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Introduction  
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal 
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, Inc the 
aim of which is to provide members, stakeholders, and other interested 
parties up to date news of our latest activities and events as well as 
selective information on defence issues.   
 
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and 
recipients are not required to be a member of the Institute.  Invite your 
colleagues to receive this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on 
the Institute’s website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter  where 
they can register their email contact details. 
 

Latest News  

Navy Birthday   

The Royal Australian Navy has marked its 117th birthday with services and celebrations 
across the country. Navy members joined together at a commemorative service at the Royal 
Australian Navy Memorial in Canberra, at birthday barbeques and cake cuttings across the 
nation and overseas, including ships at sea on exercise and operation.     The Navy has been 
serving Australia since 1901 when Australia became the first Commonwealth nation to 
establish its own Navy. 
 
Speaking at the commemorative service at the Royal Australian Navy Memorial in Canberra, 
Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Tim Barrett, said Australia can be proud of the achievements of 
its Navy. 

 “In the 117 years since Australian States combined their forces, the Navy has 
transformed from a fledgling collection of ships into a modern naval power capable 
of operating across the full spectrum of warfighting and humanitarian missions,” Vice 
Admiral Barrett said. 

 “Raising a Navy was a major step towards Australia developing its nationhood and 
modern identity. It was a commitment to our resilience as a nation which endures 
today.  

 “Since 1901, the Navy has protected our interests, ensured our communications and 
trade with the globe, and brought prosperity and security to our region. 

 “A Navy is truly a national enterprise and a realisation of the ingenuity and 
proficiency of a nation. 

Defence Plaza Sydney  

Level 20, 270 Pit Street  
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

 
PO Box A778 SYDNEY 

SOUTH NSW 1235 
 

www.rusinsw.org.au       
 

office@rusinsw.org.au  
Telephone: (02) 9393 2325    

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter


2 

 

Page | 2 Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, Inc 
ABN 80 724 654 162     www.rusinsw.org.au      office@rusinsw.org.au     Telephone: (02) 9393 2325      

 

 “On our birthday, we pause to remember and give thanks to all who have served; 
especially those who gave their last full measure of devotion or who live with the 
scars of their service.  

 

 “We also take the opportunity to 
look to our exciting future. We are on 
the cusp of a more capable, lethal, 
flexible and agile fleet that can act 
quickly and decisively that will meet any 
challenge to advance our nation. 
 

 “The Navy has been and will 
continue to be instrumental in 
maintaining Australia’s sovereignty and 
demonstrating Australia’s values to the 
world.” 
 

 
Joint Press Release from the Sub-Regional Defence Ministers’ Meeting on 
Counter-Terrorism - The Perth Meeting, 1-2 February 2018 
 
At the conclusion of the Sub-Regional Defence Ministers’ Meeting on Counter-Terrorism in 
Perth on the 1-2 February the following Joint Press Release was issued. 
 
We, Australian Minister of Defence Marise Payne, Brunei Darussalam Second Minister of 
Defence Pehin Dato Haji Halbi bin Mohd Yussof, Indonesian Minister for Defence Ryamizard 
Ryacudu, Malaysian Deputy Minister of Defence HE Dato’ Sri Mohd Johari bin Baharum, 
Philippine Secretary of National Defense Delfin Lorenzana, Singapore Senior Minister of 
State for Defence Dr Mohamad Maliki bin Osman and Thailand Deputy Minister of Defence 
General Chaichan Changmongkol gathered for the inaugural Sub-Regional Defence Ministers’ 
Meeting on Counter-Terrorism in Perth, Australia on 2 February 2018.  
 
We reaffirmed our commitment to work together in the fight against terrorism. We 
discussed the threat that Daesh, other terrorist groups, and the return of foreign terrorist 
fighters from overseas conflicts pose to regional security.   We discussed the important 
contribution defence organisations make to our countries’ whole of-Government counter-
terrorism efforts.  We also discussed our countries’ experiences of recent counter-terrorism 
operations, the evolving regional security environment, maritime counter-terrorism efforts 
and the practical considerations associated with defence counter-terrorism assistance 
domestically and in the region.   
 
Reflective of our close security partnerships, we committed to strengthening defence 
cooperation through bilateral partnerships and multilateral fora, namely the ASEAN Defence 
Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM)-Plus, as well as other regional platforms to counter and respond 
to the challenges posed by Daesh, other terrorist groups, and the return of foreign terrorist 
fighters from overseas conflicts.  This will include sharing the lessons our Defence forces 
learn from our ongoing counter-terrorism efforts.  We agreed to improve defence 
information and intelligence sharing and cooperation to combat terrorism and prevent the 
spread of the violent and corrupt ideologies of Daesh and other terrorist groups.  Building on 
existing cooperative mechanisms in the maritime domain, we agreed to explore the complex 

Members of the Royal Australian Navy gather for a barbeque to 
commemorate the Navy's 117th birthday at Fleet Base East. 
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issues around maritime counter-terrorism.  We agreed that so long as terrorism remains a 
critical global threat, forums such as the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting 
(ADMM)/ADMM-Plus and the Sub-Regional Defence Ministers’ Meeting on Counter-
Terrorism  will continue to be important in bringing together regional militaries to 
understand how we can best work together to respond.   
 
Indonesia will host the next Sub-Regional Defence Ministers’ Meeting on Counter-Terrorism 
in 2019.  

 

Australia and Indonesia reaffirm their defence relationship 
 

Minister for Defence Senator the Hon Marise Payne and Indonesian Minister of Defence 
Ryamizard Ryacudu signed the Australia-Indonesia Defence Cooperation Arrangement on 1 
February 2018. 
 
The Australia-Indonesia Defence Cooperation Arrangement reaffirms the strength of our 
longstanding relationship and our intent to deepen our engagement in future decades.  This 
updated Arrangement demonstrates our commitment to enhancing defence cooperation on 
shared security challenges into the future.    Our bilateral defence relationship is built on 
mutual respect for each other’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, which is underpinned by 
the Lombok Treaty.  Reaffirming and strengthening our defence cooperation will enable us 
to continue to address our shared strategic interests and counter mutual security threats, 
including maritime security and terrorism. 
 
The signing occurred in the margins of the inaugural Sub-Regional Defence Ministers’ 
Meeting on Counter-Terrorism in Perth. 
 

Visit by Minister for Defence to Iraq and Afghanistan 
 

The Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, paid tribute to the service and 
efforts of the ADF and civilian personnel during a visit to Iraq and Afghanistan on 17 
February. Minister Payne was accompanied by the Chief of Defence Force Air Chief Marshal 
Mark Binskin during the visit. 
 
On 15 February Minister Payne travelled to Iraq to meet with members of Australia’s 
successful Building Partner Capacity Mission at the Taji Military Complex and acknowledged 
the important contribution Australian personnel are making to Iraq’s long-term stability by 
supporting the counter-Daesh campaign.   “Australian and New Zealand personnel continue 
to train Iraqi Security Forces members as they consolidate their hard-fought victory over 
Daesh,” Minister Payne said.   “We can be immensely proud of the contribution Australian 
troops are making whether it be those involved at Taji, our Special Operations Task Group 
that continues to support the Iraqi Counter Terrorism Service, or the men and women of our 
Air Task Group.   “Over more than three and a half years, Australian personnel have made a 
highly valued contribution to the international counter-Daesh coalition and it is important 
we acknowledge their remarkable success, dedication and skill.”    
 
While in Iraq Minister Payne met with Operation Inherent Resolve Commander Lt Gen Paul 
Funk, who directs the overall international military campaign in Iraq and Syria.  “While 
Daesh’s so-called caliphate has been destroyed, Daesh remains an ongoing threat and 
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continues to attempt to spread its toxic ideology across the globe, including to the Indo 
Pacific region,” Minister Payne said.   Australia is committed to supporting Iraq so that its 
security forces can protect its territory and prevent the re-emergence of Daesh in Iraq.” 
 

On 16 February Minister Payne met with 
Australian Defence Force personnel in 
Kabul to thank them for their important 
contribution to Afghanistan’s long-term 
security.    Minister Payne acknowledged 
their hard work training and assisting 
members of the Afghan National  
 Defence and Security Forces, and 
working within the NATO-led Resolute 
Support Mission.   “It was a privilege to 
meet with some of the Australian 

military and civilian personnel who are 
making an important contribution to help 
build the long-term capacity and 

capability of the ANDSF and we can be proud of their efforts in the face of a determined 
enemy,” Minister Payne said. 
“The security situation in Afghanistan remains challenging and international support to the 
ANDSF remains crucial to their long term success.”  “Australian personnel embedded in the 
NATO-led mission are in integral roles and bring their skills and expertise to this international 
effort to support Afghanistan.”  
 
Minister Payne met with Afghan President Ashraf Ghani and affirmed Australia’s ongoing 
commitment to Afghanistan.   “Australia remains steadfast in our support to Afghanistan and 
I offered Australia’s condolences for the suffering of the Afghan people through the recent 
senseless terrorist attacks,” Minister Payne said.   Minister Payne also met with the 
Commander of the Resolute Support Mission General John Nicholson.   “It is critical that 
Afghanistan does not once again become a breeding ground for terrorists that can threaten 
the safety and security of Australia and our region,” Minister Payne said. 
 
Last year Australia increased our contribution to the Resolute Support Mission from around 
270 to 300 personnel and since 2010 Australia has contributed US$440 million to the Afghan 
National Army Trust Fund to help equip and sustain Afghan security forces. 

 
Institute News  

 
 

The Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne during 
her visit. 

 
New Members   A special welcome is extended to the following new members:    Mr George 
Barsom Student,  CAPT Mathew Hudson CSC RAN, FLTLT  Anders Ridley-Smith, MAJ Dean 
Spence,  Mr Mike Kerrigan,  Mr Patrick Lewis,  and Mr Peter Dongas 
 
 
Deceased Members   It is with a deep sense of sadness that the passing of the following 
members is recorded:      LCDR Clive Longstaff RFD RD RANR deceased in Dec. 
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Upcoming Institute Lunchtime Lectures and Events 
 

Tuesday 27 March 2018    Speaker: Deputy Commissioner, Mandy Newton APM Deputy 
Commissioner, Support of the Australian Border Force  
Subject: The Australian Border Force   
 
Mandy joined the Australian Border Force (ABF) on 3 April 
2017, after a 28 year career in law enforcement and policing 
with the Australian Federal Police (AFP). Mandy is 
responsible for delivering operational continuity through 
planning, support and training to bring to affect the ABF’s 
operational outcomes. This includes the monitoring of 
customs and immigration compliance, delivery of specialist 
maritime capabilities as well as the implementation and 
development of the operational workforce function. 
Additionally, Mandy leads the operational support for detention, including health and estate 
management, the wellbeing of children, community programmes and settlement services in 
addition to the offshore regional processing activities including the decommissioning of the 
former Manus Island Regional Processing Centre. 
Additionally, Mandy held the position of Deputy Chief Police Officer within ACT policing, has 
private sector experience working with ACTEW, and was an Assistant Commissioner at the 
Australian Taxation Office. 
  

This is open to any interested person and will be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, 
Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney – start time: 1pm.   Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; 
Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is available before 
the lecture at no cost.   A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it 
must be ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before the lecture. 
 
Tuesday 24 April 2018     Speaker: Allan Behm 
Subject:  “Framing Foreign Policy In Times of Uncertainty!” 

Allan spent nearly thirty years in the Australian Public Service 
working in the Australian diplomatic service, the Prime Minister’s 
Department, the Department of Defence and the Attorney-
General’s Department. He specialised in international relations, 
defence strategy, counter-terrorism and law enforcement policy, 
and had a two-year stint as General Manager in the Attorney-
General’s Legal Practice. From the mid 90s, as head of the 
International Policy and Strategy Divisions of the Department of 
Defence, he was responsible for the overall management of Australia’s strategic intelligence 
relationship with the USA, defence relations with Indonesia (a critical aspect of Australia’s 
successful intervention in East Timor) and broader Asia-Pacific security affairs.  

He teaches advanced strategy and policy courses at several Australian universities and 
Defence colleges. He also advises several leading international consulting firms, and has a 
range of clients in both the private and public sectors. He has tertiary qualifications in 
philosophy and Asian studies, and speaks Indonesian and French. 

Articles by Allan Behm    https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/author/allan-behm/ 
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/contributors/articles/allan-behm 

Image source: Australian Public 
Service Commission 

Source:   Fearless    
http://web51.bay.studiocoast.c
om.au/ 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/author/allan-behm/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/contributors/articles/allan-behm
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Lunchtime Lecture held Tuesday 
27th February 2018  Speaker: 
Professor James Curran BA Phd 
Professor, Department of History, 
Sydney University  Subject: 
AUSTRALIA AND TRUMP'S 
AMERICA: PROBLEMS AND 
PERSPECTIVES  
 Images: John Hutcheson 

 

Recent 
Past 

Event of 
the 

Institute 
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General Defence News 

Troops farewelled in Townsville 
Troops deploying to the Middle East on Operation Accordion took part in a farewell parade 
held on 22 February at the Australian Army’s Lavarack Barracks in Townsville.  The   Minister 
for Defence Personnel Michael McCormack said:   
 

 "It truly is an honour to be here in Townsville today to farewell our Defence 
personnel heading to the Middle East on Operation Accordion,"    

 "There is no higher calling than to give service to our nation, to proudly don the khaki 
cams as a member of the Australian Defence Force and to get the opportunity to use 
your skills and training on deployment.    

 "Australian soldiers, sailors, airmen and women are without question the best in the 
world and I am proud to be here representing the Government to say thank you for 
your service and to wish you well in achieving your mission. 

 
Mr McCormack said the Government understands the pressures of service life, including on 
family and friends.   
 

 "These dedicated servicemen and women are about to embark on an important 
mission to support Australia’s operations in the Middle East sacrificing their time with 
loved ones along with birthdays, anniversaries and other important occasions,"   

  "As Minister for Defence Personnel, I know families and loved ones play a big role in 
the lives of our servicemen and women, especially when on deployment.   

 "Their support is integral and they should be applauded for the sacrifices they too 
make for our nation and I want our troops and their families to know we will be here 
to support them.   

 "I want to take this opportunity to thank all our Defence personnel who serve with 
dedication and distinction. Your contributions enhance the Australian Defence 
Force’s ability to defend our nation, our way of life and our national interests 

 
The troops being deployed are from Force Support Element 8. The element comprises 
personnel from the 3rd Combat Service Support Battalion, along with personnel from the 
9th and 10th Force Support Battalion.  
 

Commemorating 75th anniversary of the battle of the Bismarck Sea 
 
One of the decisive engagements of the Second World War was  commemorated on its 75th 
anniversary in a memorial service at RAAF Base Richmond.   The Battle of the Bismarck Sea, 
fought over 2-4 March 1943, saw a combined force of Australian and American aircraft 
destroy a Japanese convoy of ships attempting to deliver nearly 7000 troops to the port of 
Lae in New Guinea. The Allied success in the battle effectively secured the New Guinea land 
campaign that had witnessed brutal fighting on battlefields such as the Kokoda Track in 
1942, leading it to be described as 'a land battle, fought at sea, and won from the air'. After 
March 1943, the Japanese did not seek to reinforce its land forces in New Guinea in large 
numbers. 
General Douglas MacArthur, Supreme Commander for Southwest Pacific Area, called it "the 
decisive aerial engagement of the war in the South West Pacific Area". 
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For RAAF Base Richmond, the Battle of the Bismarck Sea holds special significance. The four 
RAAF squadrons that fought in the battle - Nos. 11, 22, 30 and 100 Squadron - were either 
formed at RAAF Base Richmond or operated there immediately before deploying to the New 
Guinea campaign. Men who trained and honed their skills flying in the skies over the 
Hawkesbury and wider western Sydney would later deploy to New Guinea, and in many 
cases, not return. 
            

The memorial service at RAAF Base 
Richmond witnessed the return of 
surviving veterans who 
 fought in the battle and the wider 
campaign in New Guinea, along with their 
relatives and friends.   They were joined 
by current serving members of the 
Australian Defence Force including Air 
Vice-Marshal Steve Roberton, Air 
Commander Australia; representatives of 
the United States Air Force and United 

States Consulate in Sydney; and the New 
South Wales State Governor, His 
Excellency General The Honourable David 

Hurley, AC, DSC, (retired), a former Chief of Defence Force and honorary patron of RAAF No. 
22 Squadron.   The commemorative service witnessed the unveiling of a memorial plinth for 
those RAAF members who fought in the battle and the wider New Guinea campaign. 
 
 Air Vice-Marshal Roberton said the commemoration service reflected the importance of the 
battle to this day.   “The Allied success was owed to the combination of intelligence, 
innovation between the RAAF and United States Army Air Force, and perseverance in one of 
the toughest flying environments in the world," Air Vice-Marshal Roberton said.   “There is 
no understating the impact this event had on the lives of those involved, as well as on the 
history and heritage of our Air Force."   
 
To this day, the Battle of the Bismarck Sea remains relatively little known, despite it being 
recorded firsthand by Australian cinematographer Damien Parer, who flew in the backseat 
of a No. 30 Squadron Beaufighter during one of the missions on 3 March 1943.   The 
following day, Parer was awarded an Academy Award in absentia for the category of 'Best 
Documentary', for his work on the Kokoda Trail the previous year.   The battle however is 
familiar to air power theorists and historians, being a demonstration of the successful use of 
coordinated air power in the joint domain.   “Even after 75 years, the Air Power lessons this 
engagement illustrated are still applicable to how we operate today,” Air Vice-Marshal 
Roberton said.   “It is noteworthy that the three combatant nations involved – Australia, the 
United States, and Japan – are today committed to working with one another within the 
region,” he said’ 

New mentors at Kabul Garrison Command 

A new team of advisors are on-hand to mentor Afghan officers at Kabul Garrison Command 
following a changeover on February 2. Head of the outgoing advisor team, Col Mark Ascough 

A No. 37 Squadron C-130J Hercules performs a fly past during the 
75th Anniversary of the Battle of the Bismarck Sea service at RAAF 
Base Richmond 
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said his biggest challenge before starting the role in June last year was what worthwhile 
advice and assistance his team could give to experienced senior Afghan officers. 
“How do I as an Australian Army colonel provide advice and assistance to a three star Afghan 
general who’s been fighting insurgencies of one kind or another for more than 40 years?,” 
Col Ascough said.   “How do you value add to his role and mission?” 
 
The team of 11 soon learned how best to help the Afghan officers responsible for the 
security of Kabul. “It was listening to what they are interested in learning more about, 
looking at where our skill sets lay and trying to align our skills to their requirements,” Col 
Ascough said. 
“We’d also look for opportunities to use our skills to help them with aspects like operational 
planning, coordination, public affairs and information.” Col Ascough said the key to good 
mentoring was in the mindset of how it was approached. The importance of building 
relationships built on mutual respect was essential and a team mantra. “If you come in 
thinking ‘what can I learn today’ as opposed to ‘what can I teach today’; you’ll end giving 
more because you’re coming in with an open mindset,” he said. 
 
Incoming advisor team leader Colonel Rich Bushby said the was looking forward to building 
on the work of Rotation 3. “Rotation 3 has clearly left big shoes to fill,” he said.  “The depth 
of their knowledge of the Kabul Garrison Command’s operations reflects the commitment 
that they have invested in their Afghan partners. “Rotations 4 has been well prepared by our 
training in Australia and are looking forward to the task ahead.”    
 
Col Ascough said it was important to relish the time spent mentoring. “Enjoy every day 
you’re working alongside the Afghans, they are committed to fighting this insurgency,” he 
said. “Listen, look and trust your skills and knowledge. “Everyday you’ll be able to learn and 
become a better officer by working alongside Afghans and the coalition force.” 
 

Royal Australian Air Force assists Papua New Guinea after earthquake 

 
The Royal Australian Air Force has deployed a C-130J Hercules to Papua New Guinea to 
provide assistance, following the earthquake that occurred in the early morning of 26 
February 2018. The 7.5 magnitude earthquake struck the Highlands region, particularly Hela 

and Southern Highlands provinces, 
approximately 600 kilometres north-
west of Port Moresby.   The C-130J 
Hercules left from RAAF Base Richmond 
on 1 March 2018 and arrived in Port 
Moresby, where it has begun 
distributing humanitarian aid bound for 
earthquake affected areas. 
The medium-sized tactical air-lifter has 
also been requested to conduct aerial 
surveillance of affected areas in support 
of the Papua New Guinea Government.     
 
Humanitarian Duty Officer at the 
Australian High Commission in Papua 
New Guinea, Mr Darian Clark, said the 

Royal Australian Air Force personnel along with Australian High 
Commission Officials and Papua New Guinean locals unload 
humanitarian aid from trucks onto a C-130J Hercules; bound for the 
earthquake affected areas in the highlands. 
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earthquake affected many of the peoples living within the Papua New Guinea highlands.  
“This was the biggest earthquake in a hundred years and it spread 150 kilometres across the 
fault line,” Mr Clark said.  “A number of urban settlements, as well as villages, have been 
affected. Many in the form of landslides and landslips, which means that roads have been 
cut off, water contaminated, power knocked out and other widespread effects for the local 
people.  “This is the first round of humanitarian relief supplies to be provided to the affected 
area and we understand there is a desperate need for the items we’re taking up. So I think 
the priority of what we are doing cannot be understated.   “We have a mixture of medical 
supplies and equipment; tarps, tents, blankets and water containers, the essentials of life, 
following a formal request we received from the Papua New Guinea Government on 
Wednesday.   “It really confirms the solidarity that Australia has with Papua New Guinea, in 
times of crisis. It has all been made possible, of course, by the C-130J here in country. It 
means that we have been able to respond even quicker than we hoped for.” 
 
Further assessments of the impact, including in remote areas, will be required before the 
level of damage caused by the earthquake and ongoing aftershocks can be ascertained.  
 
C-130J Hercules Captain, Squadron Leader Justin Della Bosca, said the aircrew from Number 
37 Squadron train for these specific kind of emergencies.   “The C-130J Hercules is a medium 
tactical air-lifter and Number 37 Squadron specialises in highland of Papua New Guinea 
operations. We conduct a lot of training throughout the year to ensure we are ready for this 
exact kind of emergency,” Squadron Leader Della Bosca said.   “The Hercules has extremely 
good short field performance and extremely good hot temperature and high altitude 
performance as well. This means we can lift a large amount of cargo out of very short 
airstrips.  
“The Papua New Guinea environment is probably one of the most challenging aviation 
environments in the world, so all of the pilots at Number 37 Squadron have a lot of respect 
for the weather and the terrain in Papua New Guinea.” 
  

Young endeavour celebrates 30 years 
 

ROYAL Australian Navy operated Sail Training Ship (STS) Young Endeavour celebrated 30 
years of challenging and inspiring young Australians as it sailed into Sydney today, Minister 
for Defence Personnel Michael McCormack said. On 25 January 2018 Mr McCormack 
welcomed home the youth crew of the ship’s second voyage of 2018 and congratulated the 
Navy staff crew on the milestone. 

“Young Endeavour was Australia’s birthday present from the people of the United Kingdom 
for our Bicentenary in 1988,” Mr McCormack said. “The purpose built tall ship has taken 
more than13,100 young Australians on voyages and given them life skills which have 
benefitted them and the broader Australian community.    “Young Endeavour has conducted 
two world voyages, circumnavigated Australia four times and sailed to New Zealand and 
Indonesia.”   Mr McCormack said the Young Endeavour was purpose built to teach young 
Australians how to sail while also developing valuable life skills.  “She is a living gift and a 
thoughtful one. She teaches the young people core Australian values, such as teamwork, 
resilience and diversity,” Mr McCormack said.   “These voyages develop confidence, self-
awareness, teamwork and leadership skills and create a strong sense of community 
responsibility.  “I congratulate the Young Endeavour Youth Scheme, the Advisory Board and 
the staff members of the Royal Australian Navy who deliver the award winning program on 
this important milestone.” 
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Around 20 voyages are conducted annually along Australia’s coastline with youths aged 16-
23 setting sail.  The program teaches the youths how to navigate, keep watch, cook in the 
galley, take the helm and climb the 30-metre mast to work aloft, setting and furling sails.    

 Defence Exercises  

Exercise Cope North  

Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) members deployed to Guam to participate in Exercise 
Cope North 18, held from 10 February–2 March 2018.   Exercise Cope North is an annual 
high-end air combat and humanitarian assistance exercise.  The Exercise aims to develop and 
improve combat readiness, humanitarian assistance procedures and increase the 
interoperability between the 
United States, Australia and Japan.   
      
The focus of the exercise was the 
deployment and redeployment of 
combat support capabilities and 
the conduct of aeromedical 
evacuation, security forces and 
airfield operations.  Australian 
Commander for the Exercise, 
Group Captain Ben Sleeman, said 
there are great opportunities to 
gain from Cope North.     “This is 
the seventh year Australia has 
participated in the Exercise and 
every year we gain a further appreciation of how our equipment, aircraft and personnel 
operate together in this environment,” Group Captain Sleeman said.    “A C-27J Spartan 
aircraft from RAAF Base Richmond will also deploy for the first time on Exercise Cope North 
as part of the humanitarian assistance scenario, and will provide aeromedical evacuation 
and air logistics support from Guam.    “Cope North gives us the opportunity to validate the 
effectiveness of our new platforms such as the C-27J Spartan in complex scenarios, as well as  
training of its crew,” Group Captain Sleeman said.   
   
Exercise Cope North is held at Andersen Air Force base on Guam and hosted by the United 
States Pacific Air Forces. 
 

Defence Industry and Defence Science 

 

Advanced radar research agreement with CEA Technologies 
 
On 1 March 2018 Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, announced a 
five-year research and development agreement between CEA Technologies and the Defence 
Science and Technology Group to develop new solutions for Defence’s future requirements 
in radar, communications, and electronic warfare.   “I welcome this great partnership which 
brings together our Defence scientists’ signal processing, electronic protection, tracking and 
data fusion capabilities with CEA Technologies’ active array and radar expertise,” Minister 

Maintainers from 77 Squadron and USAF conduct a hot turn operation 
involving the refuelling of a RAAF F/A-18A Hornet during Exercise Cope North 
2018. 
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Pyne said.    CEA Technologies has delivered the world’s first fourth generation Active Phased 
Array Radar technology for Australia’s ANZAC Class frigates. 
 
This collaboration has relevance to programs such as the Future Frigates and will also help 
inform future programs in the aerospace, maritime and land domains.  Minister Pyne said 
future systems needed to ensure the Australian Defence Force had comprehensive 
situational awareness to make decisions more quickly in combat.  “DST Group and CEA 
Technologies will bring complementary strengths to the collaboration on advances in array 
capabilities. 
This agreement includes collaboration with a significant focus on robust and resilient 
capabilities in complex environments.“I congratulate the company and Defence on this 
strategic partnership which endeavours to produce more game-changing capabilities for the 
Australian Defence Force,” he said. 
 
The research agreement was signed in Canberra by the Chief Defence Scientist, Dr Alex 
Zelinsky, and Mr Merv Davis, CEO of CEA Technologies. 
 

International  

US Navy Requests $300M to Develop Shipboard Defensive Laser Weapons 

The USNI News Weekly Update for 02/28/2018 included the following report by Ben 
Werner: 

“The Navy proposed spending $299 million in Fiscal Year 2019 on laser systems to protect 
ships against current and anticipated future threats, as part of a rapid prototyping, 
experimentation and demonstration initiative. 
 
For nearly a decade, the Navy has considered laser technology a more cost-efficient and 
effective tool to protect ships from emerging threats such as unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAVs) and small patrol craft that could swarm a surface ship, according to a Congressional 
Research Service report, Navy Lasers, Railgun, and Hypervelocity Projectile: Background and 
Issues for Congress. 
 
The Navy wants to move development of lasers a step closer to deployment, according to 
budget documents released by the Navy earlier this month.   In the upcoming fiscal year, the 
Navy wants to purchase four ship-mounted Surface Navy Laser Weapon Systems (SNLWS), 
which include a High Energy Laser with an integrated low-power laser dazzler. If successful, 
this system would provide ships with a new means of countering unmanned aerial vehicles, 
fast inshore attack craft and adversary intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) 
assets.   The full report can be accessed here 
 

 

 
  
  
  

https://news.usni.org/2017/12/05/report-congress-navy-laser-railgun-hypervelocity-projectiles-2
https://news.usni.org/2017/12/05/report-congress-navy-laser-railgun-hypervelocity-projectiles-2
https://news.usni.org/2018/02/26/laser_weapons_usnavy_330m?utm_source=USNI+News&utm_campaign=0438747153-USNI_NEWS_WEEKLY&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0dd4a1450b-0438747153-230392589&mc_cid=0438747153&mc_eid=f2a93546e5
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security 
Studies NSW, Inc 
 
 
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the 
Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW today is 
one of seven self-governing constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for 
Defence and Security Australia Limited. 
 
The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness 
and understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  
 
• educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security; 
• publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 
• provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issue by conducting 

regular lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security 
establishments; 

• provides a professional development programs 
• operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from 

the late 18th century to the current day; and 
• conducts social and networking functions for members. 
 
The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson Library are on Level 20, Defence Plaza, 270 
Pitt Street, Sydney – close to Town Hall and Museum railway stations.  Members and visitors 
are encouraged to use the facilities for reading or research.  However, prior to visiting, 
please contact the Office Manager to arrange access to the Office.  For additional 
information, visit our website at www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 9393 2325. 
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