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Introduction  
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal 
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, Inc the aim 
of which is to provide members, stakeholders, and other interested parties 
up to date news of our latest activities and events as well as selective 
information on defence issues.   
 
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are 
not required to be a member of the Institute.  Invite your colleagues to 
receive this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the Institute’s 
website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter  where they can register 
their email contact details. 
 

Latest News  
 

2018 Shangri-La Dialogue 

 
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, visited Singapore on 1 and 2 June to attend 

the Shangri-La Dialogue alongside key counterparts and 
defence officials from over 40 nations.   “The Shangri-La 
Dialogue is the largest and most important annual gathering 
of defence ministers, defence force chiefs and senior 
security officials from across the Indo-Pacific region,” 
Minister Payne said.    “It is a key opportunity to work with 
my counterparts to further regional cooperation and to 
discuss key challenges to security in the Indo-Pacific, 
including the ongoing threat of terrorism.”  
 
“It is important that Australia continues to work closely with 
our partners to ensure that the Indo-Pacific continues to 
evolve peacefully, avoiding erosion of fundamental 
principles that underpin the rules-based order.”    While in 
Singapore the Minister held a number of bilateral meetings 
with her counterparts.   Also attending the 2018 Dialogue 

with the Minister for Defence were the Chief of the Defence 
Force Designate, Lieutenant General Angus Campbell and the 
Secretary of Defence, Mr Greg Moriarty.  
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Joint Media Release - Minister for Defence, Minister for Foreign Affairs, and 
Minister for International Development and the Pacific - Joint Task Group Indo-
Pacific Endeavour 18 provides humanitarian assistance to Vanuatu 
 
On the 8th June it was announced that that Joint Task Group Indo-Pacific Endeavour 18 will 
provide further assistance to support the Government of Vanuatu in response to the ongoing 
impact of volcanic activity on Ambae Island. The Government of Vanuatu declared a state of 
emergency on 12 April. Local residents are currently evacuating from Ambae Island to 
neighbouring islands.   Australia will deliver emergency supplies to support those evacuated. The 
Australian Defence Force vessel HMAS Success will deliver tents, solar street lighting, solar 
lanterns for personal use, bed nets, and water tanks. These supplies will help to meet the 
immediate needs of those displaced by the volcano and their host communities.   Australia will 
also provide two logistics specialists to assist the Government of Vanuatu with the storage and 
management of these supplies.  
 
HMAS Success is currently participating in Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2018. This major annual 
maritime activity promotes security and stability in Australia’s region. The Indo- Pacific 
Endeavour 2018 Joint Task Group comprises HMAS ships Adelaide, Melbourne, Toowoomba and 
Success and includes visits to Vanuatu, Fiji, Tonga, Samoa and Solomon Islands. The emergency 
supplies are being funded from the previously announced humanitarian assistance for the 
volcano response. Australia stands ready to provide further support to the Government of 
Vanuatu if requested. 

Indo-Pacific Endeavour 18 continues to build regional security and stability 
 
On 1st June the Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, announced the 
commencement of the 2018 iteration of Indo-Pacific Endeavour (IPE 18), a major annual 
maritime activity that delivers on the promise of the 2016 Defence White Paper to deepen 
Australia’s engagement and partnerships with regional security forces. Over the next three 
months HMA ships Adelaide, Melbourne, Toowoomba, and Success will form a task group that 
enhances relationships, builds partner capacity and improves military interoperability 
throughout the Southwest Pacific.  Minister Payne 
said Indo-Pacific Endeavour is one of the ADF’s 
most important annual activities and represents a 
major contribution to regional security and 
stability. 
  
“Our ability to respond rapidly to regional 
humanitarian and security challenges is based on 
strong and enduring relationships with regional 
militaries, governments and local communities,” 
Minister Payne said. “These relationships are 

forged through disaster planning, exercises and 
other military activities that enhance our ability to 
operate seamlessly with our partners in the 
Southwest Pacific.  “Indo-Pacific Endeavour provides the ADF with all of those opportunities.” 
 
ADF personnel will carry out a series of engagement activities and military training exercises 
during port visits in Vanuatu, Fiji, Tonga, Samoa, the Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea. 

HMAS Toowoomba is led to Lapetasi Wharf, Port Vila, 
Vanuatu, by a local pilot boat during Indo-Pacific Endeavour 
2018. 
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Minister Payne said the centrepiece of the IPE 18 Joint Task Group will be the Canberra-class 
Landing Helicopter Dock Ship, HMAS Adelaide. “HMAS Adelaide provides the ADF with one of the 
most capable and sophisticated air-land-sea amphibious deployment systems in the world. It is 
perfectly suited to undertake a range of operations in the Indo-Pacific region,” Minister Payne 
said. 
  
The IPE 18 Task Group departed Townsville on 2 June with nearly 1000 personnel embarked. The 
first port call for Adelaide and Melbourne will be Fiji, while Toowoomba and Success will visit 
Vanuatu. 
 

Minister reaffirms strength of Australia-Indonesia Defence relationship 
 
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, met with the Indonesian Minister of 

Defence General (Rtd) Ryamizard Ryacudu 
and Panglima TNI, Air Chief Marshal Hadi 
Tjahjanto in Jakarta on 6 June Wednesday. 
Minister Payne said the discussions 
reaffirmed Indonesia and Australia’s strong 
defence relationship and shared commitment 
to working together on common security 
interests, such as maritime security and 
counter terrorism in the region. “These 
meetings offer an opportunity to discuss the 
many defence engagements Australia and 
Indonesia have taken part in this year and to 
consider how to expand and deepen the 
relationship, given our shared security 
challenges,” Minister Payne said.  “As the 

terrible events in Sumatra and Surabaya remind us, our continued cooperation on countering 
terrorism in the region is increasingly important.  “Australia and Indonesia will continue to work 
together by increasing bilateral and regional information sharing, including the sharing of lessons 
learned by our defence forces on recent operations,” Minister Payne said.    
Minister Payne addressed students at Lemhannas, Indonesia’s leading whole of Government 
education institution. “The Australian Defence College and Lemhannas share a close relationship, 
which contributes to the professional development of both our defence forces,” Minister Payne 
said. “I was very pleased to have the opportunity to address students at Lemhannas, who are 
Indonesia’s future government, security and defence leaders.” 

 

Visit to Marine Rotational Force- Darwin  

 
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, Commanding General of US Marine Corps - 
Forces Pacific, Lieutenant General David Berger, and Chief of Army Designate, Major General Rick 
Burr, visited members of the Australian Defence Force (ADF) and Marine Rotational Force   
Darwin at Robertson Barracks on 5 June.  Minister Payne received briefings on this year’s United 
States Force Posture Initiatives, observed M777 howitzer artillery training and a virtual training 
simulation, and met informally with soldiers and marines. 

Commander of the Indonesian Armed Forces, Panglima TNI, Air Chief 
Marshal Hadi Tjahjanto is given an Akubra hat from the Australian 
Minister for Defence, Senator the Honourable Marise Payne 
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Minister Payne said that the Marine Rotational Force   Darwin represents an important 
component of Australia’s broader alliance cooperation with the United States. “Lieutenant 
General Berger and I discussed the 
continued importance of regional 
engagement between the ADF, Marine 
Rotational Force   Darwin, and regional 
partners such as the Philippines, Japan 
and Timor-Leste,” Minister Payne said. 
“As Secretary Mattis and I emphasised 
at the Shangri La Dialogue last week, the 
peace and security generated by the 
United States’ presence in this region 
for the past 70 years has paid dividends. 
 
“The MRF-D is an essential ingredient in 
preserving stability and security in the 
region. Last month in New Caledonia, I viewed firsthand the ADF and MRF-D rehearsing 
humanitarian and disaster response alongside Tongan, New Zealand and French forces in 
Exercise CROIX DU SUD.  “This rotational deployment of US Marines is the largest and most 
complex rotation to date and our continued progress shows the strength of the alliance and our 
shared commitment to regional peace and security. 
 
“Lieutenant General Berger, Major General Burr and I were able to see first-hand the new 
capabilities the MRF-D has brought to Darwin through a combined training exercise using 
Australian and US M777 howitzers.   “We also had the opportunity to view the advanced 
technologies that are being utilised by the ADF and MRF-D with the Digital Terminal Control Suite 
flat screen training simulation.” 
 
Lieutenant General Berger thanked Minister Payne and the ADF for hosting MRF-D.   “The 2018 
rotation provides the US Marine Corps, the ADF and other partners and allies with an exceptional 
opportunity to develop relationships and build shared military capabilities,” Lieutenant General 
Berger said.    “This will strengthen regional security cooperation and response to potential crises 
throughout the Indo-Pacific.   “The US Marine Corps is committed to promoting common security 
interests throughout the region, and continuing our tradition of more than 100 years of global 
partnership – 'Mateship' – between Australia and the United States of America."  
 
During the six-month training period, the Marines are expected to participate in 15 training 
activities alongside the ADF.    While in Australia the US Marines also dedicate many hours 
volunteering in local communities, including committing personnel and resources to the clean-up 
of Tropical Cyclone Marcus earlier this year. 
 

Institute News  
New Members   A special welcome is extended to the following new members:   
Mr Ryan Tracy   and   Major Scott Hahn 
 
Deceased Members  
It is with a deep sense of sadness that the passing of the following members is recorded:    
Lieutenant   John, Saunders    Major Alan Smith ED   and   Captain Peter Duncan 

 

Minister for Defence, The Hon Marise Payne MP, looks over a M777 
howitzer in company with an artillery marine from Marine Rotation Force - 
Darwin, during a visit to Robertson Barracks, Darwin. 
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Upcoming Institute Lunchtime Lectures and Social Events   
 
Lectures are open to any interested person and will be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, 
Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney – start time: 1pm.   Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-
members $15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is available before the lecture 
at no cost.   A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered 
through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before the lecture. 
 
Tuesday 26 June   Speaker: Lieutenant Colonel Peter Sweeney RFD – Co-owner Battle Honours 
Australia Pty Ltd; Battlefield Guide; Military Historian & Speaker. 
Subject: Battle of Hamel 1918– the blueprint for future Allied offensives on the Western Front    
 
LT COL Peter Sweeney RFD (Ret'd) is a long time member of the 
Institute and a now member of the Board. He is a member of the UK 
International Guild of Battlefield Guides and in May was battlefield 
guiding in Gallipoli. He is currently completing a Masters of Military 
History degree through the Australian Defence Force Academy 
campus of the University of New South Wales. 
  
Peter is in partnership with fellow institute member Ron Lyons in the battlefield touring company 
Battle Honours Australia Pty Ltd - www.battle-honours.com.au.  

Peter is a noted presenter on Australian military history, having made over two hundred 
presentations to community groups, such as Probus, since mid 2014.  Peter has sailed on a 
number of cruises to the SWPA as an enrichment speaker.  The cruises visited Darwin, Milne Bay, 
Rabaul and Singapore, where Peter made presentations regarding the battles and attacks at 
those locations, as well as the Battle of the Coral Sea as the ships sailed across.  He also escorted 
groups ashore.  

His presentation at the June seminar will be 'The Battle of Hamel', which was was an ‘All Arms’ 
battle where all the military resources available – infantry, artillery, tanks and aircraft – were 
utilised in a co-ordinated attack.  It was a small scale, brilliantly successful advance made by the 
Australian Corps under the command of Lt-Gen John Monash. 

 
 
Tuesday 31 July  Speaker: Major General Kathryn Toohey, AM, CSC, Head Land Capability 
Subject:  TBA 
 
Brigadier Kathryn Toohey began her Army career in 1987 when 
she was chosen to be in one of the first intakes of the Australian 
Defence Force Academy. She joined the Signals Corps and served 
in several communications and electronic warfare units. An early 
career highlight was serving as a Troop Commander on an 
operational deployment with the United Nations Transitional 
Authority in Cambodia. She has also served as an instructor at the 
Royal Military College, as aide-de-camp to the Governor-General 
and as Director of Defence’s Capability and Technology 
Management College.  

Image source:   
https://twitter.com/hlc_ausarmy?lang=en 
 

http://www.battle-honours.com.au/
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Kathryn has enjoyed the diverse challenges in each of her postings, but says she feels especially 
privileged to be a Director General in the Capability Development Group. In charge of the 
Integrated Capability Development Branch, she leads an experienced team of people who are 
analysing and proposing to government the best options for Australia’s future defence capability. 
In particular, Kathryn’s team develops options for systems that will be used across all Services 
and Groups in Defence, such as those providing communications, simulation and operational 
information.  

In addition to championing specific systems, Kathryn also oversees a specialised directorate 
responsible for guiding and evaluating integration between other projects and systems already in 
service.  

‘Defence employs very complex and sophisticated systems in diverse circumstances, and often in 
conjunction with our allies. The best way we can ensure all these capabilities work together is to 
consider integration as early as possible in the process, at the point of project initiation and 
design’, Kathryn said.  

Kathryn admits to being highly committed to her work, so she is very grateful for the balance 
provided by her family—she has a husband and three school-age children. She is also a keen 
runner, basketball player and traveller.       https://twitter.com/hlc_ausarmy?lang=en 

 

Friday 17 August   Institute 130th Anniversary Luncheon – Invite your partner and 
friends for a very special occasion.   Commemorating 130 years of fellowship and 
fostering debate in strategic and defence matters in NSW.  
Long term Board member and Counsellor, Peter Court, will deliver an address on 
the history of RUSI NSW since its 100th anniversary. 
Boutique Hotel, 169 Castlereagh Street Sydney.    $80 per person - including two courses and 
wine. 
 

 
 
 

Tuesday 28 August    Speaker: Mr Sam Roggeveen, Lowy Institute - 

Subject: North Korea and the Twilight of US Leadership in Asia   

 
 

 

 
 
Tuesday 25 September    Symposium: Autonomous Lethal Weapon 
Systems   Venue: Sydney Mechanics School of Arts 
 
 

Image source:   Lowy Institute 

Image source:   
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:SWORDS_robot.jpg 

https://twitter.com/hlc_ausarmy?lang=en
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RSL Indigenous Services 
Remembrance Day - 25 
May 2018.  
Vice President John 
Hutcheson attended the 
service. Hyde Park 
played host to the 
Indigenous Veterans 
Commemoration 
Service recognising the 
role that our Indigenous 
Service man and 
women have 
contributed to the 
defence of our Nation. 
Images: John 
Hutcheson 
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Lunchtime Lecture held Tuesday 29 May 
2018     Speaker: Dr Julian Droogan  
Subject: “Countering Violent Extremism in 
Australia”  
Images: John Hutcheson 

 

Recent 
Past 

Events of 
the 

Institute 
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Move to ANZAC Memorial  
 
For the first time in our 130 year history the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and 
Security Studies, NSW will have a permanent home in a prestigious building in the heart of 
Sydney, where members and the public will be able to access the Library.  The Institute and the 
Ursula Davidson Library will commence moving to the new wing in the ANZAC Memorial in late 
July. The Institute board continues to work with the ANZAC Memorial to enhance our reach to 
the wider community.  

 
 

 

The image is taken from a building on Liverpool Street, showing the progress of the build. The 
bottom half of the picture shows the pool and cascading fountains on either side of the southern 
entrance, which will lead to the Institute doors.     
 
 

Upcoming Events by other Organisations  
 
The NSW Masonic Club’s Annual Services Dinner “The Battle for Australia Dinner” will be held 
on Friday, 31 August 2018 at 1900 to 1930 hours at 169-171 Castlereagh Street, Sydney. Contact 
Rita Surio, 02 9284 1006 for booking and more details. 
 
The Battle for Australia Association of New South Wales advises all interested persons that the 
2018 Battle for Australia Day NSW Ceremony to commemorate the struggle to defend Australia 
against Japanese forces during World War 2 will be held at the Cenotaph in Martin Place on 
Wednesday 5 September 2018 commencing at 11.00am.   Those attending should be seated by 
10.45 am.   The Service will include an address by a senior Royal Australian Air Force Officer. 
Queries should be directed to the Battle for Australia Association of New South Wales President 
Group Captain Doug Roser RAAF (Retd) at (02) 43841196 or dougroser@bigpond.com     
 
Battlefield Tours – Sandakan, North Borneo 
Anzac Day, Sandakan, 23 April - 2 May 2019: Institute historian and author, Lynette Silver, who 
has spent 30 years researching and writing about wartime events in Borneo, will escort a tour 
group to Sandakan for Anzac Day. The 10-day itinerary will follow the Sandakan prisoners-of-war 

Memorial new wing construction, looking north from Liverpool Street.    Image source: Michael Trenear 

 

mailto:dougroser@bigpond.com
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death march route by vehicle and include the Dawn service at Sandakan and additional cultural 
activities and sightseeing. Price: $2995 per person, twin share, for the Borneo sector, including 
most meals and all entry fees.   
For details: https://lynettesilver.com/tours/sandakan-anzac-day/ 

 Sandakan-Ranau Death March Treks, 2019: The 12-day trekking itinerary follows the Anzac Day 
itinerary, but includes six days of walking along a 95km section of the track identified and opened 
up by Lynette in 2005. Accommodation is good standard (no camping). Price: $3,200 per person, 
twin share, for treks accompanied by Lynette (16 - 27 August). 

For details: https://sandakandeathmarch.com/tours/challenge-highlights-challenge-tour/ 
 Lynette Silver can be contacted at lynettesilver@gmail.com 
All bookings: Roz Martindale, Wahroonga Travel: roz.wahroonga@optusnet.com.au; 02 9489 
1978; 0402 081 104. 
 

 
General Defence News 
 
Australian Army showcases firepower capability 

On 16 May the Australian Army displayed its extensive firepower capability during Exercise 
Chong Ju held at the Combined Armed Training in Puckapunyal, Victoria.   The Army’s 
Commander of Forces, Command Major 
General Gus McLachlan, said the exercise 
demonstrates the joint power of Army’s 
latest technology and capability.  “Exercise 
Chong Ju featured some of Army’s newest 
weapons, vehicles and combat systems for 
the first time. This included a static display 
of the Land 400 CRV Boxer, the Tiger 
Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter, 

Protected Mobility Light- Hawkei Vehicle 
and unmanned aerial systems,” Major 
General McLachlan said. 
  
“Exercise Chong Ju is the Army’s largest firepower demonstration and provides our soldiers with 
an opportunity to train in and experience a live fire setting, ensuring our soldiers are always 
prepared for combat operations.   “Army is evolving to ensure we are adapting with technology 
and drawing from the intellectual talent of our people to continually build and harness a 
powerful land force, always ready to defend Australia and its national interests.” 
  
Exercise Chong Ju also included displays of the M1A1 Abrams tank, ASLAV Australian Light 
Armoured Vehicle, M113 armoured personnel carriers, 81mm mortars and M777 155mm 
howitzer artillery piece, the Soldier Combat Ensemble, and Battle Management Systems. 
 

 
 
 

An Australian Army M1A1 Abrams tank fires at targets during 
Exercise Chong Ju at Puckapunyal training area, Victoria, on 16 
May 2018. 
 

https://sandakandeathmarch.com/tours/challenge-highlights-challenge-tour/
mailto:lynettesilver@gmail.com
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Building partner capacity mission transfer to safe hands 
 
Task Group Taji-6 has completed a six-month deployment to the Taji Military Complex, training 
more than 5,675 members of the Iraqi 
Security Forces.   Commander of Task Group 
Taji-6 Colonel Robert Calhoun said their 
Rotation had contributed significantly to the 
ongoing Build Partner Capacity mission.  “It 
has been a privilege to serve as part of such 
a unique Task Group. To be part of an 
integrated Task Group, serving in the same 
part of the world, and wearing the same 
patch, as our ANZACs did in 1915 is very 
special,” Colonel Calhoun said.       
 
“What is most important, however, is what 
has brought us together as a Coalition team, 
and that is to support our partners, the Iraqi 
Security Forces.  “Their courage and sacrifice 
to save their nation from extremism is humbling. It has been an honour for the Taji-6 team, to 
work with the Iraqis.” 
 
Task Group Taji-7 will continue the legacy of the Australian and New Zealand Build Partner 
Capacity mission which has trained more than 34,000 members of Iraqi Security Forces over the 
past three years.   “I know Rotation 7 will embrace this mission with the same spirit and 
determination as our predecessors. On behalf of all personnel of Rotation 6, we wish them every 
success,” Colonel Calhoun said. 
 
During the handover of Command, Commander of Task Group Taji-7, Colonel Mick Say said he 
was looking forward to building on what Taji-6 and previous rotations have achieved.   “Task 
Group-7 collectively is very keen to get started and get into the mission,” Colonel Say said.   “Our 
preparation for this deployment has been extensive and we are all ready to start.”   “We will 
continue to develop the capabilities of the Iraqi Army, in particular the Brigades, and build on the 
relationships with other Coalition partners that are here supporting us and delivering training as 
well.” 
 
Around 300 Australian and 100 New Zealand military personnel are deployed to Iraq on 
Operation Okra as part of Task Group Taji-7. They are deployed to train members of the Iraqi 
Security Forces as they continue to stabilise areas now cleared of Daesh. 

Army rolls out Unmanned Aerial Systems   

Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) will soon be rolled out to Australian Army soldiers in Brisbane 
following the completion of the Black Hornet Nano UAS Program.   Commander 6th Brigade and 
the Army’s only UAS unit, the 20th Surveillance Target Acquisition Regiment, Brigadier Susan 
Coyle, said in May that the Black Hornet Nano UAS rollout was a significant achievement for 
Army.   “UAS are a game-changer for the Army, providing enhanced situational awareness for 
better mission execution for Australian soldiers,” Brigadier Coyle said.   “The issue of the Black 
Hornet Nano UAS to our soldiers is an exciting example of adopting tactical robotic technology.” 

Commander Task Group Taji-6, Colonel Robert Calhoun, addresses 
the parade during a transfer of authority ceremony from Task Group 
Taji-6 to the seventh rotation at Taji Military Complex, Iraq. 
 



12 

 

Page | 12 Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, Inc 
ABN 80 724 654 162     www.rusinsw.org.au      office@rusinsw.org.au     Telephone: (02) 9393 2325      

 

 
For well over a decade, the Australian Army has been the largest and most experienced operator 
of UAS in the country.   “The Australian Army is now the biggest user of Nano UAS in the world. It 

is also the first in the world to proliferate this technology to the 
conventional forces down to combat platoon level,” Brigadier 
Coyle said.   “Experience of UAS operations overseas and in 
Australia have provided Army with unique expertise that is in high 
demand.   “UAS represent a defining opportunity for the Australian 
Army and the Australian Defence Force.”  
 
The Black Hornet Nano UAS rollout and sustainment is an $18 
million project and is a key capability milestone for the Army as it 
continues to be a technologically advanced force.   The Army 
operate several UAS, ranging from the Nano-sized reconnaissance 
Black Hornet to large, nine-hour endurance surveillance systems 
such as the Shadow 200. 
 

 
Australia and Thailand celebrate 20 years of peacekeeping cooperation 
 

On 21 May Defence chiefs from Australia and Thailand joined forces to officially open the 10th 
PIRAP JABIRU peacekeeping exercise in Bangsaen, 
Thailand.  Vice Chief of the Defence Force, Vice 
Admiral Ray Griggs, travelled to Thailand to mark the 
occasion alongside his co-chair, Royal Thai Armed 
Forces Chief of Defence Force General Tarnchaiyan 
Srisuwan.   The exercise, co-hosted by Australia and 
Thailand, involved more than 100 participants from 24 
countries in the Indo–Pacific region and ran from 
21 May–1 June 2018. 
 
During the exercise, members from militaries, police 
forces, government and non- governmental 
organisations worked together to consider the current 
issues facing peacekeepers, and identify strategies to 
meet the complex challenges of participating in future peace operations.   Nine Australian 
Defence Force (ADF) personnel and two civilians participated in the exercise alongside twelve 
Australian and Thai instructors working together to deliver the course curriculum. 
 
Vice Admiral Griggs said PIRAP JABIRU was bringing together representatives from across our 
region and beyond.    “It is an excellent opportunity for participants to develop networks and 
establish relationships with many of our regional neighbours, improve professional knowledge, 
and gain a greater cultural understanding of the military and police forces in our region,” Vice 
Admiral Griggs said.    Participants will be tested by realistic scenario-based problems that reflect 
contemporary UN peace operations. This includes how to protect vulnerable populations such as 
women and children, understanding peacekeepers’ rights and obligations under international 
and domestic law, and how to sustain logistics support in often austere environments.  

Australian Army soldier Trooper Sam Menzies with a PD-100 Black Hornet Nano unmanned aircraft vehicle during training exercise at 
Shoalwater Bay Training Area, Queensland. 
 

Chief of the Defence Forces Thailand General 
Tarnchaiyan Srisuwan and Vice Chief of the Defence 
Force Vice Admiral Ray Griggs, AO, CSC, RAN, address 
participants during the Opening Ceremony for the 20th 
Anniversary of Exercise Pirap Jabiru  
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The PIRAP JABIRU exercise series, which commenced in 1998 and is held biennially, and reflects 
Australia’s close bilateral ties with Thailand, including a strong history of peacekeeping 
cooperation.   Thailand is a very important regional security partner for Australia,” Vice Admiral 
Griggs said.   “We share similar approaches to regional security and a long history of cooperation, 
including in operations in Timor-Leste, the Gulf of Aden and operations in Sudan and South 
Sudan.”    
 
This year marks the 71st anniversary of Australia’s first contribution to UN peacekeeping 
missions, including in the Republic of Korea, Lebanon, Cyprus, Cambodia, Rwanda, Timor-Leste, 
Sudan and South Sudan.   

 Defence Exercises  

Australian Defence Force trained with partners at Exercise Bersama Shield  

In May the Australian Defence Force (ADF) took to the sea and skies of Malaysia and Singapore 
to enhance interoperability and strengthen the 
professional relationships of the Five Power 
Defence Arrangements (FPDA) nations.   
Australia, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore 
and the United Kingdom participated in the bi-
annual Exercise Bersama Shield 18, focusing on 
the conduct of a combined joint maritime, land 
and air operations in a multi-threat 
environment. 
 
Chief of Joint Operations, Vice Admiral David 
Johnston, said the ADF’s ongoing support to 
Exercise Bersama Shield 18 is another example 
of Australia’s commitment to regional security 
and stability.  “This exercise allowed us to build on our already strong relationship with the FPDA 
nations,” Vice Admiral Johnston said.  “The FPDA has fostered successful, practical cooperation 
amongst its members for close to 50 years. Exercise Bersama Shield demonstrated the continued 
commitment by all members to pursuing closer interoperability.”    
 
The exercise involved approximately 440 ADF personnel, Royal Australian Air Force AP-3C Orion 
maritime patrol and King Air aircraft, and Royal Australian Navy Ships HMAS Toowoomba and 
HMAS Success.  Exercise Bersama Shield 18 was conducted from 27 April to 15 May 2018. The 
next exercise in the series, Exercise Bersama Lima, will occur in October 2018. 

Exercise Croix Du Sud launches into action 

Around 300 members of the Australian Defence Force joined a French-led multinational force to 
participate in valuable disaster response training designed to increase Australia’s interoperability 
with other regional nations.  Running in May, Exercise Croix Du Sud (Southern Cross) 18 is the 
largest humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR) training exercise in the South Pacific. 
Led by the French Armed Forces of New Caledonia (FANC), Croix Du Sud is held every two years 
as part of France’s engagement in the region.  Designed to ensure all participants are prepared 

HMAS Toowoomba and Royal Malaysian Navy ship KD Lekir (26) 
dispatch their boarding parties in Toowoomba's rigid hull 
inflatable boats during Exercise Bersama Shield 2018. 
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for major HADR operations, the scenario will call for military assistance including a non-
combatant evacuation operation followed by 
stability and security operations. 
  
The Commander of the Australian Contingent, 
Wing Commander Todd Yurkowski, said the 
exercise tackles the more difficult areas of 
disaster response.   “Croix Du Sud allows us to 
deal with the responses that may be required 
when the security situation is complex 
following a disaster,” he said.    “Australia is 
very experienced with supplying aid and 
disaster recovery forces to the region; this 
exercise will allow us to train as a 
multinational force dealing with non-
combatant evacuation and security 
operations.   “By training for the difficult 

aspects we become better prepared for a coordinated response under a broader range of 
possibilities.” 
  
Australia contributed naval vessels, transport aircraft, and Army engineers. Ex CDS18 included 
troop contributions from France (New Caledonia), Australia, Fiji, New Zealand, Papua New 
Guinea, Tonga, Chile, United States and Vanuatu.    

 
 
 

Defence Industry and Defence Science 

 

AECOM Construction Inc. secures first US contract in the top end 

On 25 May the United States Naval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific announced AECOM 
Construction Inc. has been awarded the contract to construct a parking apron at RAAF Base 
Darwin.    The First Assistant Secretary Infrastructure in the Department of Defence, Mr Chris 
Birrer, said the contract announcement, worth up to US $24 million, is the first of many that will 
be delivered under the Force Posture Initiatives in Australia. 
 
“In addition to construction contracts, there will be opportunities in sub-contracting, 
maintenance and supply arrangements that will benefit local suppliers over the next decade,” Mr 
Birrer said.  To support the growing Initiatives, Australia and the United States will be investing 
around $2 billion (AUD) into existing Defence infrastructure and facilities in the Northern 
Territory. This is part of an overall Defence investment package estimated to be around $8 billion 
(AUD) over the next 10 years. 
 
Construction projects to support the growing US Force Posture Initiatives will be undertaken over 
the next 10 years, providing opportunities for many sectors including construction, professional 
services, maintenance and logistics.   Infrastructure and facilities development under the Force 
Posture Initiatives will be concentrated at Robertson Barracks, RAAF Base Darwin and RAAF Base 
Tindal as well as training areas and ranges in the Northern Territory.   Throughout 2018, Defence 

A soldier from the French Armed Forces of New Caledonia and a 
military working dog jump out of a Royal Australian Air Force C-27J 
Spartan aircraft from No. 35 Squadron over New Caledonia during 
Exercise Croix du Sud 2018. 
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will work with the United States, state and local Governments and industry networks to unlock 
further opportunities to share and learn lessons and support Australian Industry to mature and 
grow business capability. 
 
Work on the apron is expected to be completed by October 2019. 

M1 Satellite on track for September launch 
 

On 7 June the Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, toured the University 
of New South Wales (UNSW) Canberra Space Centre and viewed their state-of-the-art CubeSat 
which is going through the final testing phase before its planned launch in September this year.   
“This Canberra developed spacecraft will provide new ways to enhance Australia’s future 
Defence space capability by gathering remote sensing information with radios and cameras,” 
Minister Pyne said.   “These versatile small satellites have re-programmable software defined 
radios on board, and can change their purpose mid-mission greatly improving their functional 
capabilities for multiple uses by Defence. 
 
The M1 CubeSat is one of three under development by engineers and researchers at University 
of New South Wales (UNSW) Canberra Space, under a $10 million contract signed with RAAF in 
November 2017. The second and third are set for launch in 2019 in a formation known as M2. 
“Small, low-cost satellites like M1 provide a unique opportunity to support Australian Defence 
Force capabilities and to rejuvenate Australian space industry,” Minister Pyne said.   
 
“The Government is investing significantly in space-related projects for Defence over the next 
two decades. Over $300 million is already committed in this year’s budget to establish the 
Australian Space Agency which will drive Australia’s involvement in space, and to develop 
national space-related infrastructure.   “These space missions will also deliver research and 
educational outcomes for Defence and civilian students studying engineering at UNSW Canberra, 
forming an important part of building our space capability for the future.” 

 

First new Guardian Class Patrol Boat launched 
 

The first vessel from the Turnbull Government’s $90 billion continuous shipbuilding program has 
been launched.   Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, said Austal 
launched the first of 21 new Pacific Patrol Boats – named the Guardian Class – at Henderson in 

Western Australia in May. 
 
 “The launch is a further demonstration the Turnbull Government is 
delivering on its ambitious naval shipbuilding agenda,” Minister Pyne 
said.  “The project, which is worth around $335 million, is on time 
and on budget.”  “This particular boat will be gifted to Papua New 
Guinea in late October 2018, and is the first of 21 boats to be gifted 
to 12 Pacific Island countries and East Timor as part of the Pacific 
Maritime Security Program.”   The boats will be used to conduct 
maritime surveillance and enforcement operations, such as 
combating illegal fishing.  
Construction of the second and third boats is underway, with new 
boats scheduled to be delivered at approximately three-month 

The Hon Christopher Pyne MP 
Minister for Defence Industry  

 

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/christopher-pyne
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intervals from late 2018 until 2023.  The 39.5 metre steel-hulled patrol boats are being built at 
Austal’s dedicated production facility in the suburb of Naval Base, near Henderson. 
 

Launch of third Air Warfare Destroyer 
 

The launch and formal naming of the third and final Air Warfare Destroyer, Sydney, on the 19 
May showcases the success of the AWD Program.  The milestone marks a 60 per cent 
productivity improvement from the first ship to the third ship since the implementation of the 
Government-led reform initiative. 
 
Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, said today’s achievement shows 
the strength of the shipbuilding and systems integration skills which have been developed by the 
AWD Program.   “Today we celebrate the highly skilled workers from ASC, Raytheon Australia, 
Navantia Australia and Defence,” Minister Pyne said.   “It’s difficult to imagine just ten years ago, 
this shipyard at Osborne was a brownfield site with no infrastructure.” 
 
“Since then more than 5,000 people have worked directly on the AWD Program to build and 
integrate three of the most capable and potent warships the Navy has ever possessed.”  “This is 
underpinned by the 1,500 suppliers who have supported the AWD Alliance in its efforts to 
exceed Australian Industry Capability targets for the overall Program.”  The lessons, skills and 
experience developed throughout the AWD Program will deliver low risk solutions and real cost 
savings for Australia’s future complex naval programs. 
 
“The AWD Alliance is on track to deliver the second ship Brisbane to the Commonwealth in 
coming months, followed by the delivery of Sydney next year.” 
 
 

International  
 
Panel: Chinese Navy, Maritime Militia Has Given Beijing De Facto Control of the 
South China Sea 

The USNI News Weekly Update for 06/06/2018 included the following report by John Grady: 

Through its navy, coast guard, a loose collection of armed fishing vessels, and a network of 
military bases built on artificial islands, Beijing has gained de facto control of the South China 
Sea, a panel of Indo-Pacific security experts said Friday.  And the implications of that control — 
militarily, economically, diplomatically — are far-reaching for the United States and its partners 
and allies in the region. 
 
“Every vessel [sent on a freedom of navigation transit] is shadowed” by a Chinese vessel, 
showing Beijing’s ability to respond quickly events in areas it considers its own, retired Marine Lt. 
Gen. Wallace “Chip” Gregson said during an American Enterprise Institute forum. 
 
Gregson added that U.S. freedom of navigation operations do little to protect American maritime 
rights, or the right of allies like the Philippines, Vietnam and Brunei. 
 



17 

 

Page | 17 Official Newsletter of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW, Inc 
ABN 80 724 654 162     www.rusinsw.org.au      office@rusinsw.org.au     Telephone: (02) 9393 2325      

 

The challenge over control in waters claimed by many other nations in addition to China has to 
be managed. Otherwise, U.S. allies will be reluctantly pushed to work with China because there is 
no steady American presence across the board in this key part of the globe. 
 
To see how much has changed recently, all the panellists said look to what leaders are saying 
now about China’s aspirations. 
 
The full report can be accessed here. 
 

Australia and the shifting regional order 
 
The Strategist is the commentary and analysis site of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, an 
independent, non-partisan think tank based in Canberra. The Strategist aims to provide fresh 
ideas on Australia’s critical defence and strategic policy choices as well as encourage and 
facilitate discussion and debate among the strategy community and Australian public. 
The views expressed on The Strategist are those of the individual authors and don’t represent 
the views of ASPI or the institutions to which the authors are attached. 
 
 In the introduction to his post in The Strategist on 4 June 2018, Rod Lyon, states: 
 
“The issue of how Australia should position itself between the current primary power in the 
Asia–Pacific (the US) and the rising contender (China) has returned suddenly and forcefully to 
Australian policy debates. If anything, the issue has become more hydra-headed—because 
influence operations are now a regular part of the discussion, alongside the shifting regional 
strategic order, and Chinese investments in Australian critical infrastructure. 
 
On this blog, both Michael Shoebridge and Hugh White have recently posted their respective 
views on the topic. 
 
Michael sees in China’s actions in the South China Sea - and in the pace of its military 
modernisation—developments that undercut Australia’s traditional policy line of ‘not having to 
choose’ between our major ally and our major trade partner. He argues for a reformulation of 
Australian policy on China—one that reaffirms mutually beneficial economic links, but that won’t 
‘assist [China’s] growing military capabilities’ now that those capabilities are beginning to be 
used in ways that aren’t in Australia’s or the region’s interests. 
 
Hugh’s approach is refreshingly direct: he believes that the core of the issue is that ‘China wants 
to replace the United States as the primary power in Asia, and we don’t want that to happen’. 
Both Australians and Americans, Hugh believes, have been in denial about that challenge for over 
a decade, with Washington awakening to a sense of its new rivalry with Beijing only recently—
and unfortunately under an administration driven by the isolationist nationalism of ‘America 
First’. 
 
Elsewhere, Hugh has outlined the core of the problem for Australia as follows: 
 

As China’s power in Asia grows, its capacity to impose costs on us will grow, and that will 
give it greater and greater influence over our choices. That’s the reality of power. So our 
task, as we learn to live with China’s power, is to learn how to make those choices well, so 

https://news.usni.org/2018/06/01/panel-chinese-navy-maritime-militia-given-beijing-de-facto-control-south-china-sea?utm_source=USNI+News&utm_campaign=d6a1e9211d-USNI_NEWS_WEEKLY&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0dd4a1450b-d6a1e9211d-230392589&mc_cid=d6a1e9211d&
http://www.aspi.org.au/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/saying-the-same-thing-in-washington-and-beijing/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australias-real-choice-about-china/
https://www.quarterlyessay.com.au/essay/2017/11/without-america
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that we can preserve maximum independence over our most important issues at 
minimum cost. From now on, that is what our foreign policy will be all about. 

 
The full article can be accessed here. 
 

 
About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security 
Studies NSW, Inc 
 
 
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United Services 
Institute for Defence and Security Studies NSW today is one of seven self-governing constituent 
bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Australia Limited. 
 
The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and 
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  
 
• educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security; 
• publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 
• provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issue by conducting regular 

lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security 
establishments; 

• provides a professional development programs 
• operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the 

late 18th century to the current day; and 
• conducts social and networking functions for members. 
 
The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson Library are on Level 20, Defence Plaza, 270 Pitt 
Street, Sydney – close to Town Hall and Museum railway stations.  Members and visitors are 
encouraged to use the facilities for reading or research.  However, prior to visiting, please 
contact the Office Manager to arrange access to the Office.  For additional information, visit our 
website at www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 9393 2325. 
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