fifth generation aircraft while introducing fifth generation operations to RAAF Base 
Tindal.   “The training is also important to the Royal Australian Air Force as the latest 
generation of aircraft and technology, including EA-18G Growler and F-35A Lightning II, 
come into service in the coming years.” 
 
It has been 75 years since the 90th Fighter Squadron and members of the 3rd Wing first 
integrated with the Royal Australian Air Force in the Northern Territory during World War II. 
During their visit to Tindal, the F-22s will be supported by two United States Air Force KC-135 
refueller tankers, which will be based at RAAF Base Darwin.  The F-22s and F/A-18A/B 
Hornets will conduct defensive counter air missions and offensive counter air scenarios 
during the last two weeks of February.  The offensive counter air scenarios will be conducted 
near Delamere Weapons Range, Kilarney Station, Dry Springs, Kid Springs and Victoria River 
Downs. 
 
The F-22s and F/A-18A/B Hornets will also conduct short missions to RAAF Base Townsville 
as part of their combined training activities.   Up to four F-22s will also fly down to Victoria to 
take part in the Australian International Air Show at Avalon and will be on public display 
from 3 to 5 March. 
 
The Enhanced Air Cooperation (EAC) is part of the US Force Postures Initiative which 
currently includes an annual rotation of US Marines to Darwin. For further information on 
EAC and the Marine Rotation Force-Darwin, please visit http://www.defence.gov.au/usfpi 
 

 
  

A United States Air Force F-22 aircraft arrives at RAAF 
Base Tindal under grey skies and rain in the Northern 
Territory, ahead of the first Enhanced Air Cooperation 
activity in Australia.  
 

http://www.defence.gov.au/usfpi
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Iraqi Law enforcement trainees complete Task Group Taji training  
 
Around 1,900 police from Iraq’s Ninewah province graduated from the Taji Military Complex, 
on 16th February 2017.    Task Group Taji conducted six weeks of intensive instruction to the 
cohort comprising Sunni, Shia, Kurdish and Turkmen, as part of Australia and New Zealand’s 
expanded Building Partner Capacity (BPC) mission.   More than 19,000 Iraqi Security Forces 
(ISF) and Iraqi law enforcement personnel have trained under Task Group Taji since May 
2015. 
The Commander of Australia’s Defence Forces in the Middle East region, Major General John 
Frewen said the graduation marked a significant milestone.   “This graduation is an 
important event as these Ninewah policemen will help ensure that we not only win the 
current fight but, more importantly, we win the subsequent peace,” Major General Frewen 
said.     “Police forces are essential to building a capable and inclusive Iraq.”  
 

Task Group Taji-4 Commander, Colonel 
Richard Vagg said the graduates will 
undertake security and stabilisation tasks in 
and around Mosul, and in northern Iraq.   
“Iraq’s security forces, including federal and 
local police, are playing the lead role in 
defeating Daesh - then defending, holding 
and stabilising liberated areas,” Colonel Vagg 
said.   “Our current group of trainers from 
the Australian and New Zealand Defence 
Forces have provided more than 1,900 
members of these forces with much-needed 
military skills.”   Iraqi Security Forces 
continue to lead the successful operation 

underway to liberate Mosul and maintain security in territory recaptured from Daesh.   
“Hold forces such as the Ninewah Police are a key element in the ongoing clearance of 
Mosul,” Colonel Vagg said.  “They will secure the now cleared eastern side of the city, 
providing flank protection to the Counter Terrorism Service, Iraqi Army and Federal Police as 
they clear the western side.” 
 
As more areas continue to be liberated from Daesh, strong and effective hold forces are a 
priority to maintain security and support stabilisation operations.    “The police are 
determined to defend their country against Daesh,” Colonel Vagg said.  Now in its fourth 
rotation, Task Group Taji is a combined force of around 300 Australian and 100 New Zealand 
Defence Force personnel.   BPC training includes Law of Armed Conflict, weapons handling, 
marksmanship, explosive hazard awareness, combat first aid, urban operations, obstacle 
breaching techniques and combined arms operations. 
  

Bushmaster sale another boost to Fiji-Australia defence partnership 
 
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne on 9th February welcomed the sale of 
10 refurbished Australian Defence Force Bushmaster Protected Mobility Vehicles to Fiji to 
support the Republic of Fiji Military Forces’ United Nations peacekeeping missions at the 
Golan Heights and in Syria.     “Fiji will use the vehicles to form part of the force protection 
mix that protects UN Observers in the Golan Heights and Syria, which includes Australian 
Defence Force personnel,” Minister Payne said.  “The sale of the Bushmasters is a significant 

Iraqi Ninewah Police conduct ‘care of the battle casualty’ 
training under the guidance of Australian, New Zealand and 
British soldiers from Task Group Taji 4 at Taji Military Complex, 
Iraq. 
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milestone in Defence cooperation between Australia and Fiji.  “Australia and Fiji have a long 
and proud history of peacekeeping.  “Enhancing peacekeeping cooperation with Fiji reflects 
the strength of the relationship and underscores the importance of working with partners in 
the region.” 

Minister Payne said the Bushmaster was 
widely recognised as one of the finest 
protected mobility vehicles in the world, and 
has saved countless Australian Defence Force 
lives on operation.  “Bushmasters provide 
Australian troops with mobility and 
protection, including against improvised 
explosive devices, and I’m proud that Fiji is 
buying our vehicles,” she said.   “The 
refurbished vehicles will be overhauled, 
serviced, inspected and repainted to ensure 
they are fully operational, and reconfigured to 
meet Fiji’s specific requirements.”  Seven 
vehicles will be deployed to the Golan Heights 

and Syria, and three vehicles will be transported to Fiji for pre-deployment training by mid-
2017. 

 Joint Strike Fighter to make Australian debut at the Australian International 
Airshow 

Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, and Minister for Defence Industry the 
Hon Christopher Pyne MP, have announced that Australia’s two F-35A Joint Strike Fighters 
will make their first appearance in Australia at the Australian International Air show.  
Minister Payne said it was fitting the aircraft would make its first visit down under in time for 
the airshow.  “The Joint Strike Fighter will be joined at the Airshow by Australia’s first EA-18G 
Growler,” Minister Payne said.   “Together, the F-35A Joint Strike Fighter and the EA-18 G 
Growler represent a potent and technologically advanced air combat and strike capability 
that is essential to our ability to defend Australia and our national interests. 
 
“Australia is the only country outside 
the United States operating the EA-18G 
Growler and its arrival represents a 
significant leap forward in our 
capability, introducing a dedicated 
electronic attack capability for the first 
time.”   Minister Pyne said this would 
be one of the most exciting airshows 
the ADF had organised, representing a 
significant occasion for defence 
industry.   “The EA-18G Growler and F-
35A Lightning II represent the latest in 
cutting edge aviation technology, and 
include some of the very best of 
Australian industry,” he said.   “This is 
an incredible opportunity for the 
Australian public to see the future of 

Australian Army and Republic of Fiji Military Force personnel 
drive through the obstacle course at Greenbank Training 
Area. 
 

An Australian F-35A Joint Strike Fighter (A35-002) at Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona (USA) with its weapons bay open during the loading of 
the 500lb Paveway II Laser Guided Bomb, the GBU-12, prior to the 
aircraft's first ever weapons release. The weapons release took place 
over the Barry M Goldwater Range just west of Luke Air Force Base, 
Arizona with Australian pilot Squadron Leader Andrew Jackson flying 
the sortie. 
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aviation.  “The F-35A will bring significant opportunities to Australian  industry, with already 
over $800 million in local design and production work, which is expected to grow 
significantly as the programme matures and production increases,” Minister Pyne said. 
“Australian industry will continue to benefit when the jets are in service after Australia was 
selected as the JSF sustainment and maintenance hub for Asia and the Pacific following 
negotiations with the United States during my visit in October,” Mr Pyne said. 
 
The first two F-35A aircraft, AU-001 and AU-002 will arrive at the airshow on Friday 3 March, 
returning to the United States via RAAF Base Amberley allowing Australian pilots to continue 
their training. The visit is a significant contribution by the United States Air Force Training 
Command, and Lockheed Martin to facilitate the deployment from Luke Air Force Base 
during their training period. 
 
The F-35A will enter Australian service from late 2018, to replace the ageing FA-18A/B 
‘Classic’ Hornets. Australia is a strategic partner in the global F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
program and has committed to 72 aircraft. 

 
Signing of the Australia-Japan Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement 
 
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, welcomed the signing of the Australia-
Japan Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement (ACSA) in Sydney on 14 January.    The 
ACSA facilitates closer bilateral defence logistics support and cooperation during activities 
such as combined exercises, training and peacekeeping operations.    Prime Minister, the 
Hon Malcolm Turnbull MP and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan were present at the 
signing ceremony. 
 
“I am delighted that the Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement was signed during Mr 
Abe’s visit,” Minister Payne said.   “Australia has a very strong commitment to a broad, deep 
and growing Special Strategic Partnership with Japan.   “Close security and defence 
cooperation is one of the pillars of that partnership.   “The ACSA further enhances our 
militaries’ interoperability and brings our defence logistics cooperation fully into line with 
Japan’s landmark 2015 Legislation for Peace and Security,” she said.  
 
Minister Payne said Australia and Japan had significantly strengthened their bilateral 
defence relationship in recent years.   “We have enhanced training and exercises, increased 
personnel exchanges and deepened cooperation on humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief, maritime security, peacekeeping and capacity building,” Minister Payne said. 
“Our two nations made a commitment today to even closer security and defence 
cooperation in the years ahead,” she said. 
The ACSA will be made publicly available through both nations’ respective ratification 
processes. 
 

Institute News  
 
New Members   A special welcome is extended to the following new members:   
Mr Darren Mitchell  and  Edward James Ross Hardy.  
 
Deceased Members   It is with a deep sense of sadness that the passing of the following 
members is recorded:   Life member  -  Mr Victor (Vic) Ross Totman. 
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Upcoming Institute Events  

 
Tuesday 28 March  Speaker: Rhea Matthews   
Subject: Melanesia - A strategic update   
 
Australia’s 2016 Defence white paper identified three strategic 
defence interests which are of fundamental significance for 
Australia’s strategic defence planning.  The second of these 
strategic defence interests was a secure nearer region, 
encompassing maritime South East Asia and the South Pacific, 
with a view to supporting:     

 the security of maritime South East Asia; and  

 the governments of Papua New Guinea, Timor-Leste and Pacific island countries to 
build and strengthen their security. 

 
The Institute held its 2nd International Defence and Security Dialogue on 26 February 2013 
on “Australia’s immediate neighbourhood: the strategic outlook and its defence and security 
implications”.  The Dialogue considered Australia’s responsibility under the ANZUS Alliance 
to take lead responsibility for security in its immediate neighbourhood and its enduring 
strategic interest in helping to build stability and prosperity there.  An international panel of 
eight eminent strategists discussed the strategic outlook for the neighbourhood and its 
implications for Australia’s defence, security, disaster relief and humanitarian assistance 
policies. The findings of the Dialogue informed the Institute’s submission to the 
government’s 2013 Defence white paper development process.  
 
Over the last four years, there have been further changes in the strategic outlook and in the 
capacity of our neighbours to respond to it.  Rhea Matthews from the Institute’s Special 
Interest Group on Strategy has been monitoring these developments and will present and 
discuss her preliminary findings with regard to Melanesia and the South Pacific at the 
lunchtime-lecture on 28 March. 
 
Rhea Matthews is a graduate from the Australian National University where she completed a 
double Masters in Diplomacy and International Relations. She is undertaking internships 
with the Royal United Services Institute of New South Wales and the Australian Institute of 
International Affairs (National Office). Her research interests include the changing security 
dynamics in the Asia-Pacific region, the impact of rising powers on the international system 
and Australia’s and New Zealand’s defence interests in Melanesia and the Pacific.  Rhea has 
recently accepted a position with the New Zealand government where she hopes to 
continue pursuing her research in these areas.  
 
This will be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney – start 
1pm.  Attendance fees: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration is 
unnecessary.  
Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost.  Sandwich lunch is also available from 
12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the 
day before the lecture. 
 

  

Image Source: John Hutcheson 
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Future Institute Lunchtime Lectures  
 
Monday 24 April   
Subject: Air Power into the 2st Century    

Speaker: Air Vice-Marshal Gavin Turnbull  Air Commander Australia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday 30 May   
Subject: National Security: Boarder Protection   
Speaker:  TBA 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday 27 June   
Subject: Battle of the Coral Sea    
Speaker:  Lt Col Peter Sweeney 

 
 
 
Tuesday 25 July   
Subject: The threat to Australian security from China   
Speaker: Professor Paul Dibb   
 

 
 
 
 
 
These Lectures will be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, 
Sydney – start 1pm.  Attendance fees: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event 
registration is unnecessary.  
Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost.  Sandwich lunch is also available from 
12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the 
day before the lecture. 

 
 
Recent Past Events of the Institute   
 
Pictures from today's lecture will be featured in the next newsletter. 
Tuesday 28th February 2017  
Mr Mike Carlton   Author and Broadcaster Subject: His new book ‘Flagship’   

 
 

Image Source: Strategic & 
Defence Studies Centre - ANU 

Image Source: John Hutcheson 



8 

 

Page | 8 Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, Inc 
ABN 80 724 654 162     www.rusinsw.org.au      office@rusinsw.org.au     Telephone: (02) 9393 2325     Fax: (02) 9393 3543 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Top Left : Speaker David Leece 
Images by John Hutcheson 

Tuesday 31 January 2017  Dr David Leece Chair, Special Interest Group on Strategy Institute for 
Defence and Security Studies NSW Subject: “Sun Tzu to Douhet: the masters of grand strategy and 
their contemporary relevance”  A video of this talk can be viewed on the following: 
 http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.asp#strat  

 

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.asp#strat
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Upcoming Events by other Organisations  
 
20 February – 18 March 2017   RUSI-NSW military historian and battlefield guide, Dennis 
Weatherall, will be leading a Anglo/Zulu & Boer War Battlefield Journey commencing in 
Johannesburg 20 February 2017 of 20 nights an 21 days concluding in Johannesburg 18 
March 2017.  This journey is heavily flavoured with Australian content and there will be an 
official unveiling of a memorial to the all who perished in the battle at Leeuwkop by Dr Tony 
Stimson, grandson of Captain A E Norton DSO of the 4th SAIB. The tour will be conducted by 
Battlefields of the World.  Tour details, including daily itineraries and costs, can be viewed at:  
https://battlefieldsoftheworld.com.au/anglo-zulu-boer-war-journey/. Enquiries: Dennis 
Weatherall T: 02 9520 6023; M: 0428 280 536; E: dweatherall_eng@bigpond.com. 
 
 12–13 May 2017 – 2 Day Conference at Gallipoli Barracks Brisbane – War in the Sand Pit - 
Perspectives and Lessons from Australia’s War in Afghanistan and Iraq 2001-2014  
 
In the wake of al-Qaeda’s attacks on the United States in September 2001 Australia 
embarked on a military-led campaign in Afghanistan and Iraq.  But few, if any, envisaged it 
would turn out to be Australia’s longest war. How did this happen? This conference, drawing 
on key participants and decision makers, explores how it came about that between 2001 and 
2014 over 50,000 members of the Australian Defence Force fought in the Middle East Area 
of Operations.  A select group of key participants and decision makers in the events of that 
period are gathering together to place into the public record different perspectives and 
responses to many questions for the benefit of history and scholarship. This nationally 
significant event is not to be missed.  
 
The conference includes a gathering of an impressive array of speakers involved first hand at 
the national, operational and tactical levels.   Speakers include Robert Hill, Ric Smith, Dan 
McDaniel, Mick Ryan, Chris Westwood, Anthony Rawlins, Peter Jones, Warren Jolly, Col 
Speedie, David Savage, Michael Crane, Mick Lehmann, Peter Daniel, Dan Marston, Garth 
Pratten, William Maley, Peter Leahy and John Blaxland.  Session chairs include Karen 
Middleton, Ben Roberts-Smith, John Cantwell, Jim Molan, Alan Ryan and Craig Stockings.  
 
This event is proudly sponsored by Military History and Heritage Victoria, the Strategic and 
Defence Studies Centre (in the Bell School, College of Asia and the Pacific at the Australian 
National University), and the Returned and Services League Queensland Branch.  
 
For more information and to register for the Conference go to mhhv.org.au 
 
July & September 2017 BHA 2017 Tours  
 

 Walking Australian Battlefields on the Western Front 
The itinerary for this tour of 10 days includes Waterloo, Fromelles, Menin Gate, 
Pozieres, Bullecourt, Passchendaele, Villers-Bretonneux, Le Hamel, Mont St Quentin, 
and Amiens 
The inclusions are: 
• economy class flights into Brussells and out of Paris 
• 3.5/4 ,twin share accomodation, 
• breakfast and lunch daily 
• transport each day and airport transfers 
• a local guide/driver 

mailto:dweatherall_eng@bigpond.com
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The evening meal is specifically excluded to give the guests the opportunity to 
explore the culinary delights of the towns and villages in France and Belgium on their 
own.  The tour is scheduled for July 2017 and the cost, to be confirmed early next 
year, is estimated to be $A7,000. 
 

 Walking Australian Battlefields of the Malaya/Singapore Campaign of 1942 
The itinerary for this tour of 7-8 days includes Slim River, Gemas, Gemencheh Bridge,  
Muar River, Bakri, Parit Sulong/Johor Baru, Singapore Island Defences, Surrender Site 
and Changi 
Inclusions/exclusions are similar to the tour above and the tour is scheduled for 
September 2017 and the cost, to be confirmed early next year, is estimated to be 
$A6,500. 

 
For further details:   
enquiries@battle-honours.com.au   0438 871 714    www.battle-honours.com.au  
 
 

General Defence News  
 
Force Support Element 6 farewelled in Darwin 
 
On 17th February the Minister for Defence Personnel Dan Tehan farewelled approximately 
70 ADF personnel in Darwin as they prepared to deploy as the next force rotation into the 
Middle East Region.   Mr Tehan joined family, friends and invited dignitaries at Robertson 
Barracks, Darwin for the farewell parade.  The personnel are drawn primarily from the 
Australian Army’s 1st Brigade and will deploy to the Middle East region for about six months.  
Force Support Element 6 is comprised of personnel across a number of Army trades 
including engineering, personnel, logistic and supply support, health and transport. 
 
Mr Tehan said the soldiers would continue the important work of the ADF in the Middle East 
region.   “The men and women from Darwin’s 1st Brigade continue the ADF's proud tradition 
of service to our country and represent our commitment to the Middle East region," Mr 
Tehan said.  “On behalf of all Australians, I wish Force Support Element 6 well for their 
deployment. I also thank their families and friends for their support during training. While 
the separation of service is difficult, you can be proud of their contribution and commitment 
to our nation.” 
 
The commander of the 1st Brigade, Brigadier Ben James said that the tasks the Force 
Support Element would be conducting were essential to supporting our forces across the 
entire Middle East Region.   “These men and women are charged with an important and 
inherently complex mission. The provision of effective, reliable and responsive logistic 
support is a key enabler to the broader Australian Defence Force mission in the Middle 
East.”   “They have had excellent training to prepare them for the tasks ahead and I know 
they will fulfil their duties to the highest standards” he said. 
 
The tasks of the Force Support Element include managing and distributing supplies and 
equipment necessary for operations, providing maintenance support to vehicles and 
equipment, and providing postal support throughout the Middle East Region.  Force Support 
Element 6 is part of the Australian Defence Force’s contribution to Operation Accordion. 
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Operation Accordion’s mission is to support the sustainment of ADF operations, enable 
contingency planning and enhance regional relationships in the Middle East Region. 
  
 

Airborne survey operations comes to Tasmanian coast 
 
The Laser Airborne Depth Sounder (LADS) flight will deploy to Tasmania to survey coastal 
waters from King Island to Launceston.    Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Commander Mark 
Matthews, said the survey will provide improved data that will be used to update the 
existing nautical charts used by all civilian and military vessels.   “The Royal Australian Navy is 
responsible for charting about 12 per cent of the world’s surface,” Lieutenant Commander 
Matthews said.    “The Navy is currently recharting parts of the Bass Strait, with HMAS 
Leeuwin undertaking survey operations at sea and now LADS mapping the coastline and 
water off northern Tasmania.   “The charts that are updated from the data captured by LADS 
will ensure safer navigation and greater environmental protection by reducing the risk of a 
marine accident.” 
 
Flying out of Launceston, the LADS flight will operate 35 hours per week until 31 March 
2017, mostly during the afternoon and early evenings.   The mission will see the aircraft fly at 
a height of 500m, in lines parallel to the coast. They may also fly over coastal areas when 
surveying shallow coastal areas.  “The unit is unique to all Navy around the world. The 
system was developed in Australia and uses a scanning laser mounted in the aircraft to 
collect hydrographic survey data and depth information,” Lieutenant Commander Matthews 
said. 
“The system is particularly suited to coastal and dangerous reef areas where it’s dangerous 
for ships to operate.  “A prime example was the recent deployment to New Zealand to 
survey parts of its coastline following the 2016 earthquakes. 
 
“LADS provided information for ships to safely navigate through areas the seabed moved. 
“The team has spent much of its life in the Great Barrier and the Coral Sea, but is now 
expanding its operations.  “The data collected during the survey in Tasmania will be reflected 
on the chart amendments issued in April and fully revised charts later in the year.”   More 
information on the LADS flight can be accessed at: 
 http://www.navy.gov.au/fleet/aircraft/laser-airborne-depth-sounder 
 

Defence Exercises  
 
Exercise Ocean Explorer 17 
 
Exercise Ocean Explorer 17 (OE17) is a major Fleet 
training activity led by the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) 
and jointly enabled by the Royal Australian Air Force 
(RAAF) and other nations' forces. The maritime exercise 
will be one of the largest iterations of the exercise held 
in the West Australian Exercise Area (WAXA) and will be 
conducted over the period 13 Feb - 10 Mar 17 with the 
primary aim of conducting high-end warfighting training. 

 
 

HMAS Parramatta and HMAS Anzac fall in 
behind HMAS Ballarat during a formation 
entry into Cockburn Sound during Exercise 
Ocean Explorer 17. 
 

http://www.navy.gov.au/fleet/aircraft/laser-airborne-depth-sounder
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Air Force wraps up Exercise Red Flag 17-1 in Nevada 
 
After three weeks of high-intensity missions, Exercise Red Flag 17-1 has concluded on 13 
February .A 200-strong contingent of the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) personnel 
deployed to Nellis Air Force Base in Nevada with colleagues from the United States and 
United Kingdom. This year, Exercise Red Flag 17-1, also witnessed the United States Air Force 
(USAF) debut its F-35A Lightning II in the exercise.   The training operates within the 31,000-
square-kilometre Nevada Test and Training Range, which is turned into a simulation of a 
high-end threat battlespace.  RAAF deployed a range of capabilities during Exercise Red Flag 
17-1, from a combat control team that parachuted in freezing conditions to a dry lake bed 
for an airfield survey; to air battlespace managers who controlled movements and datalinks 
for more than 70 friendly and ‘enemy’ aircraft.  
 
Commander of the Australian contingent, Group Captain Stuart Bellingham, said RAAF C-
130J Hercules transport and E-7A Wedgetail aircraft flew on missions in Exercise Red Flag 17-
1. 
“By coming here, we’re preparing for high-end war fighting, so we can deploy at short-notice 
on operations, and have confidence that we are going to be successful,” Group Captain 
Bellingham said. 

The first Exercise Red Flag was held in November 
1975, borne out of the USAF’s analysis of the 
Vietnam War, which found an aircrew’s chances of 
survival increased if they had flown at least ten 
combat missions.   Those ten missions are now 
conducted in a modern and simulated high-threat 
environment at Red Flag, with the most recent 
exercise seeing an increase in the capability of 
‘enemy’ surface-to-air missiles and aggressor fighter 
aircraft in the training range. This provides greater 
training challenges for the increased number of 
advanced fifth generation fighter aircraft 
participating in the exercise, such as USAF’s F-22A 
Raptor and F-35A Lightning II.    “It is gruelling and 

rigorous, but all of our personnel have a fantastic time and get great value out of the 
exercise,” Group Captain Bellingham said.   “We’ll take information and training back and 
feed it into our force preparation, and will translate into our current operations.” 
 
For the Australian contingent, the participation of USAF-operated F-35As – as well as the 
United States Navy’s E/A-18G Growler electronic attack jet – provided exposure to 
capabilities that will soon enter RAAF service.   “We are integrated with these capabilities 
from start to finish, from planning missions, through to debriefing the missions,” Group 
Captain Bellingham said.  “Australia has Air Battlespace Managers from No. 2 Squadron and 
No. 41 Wing who are controlling the Red Flag airspace, and getting firsthand experience how 
these capabilities can be employed.   “We’re getting real insight into understanding the 
capabilities and what Australia’s future is going to look like.”  
 
Group Captain Bellingham also became the first non-US participant to be Director of the 
Combined Air and Space Operations Centre (CAOC) at Nellis, leading 250 American, British 
and Australian personnel.   The CAOC is responsible for planning the Red Flag missions and 
ensuring they’re coordinated with space and cyber-based efforts, which can be contested by 

A United States Air Force (USAF) F-22A Raptor lifts 
off from the runway at Nellis Air Force Base during 
Exercise Red Flag 17-1. Visible in the background 
(from left) are a Draken International Inc L-159 
Albatross; a Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) E-7A 
Wedgetail, and a RAAF C-130J Hercules. 
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an aggressing force.   “Our coalition allies have been extremely engaging and supportive of 
our involvement in the exercise.  “In my 30 years of the Air Force, this is one of the 
highlights, being at the exercise is as realistic as it gets.” 
 

Defence Industry 
 
New Defence Innovation Partnership 
 

Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, 
announced on 25 January the establishment of the Defence 
Innovation Partnership between the Defence Science and 
Technology (DST) Group and South Australian Universities.     
“This new partnership will enable Defence to further 
leverage science and technology expertise from South 
Australia’s leading academic institutions and industry,” 
Minister Pyne said. 
 
Last year the Turnbull Government opened the Centre for 
Defence Industry Capability based in South Australia and 
launched the Innovation hub.     These two initiatives are 
designed to nurture and grow Australia's defence industry 
and provide a leg up for small and medium enterprises with 

innovative ideas to improve our defence capability.   “This new partnership between the DST 
Group and the South Australian university sector aims to create a centre for future defence 
related research networks in South Australia.  A further example of the Turnbull 
Government's commitment to build our defence industry. 
 
“It will provide a platform for industry and universities in South Australia to undertake joint 
cross-disciplinary research, solving Defence’s technology challenges,” he said.   This initiative 
is consistent with the 2016 White Paper which called for greater alignment across the 
defence innovation sector through closer cooperation with industry and academia.   
 
A similar initiative has already been implemented in Victoria, and discussions with other 
interested states are underway.   Minister Pyne said the benefits of this partnership, 
included better communication of Defence’s science and technology priorities to industry.  
“This partnership will help to grow a future talent pool of defence researchers and fund joint 
projects to enhance industry capability and transition research into innovation,” he said.  
 
As the coordinator and innovation integrator of Defence’s research and development 
activities, DST Group would be a key player in the partnership, contributing up to $150,000 
per year for research projects as well as seconding a senior researcher. 
 

Prototype Ammunition Carrier Contracts Signed  
 
The Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, announced on 1 February 
BAE Systems Australia and Sea Box International would compete to develop prototype 
ammunition load carriers.   Both BAE Systems Australia and Sea Box International have 
committed to undertaking the design and engineering prototype work under the contract in 
Australia.  Minister Pyne said the project reflected the Government’s strong support for 
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building innovation opportunities between Defence and Australian defence industry.  “This is 
a wonderful example of the Defence innovation system leveraging world class Australian 
industry research and development to produce a 155mm ammunition Unit Load Carrier that 
improves the efficiency of the supply chain and ultimately the safety of Australian soldiers,” 
Minister Pyne said. 
 
The project focuses industry innovation into prototype development of a single safe 
Unit Load Carrier that works across the supply chain. The prototype aims to improve 
operational use and reduce manual handling of 155mm ammunition by combat troops. 
Development outcomes will inform future Defence procurement of ammunition load carrier 
solutions.  “We are determined to deliver the Government’s innovation strategy. 
Collaboration in the Defence innovation system is critical to get the best capability outcomes 
for Australia,” Minister Pyne said. 
 
The combined value of the contracts is $3.27 million and funding is being made available 
through the Rapid Prototyping, Development and Evaluation program. This program is one 
of the legacy Defence innovation programs that are being integrated into the new 
Defence Innovation Hub.    Defence’s innovation system brings together Defence, industry 
and academia to resolve complex capability and modernisation challenges. 
 

Welcoming the NSW Defence Strategy 
 
On 21 February the Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, welcomed 
the creation of Defence New South Wales and its blueprint Defence Strategy, New South 
Wales: Strong, Smart and Connected.   Minister Pyne said the creation of a dedicated team 
and state strategy focused on defence within New South Wales would enhance coordination 
with the Commonwealth and strategic planning support for local defence industry.    “I 
welcome the addition to the Commonwealth’s efforts to strengthen government industry 
relations,” he said.   “State and territory governments play an essential role in developing 
industry capacity to support Defence.   “The Centre for Defence Industry Capability (CDIC) 
will work closely with Defence New South Wales to ensure we build skills, grow export 
potential and expand opportunities locally.   “New South Wales already has strong Defence 
ties within Australian Defence Force operational bases, Special Forces capabilities and 
training facilities employing more than 26,000 personnel with annual appropriations of  
around $5.4 billion.”  Minister Pyne said this strategy was a significant milestone and formed 
part of a new inter-government approach to grow and support Australia’s defence industry. 
 

International  
 
The telephone, Trump and riding two horses simultaneously, by Tom Switzer. 
 

The Strategist is the commentary and analysis site of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, 
an independent, non-partisan think tank based in Canberra.   In the edition of the 9th 
February it contained a thoughtful article, The telephone, Trump and riding two horses 
simultaneously, by Tom Switzer, a senior fellow at the University of Sydney’s United States 
Studies Centre. The Article is provided here in full and can which can be accessed using the 
link below: 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/telephone-trump-riding-two-horses-simultaneously/ 

http://www.aspi.org.au/
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According to an old joke, Americans need good peripheral vision to be able to find Australia 
on a map. When we attract attention, as often as not it’s for some natural calamity (floods, 
bushfires, shark attacks), our sporting endeavours or for our charms as a travel destination. 
Those days are over. 

Last week’s telephone clash between Donald Trump and Malcolm Turnbull didn’t just make 
global headlines. It also raised Australia’s profile in Washington to a point not seen since 
1942–45 when our combat troops served under General Douglas MacArthur and scores of US 
air and naval bases and army camps were stationed Down Under. 

The consensus is that the US president emerged from the call worse for wear. Certainly, 
Trump’s tantrum—not to mention the media leak and late-night tweet—was no way to treat 
a close ally. 

The episode has raised questions about Australia’s relationship with the US. Some, such as 
the Greens, have used the drama to revive calls to jettison the alliance. Others say that in the 
Trump era Canberra should exercise greater strategic self-reliance. 

In the US, Trump found a receptive audience during last year’s election campaign whenever 
he questioned Washington’s penchant for subsidising allies’ defence. But Australia’s 
obviously no Luxembourg. We’re the only ally to have joined America in the foxhole in every 
major war in the past century: both world wars, Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf War, Afghanistan, 
and Iraq in 2003 and since 2014. 

Indeed, notwithstanding disagreements over the Suez crisis in 1956, Indonesia’s annexation 
of West Papua in 1962 and the US bombing in Hanoi in Christmas 1972, Canberra has been 
one of America’s most dependable and loyal allies in the world. 

Thus did Harold Holt in 1966 pledge to go ‘All The Way With LBJ’, while John Gorton 
promised a possibly bemused Richard Nixon that Australia would ‘Go a-Waltzing Matilda 
With You.’ In the aftermath of September 11, John Howard committed Australia to being a 
‘100 per cent’ ally, providing strong support to the widely unpopular US-led invasion of Iraq. 

To be fair, Australian governments have usually acted out of conviction as well as 
expediency. From our perspective, the advantages of the alliance are obvious: favourable 
access to intelligence, procuring military technology and platforms, and the all-
important security insurance policy. 

It’s against this background that Trump’s conduct should be recognised. If his administration 
is serious about checking China’s growing power, it’ll need reliable allies to conduct freedom-
of-navigation patrols through the South China Sea. But that will be become more difficult 
whoever is prime minister. 

For more than a decade, Australia has had a great debate about what China means for the 
alliance. For Washington and Canberra, China’s dramatic rise means different things. For the 
US, its main significance is the emergence of a potent strategic rival; for us, it’s the 
opportunity for a rewarding trade and commercial partnership. China is Australia’s largest 
trading partner, and are enthusiastically welcoming its further engagement in the region. In 
2014 Canberra rebuffed Washington’s request to reject membership in the Beijing-led Asian 
Infrastructure and Investment Bank. 
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Meanwhile, this is a hard time to love America. According to a Lowy Institute poll last year, 
45% of Australians agreed that ‘Australia should distance itself from the United States if it 
elects a president like Donald Trump.’ In the Trump era, the phrase “special relationship” has 
never seemed more absurd. 

None of this, however, means that Australia is faced with a hard, stark choice between 
Washington and Beijing—not, at least, unless one or the other of them insists that such a 
choice be made. But it does mean that we must learn to play what Owen Harries and I have 
argued is a more demanding diplomatic game than ever before, one that will on occasion 
involve the difficult feat of riding two horses simultaneously. 

The upshot is that in the Trump era Australia will become more qualified and cautious in our 
support for what Menzies called ‘our great and powerful friend.’ There’s nothing wrong with 
that: we’re a proud, independent nation with a distinct sense of our own values and 
traditions. Australia and the US get along best when both recognise that their policies toward 
each other rest upon respective perceptions of national interest. 
 
NOTE: The Strategist (except for material published in partnership with Project Syndicate) is licensed under 
a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License. 
This licence allows you to distribute the work for non-commercial purposes, as long as the work is unchanged, 
the original author of the work is credited and The Strategist is credited, with a link to the original instance of 
the post provided.  
 

 

ROYAL UNITED SERVICES INSTITUTE FOR  
DEFENCE & SECURITY STUDIES - NSW, Inc    

Ursula Davidson Library  -  BOOKS for SALE    As at 12 FEB 17 
 

BATCH No 2 Are for sale   AT 50% OFF THE Listed Prices 
 

The following books are surplus to the Library’s requirements. 
Funds raised will be applied to the conservation of the collection. 

 

1. Australian Army Journal – A Periodic Review of Military Literature  
by the Directorate of Military Training – AHQ – Melbourne- 1953    -              Five copies at $10 
 

2. Australians at War in the air – 1939 to 1945 – Vol 1 by Ross A Pearson Kangaroo Press  $10 
 

3. Fundamentals of Australian Aerospace Power – AAP 1000     $20 
 

4. Australian Army Journal Volumes by DMT (AHQ) Melbourne No 1, No 2 &No 3        
(Apparently 1947/ 48 to 1952.)                    $10 each or 3 for $20  
 

5. The Commonwealth Military Journal by HQ Commonwealth Military Forces, Melbourne 
 - Jan 12; Feb 12; May 12; Jul 12; Jan 13                  $10 each or 5 for $35 
 

6. The Australian Military Journal by the General Staff (Training Branch) HQ Australian Military 
Forces, Melbourne – Jan 13; Apr 15; Oct 15; Jan 16                     $10 each or 3 for $24 
 

7. War in the Pacific by Richard Overy – Allen & Unwin - Historical pictures   $30 
 

8. The Anzacs – Gallipoli to the Western Front by Peter Pederson – Penguin Books   $35 
9. The Second World War by John Keegan 1989 – Hutchinson Australia    $30 

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/publications/2016-lowy-institute-polling-donald-trump-polarises-australians
http://www.the-american-interest.com/2006/06/01/loyal-to-a-fault/
http://www.the-american-interest.com/2006/06/01/loyal-to-a-fault/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
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10. Empire Review – Vol XIII – Feb 1907 to Jul 1907 –  

Edited by Sir C Kinloch-Cooke; MacMillan – Staff College – 1907    $15 
 

11. A Popular History of the Great War – Vol IV – A Year of Attrition – 1917 -   
Edited by Sir J A Hammerton – Fleetway House – London      $15 
 

12. The Natal Campaign by Bennet Burleigh – Bell’s Indian and Colonial Library  
London & Bombay – 1900         $15 
 

13. Ditto – lesser condition         $10 
 

14. The Empire in the New Era – Speeches Delivered During an Empire Tour    
– 1927-28 by The Rt. Hon, L S Amery MP – London Edward Arnold & CO - 1928  $15 
 

15. Air War Against Japan – 1943 to 1945 by George Odgers – Canberra Australian    
War Memorial – 1957         $20 
 

16. Ready Aye Ready – Annals of Military Heroes by Captain Percy Groves -   
Raphael Tuck & Sons – London– Damaged       $20 
 

17. The Australian Army – A Brief History by Brig M Austin DSO, OBE (RL)     
– Graphics by Sam Monaghan                              Two copies @ $15 ea 
 

18. Royal Australian Air Force – 1939 – 1942 by Douglas Gillison – Australian     
War Memorial – 1962(Australia in the War of 1939-1945 Series)    $15 
 

19. The New Guinea Offensives by David Dexter – Australian War Memorial 
(Australia in the War of 1939-1945 Series)       $15 
 

20. Defence white Paper 2009         $5 
 

21. B.24 M A 72 – 176 – The Full Story of Australia’s Restoration – Werribee 
Victoria in Airspace          $5 
 

22. Frigate by John Wingate – Weidenfeld and Nicolson – London – 1980   $5 
 

23. Australian Maritime Issues 2007 – Papers in Australian Maritime Affairs – No 21  $2 
 

To PURCHASE 
 To reserve any of these books, please email- hutcheson.john@bigpond.com 

 Books may be paid by Direct Debit to RUSI NSW  
o BSB 062028 (Commonwealth Bank)   Account No – 1138 3565 (RUSI NSW) 
o Use the reference: your Surname and the word BOOKS 

 Books may be paid for and collected at:  
o The Ursula Davidson Library, Level 20, Defence Plaza, 270 Pitt Street, Sydney; 
o RUSIDSS NSW lectures at Level 1, Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, 280 Pitt Street, 

Sydney. 

 Please note postages will be added to the cost of the book(s) unless pick-up arrangements are 
made. 

 For further information, please phone John Hutcheson (0417 224 850) on Monday to Thursday 
from 1100 to 1530 hrs. and on other days on 02 91443094 

 

Dr John M Hutcheson MC  -  Books Sales Officer 
 

mailto:hutcheson.john@bigpond.com


18 

 

Page | 18 Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, Inc 
ABN 80 724 654 162     www.rusinsw.org.au      office@rusinsw.org.au     Telephone: (02) 9393 2325     Fax: (02) 9393 3543 

 

 
 

About the Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW 
 
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the 
Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW today is one of seven self-
governing constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute of Defence 
and Security Australia Limited. 
 
The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness 
and understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  
 
• educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security; 
• publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 
• provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issue by conducting 

regular lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security 
establishments; 

• provides a professional development programs 
• operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from 

the late 18th century to the current day; and 
• conducts social and networking functions for members. 
 
The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson Library are on Level 20, Defence Plaza, 270 
Pitt Street, Sydney – close to Town Hall and Museum railway stations.  Members and visitors 
are encouraged to use the facilities for reading or research.  However, prior to visiting, 
please contact the Office Manager to arrange access to the Office.  For additional 
information, visit our website at www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 9393 2325. 
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