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Introduction  
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal 
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, Inc the 
aim of which is to provide members, stakeholders, and other interested 
parties up to date news of our latest activities and events as well as 
selective information on defence issues.   
 
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and 
recipients are not required to be a member of the Institute.  Invite your 
colleagues to receive this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on 
the Institute’s website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter  where 
they can register their email contact details. 
 

Latest News  
Remarks by Prime Minister at the Dawn Service Villers-Brettoneux 

 
In the quiet peace of dawn, we pause and remember this place, as it was one hundred years 
ago. Green fields and trees have returned to take the place of mud, and trenches and all the 
wreckage of war. A landscape of peace - but one hard won by young Australians fighting 
with the soldiers of the British Empire and of France. The deeds of these young men have 
echoed down the years.  

Here on the Western Front, death had 
seized the landscape and refused to yield. 
A stalemate.   And then, in March 1918, a 
German onslaught began. The spring 
offensive, Ludendorff’s battle of 
annihilation. Their march west seemed 
unstoppable. And on April 24th, Villers-
Bretonneux was captured for a second 
time.  The small village had to be rescued. 
A vital point, the key to Amiens it could 
not be allowed to be held by the enemy. 

The Australians were called upon, just 
three years removed from the landing on 
Gallipoli. It was said they had no chance. 
But they were confident and it was ANZAC 
Day the next day. At ten past ten, the 13th 

brigade advanced in classic Australian style. “Boys, you know what you have to do. Get on 
with it”, was the laconic pep-talk from one Officer.  ‘The whistle of bullets,’ said one captain, 
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The Prime Minster of Australia, the Honourable Malcolm Turnbull, 
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Monsieur Édouard Philippe after laying wreaths at the foot of the 
Australian National Memorial during the 2018 Anzac Day Dawn 
Service at the Villers-Bretonneux War Cemetery. 
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‘became a swish and patter, and boys fell all round me, generally without a sound.’ It was 
fire unlike any experienced before. But still they pushed on. And shortly before midnight, 
with a ferocious roar, the 15th brigade joined the assault. As dawn broke at this moment a 
century ago, victory appeared certain. April 25th, 1918. ANZAC Day. 
 
It was, to both friend and foe, one of the greatest feats of the war. The cost was great. 
Three-thousand, nine-hundred Australian men were ordered to fight. There were about 
2,500 casualties. But Villers-Bretonneux was saved. ......Sir John Monash described it as the 
turning point in the war.  The Australians had come from the other side of the world to 
defend the freedom of France.  
 
We meet here 100 years later; on land long healed — to remember them.   And we join 
Australians everywhere in remembering all the men and women who have served our 
nation, and who are serving it today. We honour their bravery, their sacrifice and their 
loyalty. 
We show that they are not forgotten. For the best way to honour the courage and sacrifice 
of the diggers of World War One, is to support the servicemen and women, the veterans and 
the families of today. 
 
On this dawn, we are joined by friends. The people of France, the people of Villers-
Bretonneux, do not forget Australia’s sons. They are their sons, too.  Here the Australian flag 
flies high; kangaroos guard the entrance to the town hall; Victoria School — rebuilt with 
donations from Australian children — is stamped with the words, N’oublions jamais 
l’Australie.  Let us never forget Australia. There is love and heartfelt gratitude, here.  There is 
friendship. 
 
We are mates, brothers in arms - just as the Australian digger and the French Poilu were 
mates a century ago. Just as they are in freedom’s cause today.  Let us remember the value 
of friendship on this day and in this year — one-hundred years since the First World War, 
and its terrible destruction, ended.  Let us vow to learn the lessons of that destruction; to 
open our arms, and our hearts, to our neighbours. And let us commit to forging a stronger, 
safer world. Together.  
 
We honour the sacrifice of the ANZACs and we honour the values for which they fought. 
Freedom, democracy and the rule of law – our Australian way of life. In every age, freedoms 
hard won and hard fought. 
 
Lest we forget. 

 
Anzac Day Commemorations in France  
Anzac Day 2018 marks 100 years since the 
battle widely regarded as the turning point of 
World War One. The Chief of the Defence 
Force, Air Chief Marshal Mark Binskin, 
delivered the Call to Remembrance during 
the Dawn Service at the Australian National 
Memorial which now stands on the site of the 

Second Battle of Villers Bretonneux. “The 
Allies feared 1918 would bring defeat but as 

Chief of the Australian Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal Mark 
Binskin, AC, looks over the names of fallen Australian soldiers of the 
First World War at the Australian National Memorial in Villers-
Bretonneux, France. 
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Anzac Day dawned, the decisive actions of the Australian 13 and 15 Brigades had surrounded 
the village of Villers Bretonneux bringing news of a stunning victory that effectively ended 
the German spring offensive,” Air Chief Marshal Binskin said. 
 
Later, the Chief of the Defence Force recited the Ode on behalf of the Australian Defence 
Force (ADF) at Bullecourt before addressing the Australian service at the Digger Memorial 
where he remembered the significant losses suffered by the Australian Imperial Force (AIF).  
“As the months stretched into years, the platoon mates became family and the loss of 
comrades was deeply felt. “Sadly, another 10,000 Australian lives were lost between April 
1918 and the Armistice in November that year. Despite the heavy toll, those months were an 
enormous source of pride for the Australians who played an important role in the Allied 
victory.”   
 
With more than 2,300 ADF personnel deployed on operations today, the traditional Dawn 
Service was repeated at day break around the world including the Middle East region and 
historic sites throughout Europe.   In the final year of the Anzac Centenary commemorations, 
Air Chief Marshal Mark Binskin said our current service men and women know the true 
meaning of Anzac Day.   “For many, it is a time for solemn reflection on the sacrifices of all 
those who went before them. For others, it is an opportunity to remember mates lost in 
service to our nation.” 
  

Visit to Germany and France by Minister for Defence  
 
Prior to the visit by the Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, to Germany 
and France from 22-26 April to meet with Defence counterparts and attend Anzac Day 
commemorative ceremonies, her Office released the following media release. 
 
“Minister Payne will meet with German counterpart, Minister for Defence Dr Ursula von der 
Leyen, to discuss global security issues and defence materiel cooperation.    “Australia and 
Germany have a deepening defence relationship and we 
are both longstanding   contributors to the NATO-led 
Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan,” Minister Payne 
said.     
“In the past six months the Australian Government has 
announced that German firms Lürssen and Rheinmetall will 
respectively deliver Australia’s new Offshore Patrol Vessels 
and Combat Reconnaissance Vehicles, further cementing 
our long-term defence co-operation,” Minister Payne said. 
 
In France Minister Payne will meet with her counterpart, 
Minister for the Armed Forces Florence Parly, to discuss 
the going counter-Daesh coalition missions in Iraq and 
Syria and efforts to counter violent extremism.   Minister 

Payne will visit the Naval Group facilities at Cherbourg 
where the design of Australia’s Future Submarine is 
underway.   “The Australia-France defence relationship began on the battlefields of the 
Western Front during the First World War and continues today in the Pacific, and in Syria 
and Iraq, and through the development of Australia’s future submarine,” Minister Payne 
said.   “The Future Submarine Program is the largest Defence capability project Australia has 
ever embarked upon and is it driving a revitalisation in Australian-French strategic 

Senator the Hon Marise Payne 

 

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/marise-payne
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cooperation, which will underpin our bilateral relationship for decades to come,” Minister 
Payne said.  
 
Minister Payne will join Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull as he opens the Sir John Monash 
Centre at Villers-Bretonneux, and will attend Anzac Day ceremonies at Villers-Bretonneux 
and Bullecourt. 
 
On 26 April, Minister Payne will attend the Ministerial Conference on the Fight Against 
Financing Daesh and Al-Qaeda.   “Australia is committed to working with our international 
partners and private organisations to disrupt and stop the funding of terrorist networks,” 
Minister Payne said.” 
 

Stronger Enforcement of UNSC Resolution on North Korea  
 
On 28th April the Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, issued the following 
statement. 
 
“Australia will deploy a P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft to Japan to contribute to the 
enforcement of United Nations Security Council resolutions in our region. This is part of 
Australia’s active role in efforts to maintain economic and diplomatic pressure on North 
Korea. The deployment supports the international campaign to address North Korea’s illicit 
trade and associated networks. 
  
We welcome North Korea’s announcement of a halt to ballistic missile and nuclear weapons 
testing and, from yesterday’s historic inter-Korean dialogue, to work for the complete 
denuclearisation of the Korean Peninsula. However, along with our partners, we will 
continue to apply maximum pressure on North Korea until it takes concrete and verifiable 
steps to denuclearise. Australia will continue to work with our partners in the region to 
ensure the full implementation and strict enforcement of United Nations Security Council 
resolutions. 
  
 

Vanuatu Prime Minister assures Malcolm Turnbull there will be no Chinese 
military base on islands  
 
Vanuatu's Prime Minister Charlot Salwai has assured his Australian counterpart his country 
has no plans to allow China to build a military base on the Pacific island nation.  Mr Salwai 
and Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull held discussions on the sidelines of the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in London. It comes after media 
reports raised speculation China has an interest in growing its military strength in the Pacific 
region. 

Fairfax, citing unnamed sources, said no formal proposal had yet been made but the 
prospect of a Chinese military outpost so close to Australia had been discussed at the 
highest levels in Canberra and Washington. Reports of negotiations have been denied by 
both the Vanuatu and Chinese governments. 

Mr Salwai told media that he had been involved with the government for 27 years but had 
never once had negotiations with China about a military base. "I want to assure the Prime 
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Minister that Vanuatu does not dream to become a military base one day, it is not in our 
culture, it is not in our tradition, we have a custom system [of] chiefs that we are working 
with and we are happy with," he said. Mr Turnbull agreed media reports about China 
establishing a base in Vanuatu were incorrect. 

Defence Support to 2018 Commonwealth Games Concludes  
 

The Commander of the Australian Defence Force (ADF)’s 
support to the 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth Games thanked 
personnel for their efforts to ensure a safe and successful 
conclusion to the Games on the 27th April. The ADF supported 
the Queensland Police Service and other state and federal 
agencies to search more than twenty-seven venues to ensure 
the public could experience a secure and enjoyable Games. 
 Commander of the Joint Task Force, Major General Paul 
McLachlan, said he was immensely proud of the professionalism 
and dedication of ADF personnel who contributed to the 
security arrangement. “Our highly trained personnel, including 
Army engineers, Air Task Group, Navy clearance divers, and 
Army and Air Force Reserves, trained and prepared to ensure 
athletes, spectators and the local community enjoyed a safe and 
secure Games,” Major General McLachlan said. “It has been a 
complex and complicated security operation characterised by 
genuine teamwork from a wide range of other government 
agencies.” “ADF personnel from all of the Joint Task Forces have 
done an excellent job, developed fantastic relationships and 
made important contributions to a highly successful whole-of-

government security operation.”   
 
1,700 Navy, Army and Air Force personnel deployed to the Gold Coast, Brisbane, Townsville  
and Cairns as part of Operation ATLAS, the ADF codename for Defence’s contribution; the 
largest whole-of-Australian-Government security operation in Australia since G20 in 2014. 
 

Prince of Wales welcomed by Australia's Federation Guard 
 
On 11 April Australia's Federation Guard (AFG) welcomed Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Charles and the Duchess of Cornwell with a Royal Guard in honour of their arrival in Australia 
for the 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth Games. The Royal couple were greeted at 
Brisbane's Old Government House by a 21 Gun Salute and welcomed by the Queen's 
representative in Australia, His Excellency the Governor-General Sir Peter Cosgrove. 
 
Hundreds of spectators braved the rain to catch a glimpse of Prince Charles as he inspected 
the Guard alongside AFG Guard Commander, Navy officer Lieutenant Commander Shannon 
Martin.  Lieutenant Commander Martin said emotions were running high as Guard members 
stood ready to receive the Royal party on the dais in full ceremonial dress.  "This is a career 
highlight for many of the Guard members. Naturally there's a little bit of nervousness but 
also an air of excitement," Lieutenant Commander Martin said. 
 
As Australia's permanent military ceremonial unit, the AFG regularly provides a Royal Guard 
of Honour for visiting dignitaries, however actual Royal visits are far and few between. Royal 

From left: Senior Constable Tanya 
Cash, Private David Franz, Acting 
Sergeant Daniel Nunn and Private 
Andrew Scott-MacKenzie work 
together to provide security for the 
2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth 
Games. 
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Australian Air Force Guard member, Corporal Ingrid Kogler noted that the prefix 'Royal' 
when referring to a Guard of Honour indicates the size of the Guard and "not necessarily the 
presence of a Royal". To prepare for the Prince's 16th visit to Australia, Corporal Kogler said 
preparation included extensive rehearsals as well as etiquette training. 
 

Delivery of C-27J Spartan Battlefield Aircraft completed  
 

On 18 April the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) 
today welcomed the 10th and final C-27J Spartan 
into service during a ceremony at RAAF Base 
Richmond.   
 
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise 
Payne, and Minister for Defence Industry, the 

Hon Christopher Pyne MP, congratulated RAAF on 
completing the upgrade to the Australian Defence 
Force’s comprehensive fleet of air mobility 
platforms. Minister Payne said the Spartan was a highly versatile aircraft that would enhance 
battlefield airlift capability of the Australian Defence Force. “The Spartan provides flexibility 
to Defence operations, allowing us to land at airfields that are smaller or unsuitable for our 
much larger transport aircraft like the C-130J Hercules and C-17A Globemaster,” Minister 
Payne said.     
 
“The Spartan can carry up to five tonnes of cargo and is capable of moving troops, 
equipment and supplies; conducting aero-medical evacuation missions and conducting air 
drops.” Minister Payne said the Spartans are currently operated by No. 35 Squadron at RAAF 
Base Richmond, and would relocate to RAAF Base Amberley in early 2019. “The relocation to 
Amberley will allow No. 35 Squadron to work from facilities purpose-built for the Spartan, 
and to be more responsive when deploying across Australia and into the Asia Pacific,” 
Minister Payne said. 
Over the last 12 months, the Spartan has supported Whole-of-Government efforts in the 
2017 Papua New Guinea parliamentary elections and during international exercises in New 
Zealand, Guam and New Caledonia. 
   

Next Three F-35A Joint Strike Fighters 
Mission-Ready 
 
Australia took delivery of the next three F-
35A aircraft from Lockheed Martin on 9 April.    
In a joint media release Minister for Defence 
Senator the Hon Marise Payne and Minister 
for Defence Industry the Hon Christopher 
Pyne MP congratulated Defence and 
Lockheed Martin on reaching the important 
milestone.  
 
Minister Payne said our F-35 program is on track to provide Australia with a fifth generation 
aircraft at the forefront of air combat technology. “These latest aircraft are fitted with the 
program’s final software system, which unlocks the aircraft’s full war-fighting potential 

Officer Commanding No. 84 Wing, Group Captain Paul 
Long addresses members attending the ceremony for 
the arrival of the last C-27J Spartan. 

 

A35-003, A35-004 and A35-005 arrived at Luke Air Force base. 
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including weapons, mission systems and flight performance,” Minister Payne said.“The 
stealthy, advanced F-35A is a step change in the Australian Defence Force’s capabilities, 
giving Australia an edge against the emergence of advanced capabilities in our region.” 
“Australia is the first international partner to accept jets with Block 3F capability, and this is 
another key step towards introducing the aircraft into service before its arrival in Australia in 
December this year.” Minister Pyne said this is another significant point in the Joint Strike 
Fighter program. 
 
“Australia now has five aircraft at Luke Air Force Base in Arizona, USA, where our pilots are 
currently training. Five more aircraft are scheduled for delivery by the end of 2018. “More 
than 50 Australian companies have directly shared in more than A$1 billion in production 
contracts to date, providing further opportunities to small and medium Australian 
businesses which benefit through supply chain work. “In 2016, the F-35 Program supported 
more than 2,400 jobs across Australia, which is set to grow to 5,000 by 2023. 
 
The Australian Government is investing in 72 F-35A Lightning II aircraft to replace the current 
fleet of 71 ageing F/A-18A/B Classic Hornets. 
 

Joint media release - Strengthening Australia’s cyber expertise  
 
Cyber security experts from across Australia and around the world came together at the 
Australian Cyber Security Centre (ACSC) conference in Canberra 0n 11 and 12 April to focus 
on the latest national cyber threats and security challenges. The conference provided the 
opportunity for hundreds of leading experts from government and industry to discuss the 
latest threats, mitigations and advances in cyber security, as well as forge new partnerships. 
The Minister for Defence Marise Payne said all governments, industry and individuals must 
be proactive about protecting themselves online. “We must work together to share threat 
information and learn from each other to ensure Australians are kept safe and secure 
online,” Senator Payne said. “The conference is run by the ACSC, which will operate as part 
of the Australian Signals Directorate from 1 July this year. This sponsorship from Australia’s 
lead centre for cyber security ensures the knowledge gained will go straight to the 
operational experts in business, government and academia.” 
The Minister for Home Affairs Peter Dutton said a ‘safe’ cyber space is essential for a 
prosperous and secure nation. “The public’s access to and dependence on a ‘safe’ internet is 
as important as its access to other essential services, such as the supply of water,” Mr 
Dutton said.  “The conference will advance our knowledge and capabilities and provide a 
platform for ongoing partnerships to counter cyber threats. “We are pleased to have 
international partners sharing their experiences with us. As we know the threat isn’t 
constrained by borders.” 
 
The Minister for Law Enforcement and Cyber Security Angus Taylor said the conference is a 
unique opportunity to collaborate with private sector across the globe and focus on 
advancing Australia’s national cyber defence capabilities. “Developing a coordinated national 
cyber defence program to enhance our national security is a key priority for the Turnbull 
Government and strong partnerships with industry are integral to achieving this,” Mr Taylor 
said. “Cyber defence capabilities are strengthened with coordinated cyber activities between 
government and industry, increased data sharing, and coordinated threat exercises and 
tracking. “Working together with industry, including throughout this conference, will ensure 
we continue to deliver on our world-leading Cyber Security Strategy.” 
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A report on the Conference can be accessed here https://www.acsc.gov.au/news/acsc-
conference-2018-success.html  

 
Institute News  
 
New Members   A special welcome is extended to the following new members:   Mrs Yvonne 
Butler,  Mr Dan Kennedy,  Mr Seumas Tan, Mr Keith Morris, Mr Jordan Beavis, Mr Calvin 
Manjarres-Wahlberg and Brigadier Susan Coyle CSC, DSM. 
 

 
Upcoming Institute Lunchtime Lectures and Events 
 

These lectures are open to any interested person and will be held at Sydney Mechanics’ 
School of Arts, Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney – start time: 1pm.   Attendance fees are: 
Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is 
available before the lecture at no cost.   A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon 
(cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day 
before the lecture. 
 
Tuesday 29 May 2018 Speaker: Dr Julian Droogan, Senior Lecturer 
at Department of Security Studies and Criminology, Macquarie 
University 
Subject: Countering Violent Extremism in Australia 
 
 
Dr. Julian Droogan is a Senior Lecturer at the Department of 
Security Studies and Criminology, Macquarie University where he is 
the Editor-in-Chief of the international peer reviewed Journal of 
Policing, Intelligence and Counter Terrorism (Routledge), Director 
of the terrorism research program, and director of 
internationalisation and outreach. Julian’s academic background 
encompasses the anthropology and history of religions, and he has spent years conducting 
fieldwork in the Middle East, Central Asia, and South Asia. 
 
His research interests include countering violent extremism, religious radicalisation, 
extremist narratives, and the history of terrorism and political violence. Julian leads a 
number of funded research projects including an ongoing partnership with the New South 
Wales (NSW) government looking at ways to install and evaluate counter terrorism and 
social resilience projects in NSW communities, and an Australian Research Council Discovery 
grant project examining the relationship between online extremist materials and real-world 
violent extremist action. He served on the NSW Premier’s Countering Violent Extremism 
Advisory Board.       
 
More information about Dr Droogan: 
https://www.mq.edu.au/about_us/faculties_and_departments/faculty_of_arts/department_of_poli
cing_intelligence_and_counter_terrorism/staff/dr_julian_droogan/  
 
https://www.mq.edu.au/thisweek/2016/10/24/dr-julian-droogan-terrorism-national-security/ 

 

Image source: Macquarie 
University 

https://www.acsc.gov.au/news/acsc-conference-2018-success.html
https://www.acsc.gov.au/news/acsc-conference-2018-success.html
https://rusinsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8767b02a06f6fd63933dc7256&id=4906285603&e=86da85482d
https://rusinsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8767b02a06f6fd63933dc7256&id=4906285603&e=86da85482d
https://rusinsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8767b02a06f6fd63933dc7256&id=4212cb0a1d&e=86da85482d
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Tuesday 26 June Speaker: Major General Gus McLachlan AM, Commander Forces 
Command  
Subject: “After Beersheba; How do we define 5th generation 
army?” 
In 2009 Major General McLachlan was selected to represent 
the Australian Defence Force for a placement in the Office of 
the US Secretary for Defense to work on the first Quadrennial 
Defense Review of the Obama Administration. He returned to 
Australia to assume command of the Army’s 1st Mechanized 
Brigade in Darwin.  He served for three years as the 
Commander of the 1st Brigade during which time the Brigade 
deployed personnel for operational service in Afghanistan, 
East Timor and the Solomon Islands. 
MAJGEN McLachlan’s roles as a General Officer have included 
operational planning in Afghanistan and Joint Capability Coordination for the Vice Chief of 
Defence where he was responsible for generating Australian Defence capability in cyber 
space, electronic warfare, joint command and control and counter IED capabilities. He 
recently completed two years as Head of Army Modernisation and Strategic Planning during 
which time he focused on digitizing the Army, optimizing the helicopter fleet and improving 
soldier combat equipment. 
MAJGEN McLachlan commenced his current role as Commander of Forces Command in 
December 2016. 
Major General McLachlan holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree from the University of New South 
Wales and a Masters Degree in Strategic Studies from the University of Canberra. He is also a 
graduate of the Harvard Business School Advanced Management Program. 
 
 
 
Tuesday 31 July   Speaker: Lt Col Sweeney, RFD  
Subject: Battle of Hamel 1918– the blueprint for future Allied 
offensives on the Western Front 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 17 August  RUSIDSS-NSW 130th Anniversary Luncheon at the 
Boutique Hotel, Castlereagh Street, Sydney. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday 28 August  Speaker: Mr Sam Roggeveen, Lowy Institute  
Subject:  North Korea and the Twilight of US Leadership in Asia”  
 
 

Image source: John Hutcheson 

Image source:   Lowy Institute 
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Recent 
Past 

Events of 
the 

Institute 
 

Lunchtime Lecture held Tuesday 27 March 
2018  Speaker: Mandy Newton APM Deputy 
Commissioner, Support of the Australian 
Border Force  
Subject: The Australian Border Force   
Images: John Hutcheson 
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Lunchtime Lecture held Tuesday 24 April 
2018     Speaker: Allan Behm   
Subject: “Framing Foreign Policy In Times 
of Uncertainty!” 
 Images: John Hutcheson 

 

Recent Past Event of 
the Institute 
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General Defence News 
 
Joint Media Release - Prime Minister, Minister for Defence, Minister for 
Defence Industry, Minister for Defence Personnel - ADF Senior Leadership 
Appointments 
 
The Government recommended to the Governor-General a number of command changes to 
the Australian Defence Force.    
 
Following confirmation, Lieutenant General Angus Campbell AO, DSC will be appointed 
Chief of the Defence Force when Air Chief Marshal Mark Binskin AC completes his tenure in 
July. Lt Gen Campbell joined the ADF in 1981 and has demonstrated outstanding leadership 
during his time as Chief of Army. His guidance will be instrumental as Australia modernises 
its military capabilities and continues its operations both in our region and around the globe. 
 
The Government extends its deepest gratitude and thanks to retiring Chief of the Defence 
Force ACM Binskin who has served with our nation with great distinction during a period of 
high operational tempo. ACM Binskin has overseen Australia’s highly successful contribution 
to the counter-Daesh coalition in the Middle East and our transition from combat operations 
to the current train, advise and assist mission in Afghanistan, and his leadership will continue 
in the coming months. 
 
The Government will also recommend the Governor-General appoint Vice Admiral David 
Johnston AM as Vice Chief of the Defence Force. As Chief of Joint Operations, VADM 
Johnston has been instrumental in the planning and conduct of our military campaigns and 
exercises over the past four years. Vice Chief of Defence Force Vice Admiral Ray Griggs AO, 
CSC will retire from the ADF in July. Acknowledging his significant contribution over four 
decades in the ADF, the Government looks forward to VADM Griggs continuing his 
contribution to public service in the future.   
 
The Government also extends its sincere gratitude to Chief of Navy Tim Barrett AO, CSC who 
will also retire from the ADF in July after a 42 year career. He has overseen the Royal 
Australian Navy as it undertakes its largest and most important modernisation since WWII. 
 
The Government will recommend Air Vice Marshal Mel Hupfeld AO, DSC be appointed Chief 
of Joint Operations. AVM Hupfeld is currently the head of Force Design and responsible for 
the development of our future force. 
 
Following confirmation of the preceding appointments, other senior appointments will 
include: 
Rear Admiral Mike Noonan AM to Chief of Navy, and 
Major General Rick Burr AO, DSC, MVO to Chief of Army. 
 
Chief of Air Force Air Marshal Leo Davies AO, CSC, who was appointed to a four year term in 
July 2015, will continue to serve in his current position.    
 
These senior appointments ensure the Australian Defence Force continues to have strong 
leadership in this period of increasing strategic uncertainty and that it is best placed to 
protect Australia’s safety and security. 
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Australian Defence Force demonstrates cooperative engagement capability 
 
The Australian Defence Force’s ability to defeat enemy air threats has been boosted with the 
successful testing of the new Cooperative Engagement Capability, the first use of this cutting 
edge technology by a nation outside the United States. Over the past few weeks off the 
coast of South Australia, Air Warfare Destroyers HMAS Hobart, and NUSHIP Brisbane, 
successfully tested the Cooperative Engagement Capability, which combines radar and fire 
control data into a common picture, allowing one ship to engage an adversary based on the 
other ship’s data. Cooperative Engagement Capability is one technology that will form a part 
of the Australian Joint Integrated Fires Capability being implemented in the Australian 
Defence Force.  
 
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, congratulated the Royal Australian 
Navy and the Air Warfare Destroyer Alliance on reaching this important milestone. “The new 
Cooperative Engagement Capability is a significant step-change for Australia as we face 
increasing threats from cruise missiles and advanced aircraft,” Minister Payne said. 
“Together Hobart and Brisbane bring revolutionary air defence capabilities – not by adding 
new radars or weapon systems, but by utilising existing sensors and weapons in a more 
effective manner. “In the coming years, the Australian Joint Integrated Fires capability will 
link our ships, aircraft and land-based assets to create an increasingly sophisticated air 
defence network that can see over the horizon.” 
 
“Not only does this capability enable us, for the first time, to share targeting data in real time 
between ADF assets, it will also enable us to share it with United States assets, providing 
new levels of interoperability within a coalition force. “Australia is the first international 
partner outside the United States to gain access to this cutting-edge technology, further 
demonstrating the strong alliance between our two countries. “This new capability will 
provide Australian and United States warships the ability to share targeting data in real time. 
This means a combat system can engage a target that it otherwise could not see, by using 
data from another warship’s sensors,” Minister Payne said. 
 
The Australian Government is planning to integrate the CEC into other ADF capabilities, 
including the E-7A Wedgetail aircraft and our Integrated Air and Missile Defence program. 
The CEC will also be integrated into the Future Frigate’s Aegis combat management system 
together with the Saab Australia developed interface and the CEAFAR phased array radar, as 
part of our strategic enterprise approach to combat management systems. This technology 
will provide the ADF with longer range, cooperative and layered air defence. “When 
NUSHIP Brisbane joins her sister ship, HMAS Hobart, in the fleet later this year, it will mark 
the beginning of a new era for air defence in Australia and our partners,” Minister Payne said 
 

RAAF Base East Sale celebrates 75 years of operation 
 
On 20 April Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) Base East Sale today marked 75 years of 
operation. The anniversary was celebrated by a parade and flypast at the base. Minister for 
Defence Personnel, Darren Chester said over the last 75 years RAAF Base East Sale had 
played a vital role in training next generation air force personnel. “After World War II the 
base became the centre of air force aviation training and this legacy continues today,” Mr 
Chester said. 
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RAAF Base East Sale is home to the 
Officer's Training School, No.1 
Flying Training School, the School 
of Air Traffic Control and Central 
Flying School. The base is also 
home to the aerobatic flying team 
the RAAF Roulettes, which has 
entertained crowds around 
Australia with their precision 
formation flying. 
Mr Chester said the Gippsland 
community was also an important 

part of the legacy of the base and 
was grateful for continued 
support. “I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the local community for its support over the years, as we train the next 
generation of ADF aviation leaders,” Mr Chester said. 
  
“As of early 2019, under the banner of the Air Academy, RAAF Base East Sale will train all 
elementary officer aircrew for courses in pilot training, air traffic control, air combat officer 
and mission aircrew.”  
  
RAAF Base East Sale will remain a busy and exciting part of the Australian Defence Force as it 
continues to provide defence with qualified flying instructors. The base provides a significant 
part of initial employment training for all officers in aviation roles for air force, as well as for 
Australian Army and Royal Australian Navy students. 
 

The Prince of Wales commends Navy's most outstanding unit 
 
On 8 April His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales presented the Duke of Gloucester’s Cup to 
the crew of Hydrographic Ship (HS) Blue Crew at HMAS Cairns. The Duke of Gloucester’s Cup 
is awarded annually to the Royal Australian Navy unit that has demonstrated the highest 
level of overall proficiency in the previous year and is customarily presented by the 
Governor-General. As the winner of the Duke of Gloucester’s Cup for 2017, Hydrographic 
Ship Blue Crew had the rare honour of receiving this significant award from The Prince of 
Wales. 
 
Commander Australian Fleet, Rear 
Admiral Jonathan Mead, said the 
perpetual trophy recognises exemplary 
performance. “The Duke of Gloucester’s 
Cup has a rich 71-year history as the 
highest annual award for outstanding 
service to the Royal Australian Navy,” 
Rear Admiral Mead said.  “HS Blue Crew 
has succeeded in all respects in 2017 and 

can be justifiably proud of their 
achievements and for being the first 
hydrographic unit to win this prestigious 
award.” 

Four PC-21 aircraft perform a flypast on the occasion of the 75th anniversary 
of the formation of RAAF Base East Sale. 

His Royal Highness, The Prince of Wales, inspects the Guard of HMAS 
Leeuwin during a presentation ceremony for the Duke of Gloucester’s 
Cup in Cairns. 
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HS Blue Crew was awarded the prize for consistent high performance in her core operational 
and hydrographic mission, successful integration into Exercise TALISMAN SABRE 17 and the 
rapid and effective support to an allied partner during the search and subsequent recovery 
operations of a downed military aircraft. Blue Crew’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant 
Commander Dean Battilana, said winning the Duke of Gloucester’s Cup capped off a busy 
and successful year for the ship’s company. “We are honoured to be rewarded for our 
efforts and to receive the Duke of Gloucester’s Cup from His Royal Highness makes it even 
more special,” Lieutenant Commander Battilana said. “Blue Crew has delivered on 
everything that I and higher command has asked and more. This award is a testament to the 
ship’s company’s knowledge, skills and dedication to duty.” 
 

The Prince of Wales commends Army’s Regional Force Surveillance Group 
 
On 10April His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales met with members of the Australian 
Army’s Regional Force Surveillance Group, including soldiers from the North West Mobile 
Force (NORFORCE), at the Larrakeyah Defence Precinct in Darwin. Commander of the 
Regional Force Surveillance Group, Colonel John Papalitsas, welcomed The Prince of Wales 
and demonstrated the unique capabilities of the group. 
 
“The Regional Force Surveillance Group is tasked to provide a littoral surveillance and 
reconnaissance capability in Australia’s North and North-West in order to support whole of 
government efforts to maintain national sovereignty and border security,” Colonel Papalitsas 
said. “This group also plays a significant role in Army’s Indigenous engagement and 
development efforts, with its units having the highest rate of Indigenous participation within 
the Army.  “It was an honour to showcase the unique capabilities of the Regional Force 
Surveillance Group to The Prince,” Colonel Papalitsas said. “I’m pleased that The Prince was 
able to see first-hand the valuable contribution made by our people in some of the most 
remote areas of Australia’s North and North-West, both supporting Border Protection 
operations and providing opportunities for Indigenous Australians. “NORFORCE is closely 
involved in community engagement through its Regional Force Surveillance Unit. Many of 
the soldiers serving in the Regiment are contributing in the communities where they grew 
up, which is beneficial for both the individual and the community as a whole,” Colonel 
Papalitsas said. 

 
During the visit The Prince 
participated in a short tour of 
Darwin Harbour on a Regional 
Patrol Craft. NORFORCE also 
demonstrated the key platforms 
and systems used to undertake 
land and littoral surveillance and 
reconnaissance operations.  
Colonel Papalitsas said His Royal 
Highness The Prince spent time 
with the families of Regional 
Force Surveillance Group 

members during the visit.  “Today 
was a very proud moment for 
these soldiers and their families 

His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales speaks with Sergeant Norman 
Daymirrinju and Private Jamie Crossing from North West Mobile Force during 
his visit to Larrakeyah Defence Precinct. 
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and a once in a lifetime opportunity to meet with The Prince and discuss their work on 
building relationships with remote Indigenous communities and increasing Australian 
Defence Force capability.” 
The Regional Force Surveillance Group comprises of the Army’s three Regional Force 
Surveillance Units (RFSUs); NORFORCE, The 51st Battalion, The Far North Queensland 
Regiment and The Pilbara Regiment, and covers an area of operations which encompasses 
some 52 per cent of the Australian continent. This includes an arc which covers the North 
and North West of Australia from Geraldton in Western Australia, across the Northern 
Territory, through Far North Queensland and south to Cardwell. The group undertakes 
significant Indigenous engagement and development and delivers pathway training for 
Indigenous Australians wishing to pursue a career in Army through its Indigenous 
development wing in Darwin. 
  

Visit by Chief of Naval Staff of the Indonesian Navy 
 
Australia’s close maritime relationship with Indonesia was highlighted recently, with the 
country’s Chief of Navy, Admiral Ade Supandi paying a visit to Sydney. Admiral Ade Supandi 
travelled to the joint ADF Diving School at HMAS Penguin and the Landing Helicopter Dock 
HMAS Adelaide berthed at Garden Island, Sydney, before holding Navy to Navy talks with his 
Australian counterpart, Vice Admiral Tim Barrett. 
  
Admiral Barrett said the visit was an opportunity to discuss issues of mutual importance and 
to showcase some of the latest in Australian mine warfare training and amphibious 
capability. “Our relationship with the Indonesian Navy has, and always will be important due 
to our shared maritime border and commitment to peace and stability in the region,” he 
said. “It’s a friendship based on practical cooperation in areas such as maritime security, 
peacekeeping, counter terrorism, humanitarian and disaster relief and intelligence 
cooperation.” 
  
The Australian and Indonesian military relationship dates back to the 1940’s when Australian 
observers were deployed to monitor the truce between the Netherlands and Indonesia. In 
recent times the navies of both countries have worked together in exercises and operations 
such as Exercise Cassowary focused on mass Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) and the AUSINDO 
Coordinated Patrol targeting illegal foreign fishing in the shared jurisdictional zones in the 
waters north of Australia. “This week’s visit by Admiral Ade Supandi reaffirms our 
commitment to the bilateral defence relationship and we look forward to continuing to 
strengthen and deepen the ways in which we cooperate,” Admiral Barrett said. 
   

 Defence Exercises  

 

Australia and Indonesia unite to improve maritime security 
 
A coordinated patrol between the Australian Defence Force (ADF) and Indonesian Armed 
Forces (TNI) to improve security along the shared maritime border has concluded on 27 April 
in Bali, Indonesia.  Coordinated maritime patrol AUSINDO CORPAT 2018, the eighth iteration 
of the exercise, began in Darwin on 16 April following seven days of joint exercises between 
the two nations’ defence forces. The ADF’s HMAS Broome and TNI’s naval vessels 
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KRI Layang and Kakap covered waters between Australia and Indonesia over nine days, 
targeting maritime security threats, including illegal fishing, while improving the collection 
and sharing of information between the two nations. 

Commander Maritime Border 
Command, Rear Admiral Peter Laver 
said the operation contributed to 
regional security and enhanced each 
country’s ability to fight illicit activity 
in shared maritime territory. “As 
neighbours in a dynamic region, 
Australia and Indonesia’s defence 
relationship is vital,” Rear Admiral 
Laver said. “We have a mutual and 
abiding interest in the security and 
stability of waters between our 
countries and the free movement of 
trade and investment through these 

domains. “We recognise the importance of working together to support regional security 
and to promote a peaceful, prosperous and rules-based regional order.” 
 
During the exercise HMAS Broome apprehended two Indonesian fishing vessels east of 
Ashmore Island in the Timor Sea carrying 100 kilograms of fresh reef fish and 50 kilograms of 
partially frozen reef fish. 
 

Royal Australian Navy Ships visit Vietnam 

 
Royal Australian Navy’s HMA Ships Anzac, Toowoomba and Success have completed a port 
visit to Vietnam, as part of a three month South East Asia deployment.   During the port visit 
to Ho Chi Minh City, Anzac, Toowoomba and Success conducted a logistic resupply and local 
engagement with Vietnam People’s Armed Forces and local government officials.   
 
Chief of Joint Operations, Vice Admiral 
David Johnston, said Anzac, 
Toowoomba and Success’ deployment 
provided an opportunity to continue to 
build a working relationship with 
Vietnamese counterparts and 
engagement with Australia’s ASEAN 
partners. “I am particularly pleased that 
we are able to complete this port visit 
in the 20th year of Australia-Vietnam 
defence relations,” Vice Admiral 
Johnston said. 
 
During their deployment to the region, 
HMA Ships Anzac, Toowoomba and Success will participate in a series of activities with 
nations in the region, including Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, the 
Philippines, Singapore and Vietnam.   Toowoomba and Success will participate in Exercise 
Bersama Shield in the coming weeks. 

Two illegal foreign fishing vessels apprehended east of Ashmore Island. 
 

Able Seaman Boatswains Mate Sean Lawday returns to the small 
boat after conducting maintenance on the shaft bearings of HMAS 
Anzac during her South East Asia Deployment. 
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Exercise Bersama Shield aims to enhance interoperability and strengthen the professional 
relationships of Five Power Defence Arrangement nations through the conduct of maritime, 
land and air operations in a multi-threat environment. 
 

Air Force deploys to Arkansas for Exercise Green Flag  

 
On 6 April The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) deployed 23 personnel and a C-130J 
Hercules transport aircraft from 37 Squadron to take part in Exercise Green Flag in the 
United States.   Exercise Green Flag is a major joint force training event for the United States 
Air Force (USAF) and the United States Army. It is hosted by the 34th Combat Training 
Squadron, and will involve airlift missions carried out in a dynamic and simulated war-like 
operation.  The Exercise was held from 4-17 April at Little Rock Air Force Base in Arkansas, 
United States. 
 
Detachment Commander, Squadron Leader David Torrington said the exercise would 
improve RAAF’s interoperability with the United States Air Force.  “Exercise Green Flag will 
focus on joint force integration, which will enhance our ability to safely deliver and supply 
ground units,” Squadron Leader Torrington said.   “These kinds of missions require 
preparation and exposure that’s difficult to find outside of real-world operations.  “This 
exercise is also critical to how we prepare for future Coalition airlift operations, whether 
they’re warlike or humanitarian in nature.” 
 
The USAF conducts several iterations of Exercise Green Flag each year, with each one 
involving up to 200 USAF personnel, 5000 American Army personnel, and additional 
international forces.   Squadron Leader Torrington said during the exercise, opposing forces 
would seek to take control of drop zones and landing strips required for the Hercules to 
conduct its missions.  “The scenarios that play out in Exercise Green Flag are similar to real 
world operations, including the kinds of payloads we would carry, and the threats we might 
face,” Squadron Leader Torrington said.   “We train for this mission in Australia on a much 
more limited scale, so we are grateful to come to Little Rock and gain experience that we can 
reinvest into developing our crews back home to prepare them for deployment into a range 
of environments around the globe.” 
 

Defence Industry and Defence Science 

 
Next Generation of Army’s Combat 
Reconnaissance Vehicle  
 

The Australian Government has announced that 
the next generation of Army’s combat 
reconnaissance vehicles will be built by 
Rheinmetall. The armoured vehicles will deliver 
improved firepower, protection, mobility and 
communication systems to ensure our soldiers can 
fight, win and survive while operating in an ever-
changing threat environment. 
 

A Rheinmetall Boxer CRV drives off of the Armoured 
Fighting Vehicle Field Firing Training Area at Puckapunyal 
Range, Victoria, while participating in the Land 400 Risk 
Mitigation Activity on 22 February 2018 
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Army’s next generation of fighting vehicle will be more capable than any other vehicle Army 
has operated. These vehicles will have digital warfare and information networking 
capabilities that will provide operational commanders with advanced knowledge and 
understanding of the battlefield.  This bigger and better protected armoured fighting vehicle 
will provide Australian troops with increased firepower and protection on the battlefield in 
the decades ahead. 
 
The Department of Defence completed a comprehensive tender process over three years, 
during which the vehicles were rigorously and extensively tested across Australia.   The 
process was designed to secure the best outcome for Defence. Rheinmetall’s Boxer was 
assessed as the most capable vehicle for Australia.  As part of the LAND 400 Phase 2 project 
Rheinmetall will deliver 211 Combat Reconnaissance Vehicles with the first vehicles ready 
for training in 2020. 
 
Rheinmetall’s Boxer will replace Army’s current reconnaissance vehicle, the Australian Light 
Armoured Vehicle (ASLAV) that has been in service since 1996 and seen extensive 
operational service. 
 

International  
 
Response to targeted strikes in Syria 
  

On 14 April, the United States, United Kingdom and France responded forcefully to the 
Syrian regime’s illegal use of chemical weapons on 7 April in Douma. 
 
In a media release on the same day The Hon Malcolm Turnbull MP, Prime Minister, The Hon 
Julie Bishop MP, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Senator the Hon Marise Payne, Minister for 
Defence said Australia supports these strikes, which demonstrate a calibrated, proportionate 
and targeted response. They send an unequivocal message to the Assad regime and its 
backers, Russia and Iran, that the use of chemical weapons will not be tolerated.   The use of 
chemical weapons by anyone, anywhere, under any circumstances is illegal and utterly 
reprehensible. The Assad regime must not be allowed to commit such crimes with impunity. 
 
Australia called on the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to address this chemical 
attack as soon as possible. In UNSC debate over a resolution to create an independent 
investigative mechanism to examine chemical weapons use in Syria on 10 April, Russia used 
its veto power to shield the Assad regime from the consequences of its abhorrent actions. By 
doing so, Russia showed yet again a blatant disregard for the application of international law 
and norms against the use of chemical weapons.  Russia must fulfill its responsibilities as a 
permanent member of the Security Council and not obstruct UNSC responses to the use of 
chemical weapons in Syria. 
The Australian Government has taken action in response to the Syrian regime’s use of 
chemical weapons. It has placed a total of 135 individuals and 42 entities under Australia’s 
autonomous sanctions regime in relation to Syria including the 24 August 2017 sanctions 
against 40 individuals and 14 entities linked to the Syrian regime’s chemical weapons 
program. 
 
Australia has long called for a political solution to this crisis and continues to support the UN-
led peace process in Geneva. Since 2011, we have committed and provided more than $433 
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million in humanitarian assistance to support those affected by the civil war in Syria.  Russia 
and Syria’s other main supporter, Iran, must place pressure on the regime to end its abuse of 
international law and human rights within the conflict and engage seriously in negotiations 
to bring the seven year civil war to an end. 
 
 

About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security 
Studies NSW, Inc 
 
 
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the 
Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW today is 
one of seven self-governing constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for 
Defence and Security Australia Limited. 
 
The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness 
and understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  
 
• educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security; 
• publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 
• provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issue by conducting 

regular lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security 
establishments; 

• provides a professional development programs 
• operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from 

the late 18th century to the current day; and 
• conducts social and networking functions for members. 
 
The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson Library are on Level 20, Defence Plaza, 270 
Pitt Street, Sydney – close to Town Hall and Museum railway stations.  Members and visitors 
are encouraged to use the facilities for reading or research.  However, prior to visiting, 
please contact the Office Manager to arrange access to the Office.  For additional 
information, visit our website at www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 9393 2325. 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW e-Newsletter 

Content supplied by Past President, Group Captain Doug J Roser (Ret'd). 
Presentation and layout provided by Institute Board Member Ms Theodora Fox. 

Newsletter distribution by Treasurer and Office Manager Graham Brown. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

RUSIDSS NSW & Copyright 
 

Unless otherwise attributed, all images in this newsletter are sourced from 
Department of Defence under their copyright rules 

http://images.defence.gov.au/fotoweb/ 
 

This work is copyright. You may download, display, print and reproduce this material in unaltered form only 
(retaining this notice and imagery metadata) for your personal, non-commercial use. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 


