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Introduction  
 

Welcome to this month’s issue of the electronic newsletter of the Royal 
United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW Inc, the aim 
of which is to provide members, stakeholders, and other interested parties 
up to date news of our latest activities and events as well as selective 
information on defence issues.   
 
There is no charge to receive this newsletter electronically and recipients are 
not required to be a member of the Institute. Invite your colleagues to 
receive this newsletter by going to the newsletter page on the Institute’s 
website http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter where they can register 
their email contact details. 
 

Upcoming Institute Lunchtime Lectures and Social Events   
 
Lectures are open to any interested person and will be held at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, 
Level 1 280 Pitt Street, Sydney – start time: 1pm.   Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-
members $15.00. Pre-event registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is available before the lecture 
at no cost.   A sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered 
through the office (9393 2325) by 2 pm on the day before the lecture. 
 
Tuesday 31 July  Speaker: Major General Kathryn Toohey, AM, CSC, Head Land Capability 
Subject: Challenge and Opportunity: Robotics and Autonomy as part of future land warfare. 

Major General Kathryn Toohey is currently Head of the Australian Army’s Land Capability 
Division. Before assuming her present position in 2017, she took leave 
from the Army briefly to serve as Deputy Electoral Commissioner in the 
Australian Electoral Commission.  An electrical engineer and a graduate 
of the Australian Defence Force Academy, she was commissioned into 
the Signals Corps and served in several communications and electronic 
warfare units. An early career highlight was serving as a troop 
commander on operations with the United Nations Transitional 
Authority in Cambodia. She has also served as an instructor at the Royal 
Military College, as aide-de-camp to the Governor-General and as 
Director of Defence’s Capability and Technology Management College. 
As a brigadier, before going to the Australian Electoral Commission in 

2016, she was a director-general in Defence’s Capability Development 
Group, where she led an experienced team of people who analysed and proposed to government 
the best options for Australia’s future defence capability.  Major General Toohey was appointed 
a member in the Military Division of the Order of Australia in 2017 for her service to the 
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Australian Defence Force in the fields of capability development and education.    
https://twitter.com/hlc_ausarmy?lang=en 

 

Friday 17 August   The Institute’s 130th Anniversary Luncheon.   

Invite your partner and friends for a very special 
occasion. Commemorating 130 years of fellowship 
and fostering debate in strategic and defence 
matters in NSW.  

Long term Board member and Counsellor, Peter Court, will 
deliver an address on the history of RUSI NSW since its 100th 
anniversary. 
Boutique Hotel, 169 Castlereagh Street Sydney, $80 per person 
- including two courses and wine.    
Please RSVP with attendees’ names and your email and phone 
contact details.  Send payment Pay via Credit Card/PayPal  
(note: a surcharge will apply) or email the office to reserve 
place and pay via direct credit.    
 
Friday 4 January 1889 SMH Page 3   Historical start to the United Service Institution  
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 28 August    Speaker: Mr Sam Roggeveen, Lowy Institute - 

Subject: North Korea and the Twilight of US Leadership in Asia   

 
 
 
 

 
 
Tuesday 25 September    Symposium: Autonomous Lethal Weapon Systems   
Venue: Sydney Mechanics School of Arts 

 
 

 
 
 

Institute Membership News  
New Members   A special welcome is extended to the following new members:  
 J Newman, Kurt Hansen, Richard Parry and Hannah Laidlaw   
 
Deceased Members   It is with a deep sense of sadness that the passing of the following 
members is recorded:          
Lieutenant Colonel Geoffrey Sollom, FLTLT John Snepp, Mr Kevin Freeman, Commander Bernie 
Bambrick and LTCOL Charles Watson OAM 
 

Image source:   Lowy Institute 

Image source:   
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:SWORDS_robot.jpg 
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https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/13709242?browse=ndp%3Abrowse%2Ftitle%2FS%2Ftitle%2F35%2F1889%2F01%2F04%2Fpage%2F1386494%2Farticle%2F13709242
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Lunchtime 
Lecture held 
Tuesday 26 June 
2018     Speaker: 
Lieutenant 
Colonel Peter 
Sweeney RFD – 
Co-owner Battle 
Honours Australia 
Pty Ltd; Battlefield 
Guide; Military 
Historian & 
Speaker.   Subject: 
Battle of Hamel 
1918– the 
blueprint for 
future Allied 
offensives on the 
Western Front    

Images: John 
Hutcheson  

 
Recent Past 

Events of the 
Institute 
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Clockwise from top left:  
The Memorial new wing construction, looking north from 
Liverpool Street, the bottom half of the picture shows the pool 
and cascading fountains on either side of the southern 
entrance, which will lead to the Institute doors.  [Image source: 
Michael Trenear];    
 [All remaining images by John Hutcheson]  
The main building covered for heritage conservation in the 
Memorial’s Hall of Memory and to the amber glass windows;   
Members standing in the library book display and reading area;  
Floorboards and the rail system for the library compactus has 
been constructed;    
The new entrance “Hall of Service” leading to the RUSIDSS, 
NSW doors;   
The new entrance ceiling showing the dramatic oculus.   

The Institute’s move to 
ANZAC Memorial: The 
Board inspected the 
construction site 
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Latest Defence News  

Chief of Defence Force change of command 

The Australian Defence Force has a new Chief after Air 
Chief Marshal Binskin handed over command to 
General Angus Campbell at a ceremony in Canberra on 
6 July.  The newly promoted General Campbell 
thanked Air Chief Marshal Binskin for his 40 years’ 
service in the Australian Defence Force. “The work that 
Air Chief Marshal Binskin and his leadership team have 
undertaken since 2014 has set a strong foundation for 

the ADF’s people and capabilities.” 
 
Air Chief Marshal Binskin said he was honoured to 
serve as the Chief of the Defence Force.   “Not one day 
has gone by without a new challenge, or more importantly, a new achievement by the ADF – and 
that is what has made the last four years very special. Since Air Chief Marshal Binskin assumed 
command in July 2014, the ADF has deployed more than 27,000 people to over 30 operations 
around the world. 
 
“I am extremely proud of what the men and women of the ADF have achieved during that 
period.  “Whether it is patrolling above or on the waters in South East and North Asia, or Pacific 
and Indian Oceans; working with other nations to help protect themselves and develop their own 
capabilities and capacity; protecting our own borders; supporting regional friends after a natural 
disaster; or helping everyday Australians; the ADF has done an outstanding job,” Air Chief 
Marshal Binskin said. “I congratulate General Campbell and his team on their appointments and 
wish them well for the future.”   
 
General Campbell said he was honoured to accept leadership of the ADF.  “It is a privilege; it 
carries a significant burden of responsibility. This is a great organisation filled with people who 
every day do extraordinary things in the defence of our nation and its interests. “The Chief of the 
Defence Force may be one amongst the ADF, but it is a team. I very much look forward to the 
challenges, and to the comradery and teamwork that will get us through those challenges over 
the next four years, and indeed as a defence force, for many years ahead defending this great 
nation of ours,” General Campbell said. 
  

Joint Media Release - Prime Minister, Minister for Defence, Minister for Defence 
Industry & Minister for Finance - The Hunter 
class - defending Australia and securing our 
shipbuilding sovereignty – 29 June 2018 
 
“The Turnbull Government will deliver one of the 
world’s most advanced anti-submarine warfare frigates, 
create 4000 Australian jobs and secure a local naval 
shipbuilding industry for decades to come. The frigates, 

to be designed by BAE Systems and built by 
ASC Shipbuilding, are central to our plan to 
secure our nation, our naval shipbuilding 
sovereignty and create Australian jobs.  

Outgoing Chief of Defence Force, Air Chief Marshal 
Mark Binskin, AC, and incoming Chief of Defence 
Force, General Angus Campbell, AO, DSC, during the 
change of command parade held at Russell Offices, 
Canberra. 

 

Prime Minister of Australia, the Hon. Malcolm Turnbull, MP; Minister 
for Defence, Senator, the Hon. Marise Payne; and Chief of Navy, Vice 
Admiral Tim Barrett, AO, CSC, RAN:  look over the model of new 
frigate at the announcement of the Nine Hunter Class Future Frigates 
in Adelaide, SA. 
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BAE’s Global Combat Ship – Australia will provide our nation with one of the most advanced anti-
submarine warships in the world - a maritime combat capability that will underpin our security 
for decades to come. The Future Frigates, named the Hunter class, will be built in Australia, by 
Australians, using Australian steel.  This $35 billion program will create 4,000 Australian jobs right 
around the country and create unprecedented local and global opportunities for businesses large 
aand small. The Hunter class will begin entering service in the late 2020s replacing the eight 
Anzac Frigates, which have been in service since 1996. The Turnbull Government is committed to 
give our military the potent naval capability it needs. 
 
 Naval Shipbuilding Sovereignty  The Future Frigate program is one of Australia’s most 
significant investments in military capability. It provides a unique opportunity to not just 
strengthen, but guarantee Australia's naval shipbuilding sovereignty. The next generation of 
frigates will be built by ASC Shipbuilding at the Osborne Naval Shipyard. ASC Shipbuilding, 
currently wholly owned by the Commonwealth, will become a subsidiary of BAE Systems during 
the build. This ensures BAE Systems is fully responsible and accountable for the delivery of the 
frigates and ensures the work will be carried out by Australian workers and create Australian 
jobs. The Commonwealth of Australia will retain a sovereign share in ASC Shipbuilding while BAE 
manages the program. At the end of the program the Commonwealth will resume complete 
ownership of ASC Shipbuilding, thereby ensuring the retention in Australia of intellectual 
property, a highly skilled workforce and the associated equipment. By the conclusion of the 
frigate build, ASC Shipbuilding will be a strategic national asset capable of independently 
designing, developing and leading the construction of complex, large naval warships. This does 
not affect the Offshore Patrol Vessels, Air Warfare Destroyers, or the sustainment of the Collins 
Class submarines and will not preclude ASC Group from pursuing future shipbuilding 
opportunities. 
 
Capability – The Hunter class   Following a rigorous and comprehensive Competitive Evaluation 
Process, the Government has assessed BAE’s Global Combat Ship - Australia as the capability 
best suited for our nation. The Hunter class will provide the Australian Defence Force with the 
highest levels of lethality and deterrence our major surface combatants need in periods of global 
uncertainty. The Hunter class will have the capability to conduct a variety of missions 
independently, or as part of a task group, with sufficient range and endurance to operate 
effectively throughout the region. The frigates will also have the flexibility to support non-
warfare roles such as humanitarian assistance and disaster relief.  Incorporating the leading edge 
Australian-developed CEA Phased-Array Radar and the US Navy’s Aegis combat management 
system, with an Australian interface developed by Saab Australia, the Hunter class will be one of 
the most capable warships in the world.   
 
Australian Industry Content  The Turnbull Government’s commitment to maximise Australian 
Industry Content in our military capability is delivering for Australian workers and Australian 
businesses.    BAE expects the Australian Industry Content for the Hunter class build will be 65-70 
per cent which will create and secure thousands of jobs for decades.  BAE has prequalified over 
500 Australian businesses from every state and territory to be in the Hunter class supply chain.   
 The Turnbull Government would like to thank BAE Systems, Fincantieri and Navantia for their 
participation in the extensive and thorough process of selecting Australia’s new Hunter class.” 
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Australia to invest in RMAF Base Butterworth 
 

Australia will upgrade facilities at the Royal Malaysian Air Force Base Butterworth used by the 
Australian Defence Force, as part of our long-
standing commitment to regional security. 
The Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon 
Marise Payne announced the $22 million 
investment which will ensure Butterworth 
remains fit for purpose well into the future. 
“Australian Defence Force personnel have 
had a presence at Butterworth for 60 years 
and the investment reflects the ongoing 
importance of the base to Australia and 

Malaysia,” Minister Payne said.    “Around 50 
ADF personnel are hosted at RMAF 
Butterworth by Malaysia and this can 
increase to up to 350 during exercises. “The 

upgrades to the facilities at the RMAF Butterworth will begin with a detailed assessment, which 
will be done in consultation with Malaysia.” 
  
The announcement was made at the inaugural Malaysia-Australia High Level Committee meeting 
on Defence Cooperation held at RMAF Butterworth on 25 June with the Malaysian Minister of 
Defence, His Excellency Tuan Haji Mohamad bin Sabu. “It is fitting that we are able to agree to 
this investment as we celebrate the 60th Anniversary of Australia’s presence at the Base this 
week. It represents a strong commitment to further strengthen the Australia-Malaysia defence 
partnership and our enduring ties,” Minister Payne said. 
During the meeting, Australia also committed to: 

 continue to support the development of Malaysia’s Urban Combat Training facility;  

 increase the number of Defence scholarships offered to Malaysia for study in Australia 
each year from five to eight; and 

 provide further F/A-18 spare parts to assist with the sustainment of Malaysia’s fleet. 

 

Minister visits the Kingdom of Tonga 
  

Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, visited the Kingdom of Tonga on 13 June 
2018 to discuss opportunities to further 
strengthen Australia’s defence 
partnership with His Majesty’s Armed 
Forces (HMAF). Minister Payne met 
with the Hon Semisi Lafu Kioa Sika, 
Deputy Prime Minister of Tonga; the 
Hon Lord Ma’afu, Minister of Defence 
and Brigadier General Lord Fielakepa; 
Chief of Defence Staff, HMAF. Minister 
Payne said Australia valued the strong 
and enduring relationship with Tonga 
and its critical contributions to regional 
security and stability. “We look forward 
to continuing to deepen our 

RAAF AP-3C Orion aircraft and two RMAF Hawk-108 aircraft fly over 
the parade to celebrate 60 years of continuous airbase operations 
by the RAAF at RMAF Butterworth. 

Australian Army Soldiers and Marines from His Majesty’s Armed Forces of 
Tonga stand in front of five Unimog trucks on the Flight Deck of HMAS 
Adelaide, donated to His Majesty’s Armed Forces of Tonga, during the ship’s 
port visit to Nuku’alofa, Tonga. 
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engagement with HMAF through our Defence Cooperation Program and working with Tonga 
through regional architecture, such as the South Pacific Defence Ministers’ Meeting, to address 
regional security issues,” Minister Payne said. 
    
The visit coincided with the arrival of Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2018 to Nuku’alofa, which 
promotes security and stability in Australia’s near region through bilateral and multilateral 
engagement, training, and capacity building. Minister Payne participated in the handover 
ceremony of five Australian-gifted Unimog vehicles on board HMAS Adelaide.   Minister Payne 
said the gifting reflected Australia’s ongoing commitment to support HMAF to further enhance 
its capability to respond to natural disasters. 
 
While in Tonga, Minister Payne also participated in a Women, Peace and Security (WPS) 
workshop on board HMAS Adelaide, which focussed on the importance of incorporating WPS in 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief operations, and how the ADF and HMAF can further 
cooperate in this area. 

Minister's visit to Solomon Islands 
 

Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, visited Solomon Islands on 14 June 2018 to 
discuss the strengthening of Australia’s security partnership with the Solomon Islands 
Government. Minister Payne met with the Hon Manasseh Sogavare, Acting Prime Minister of 
Solomon Islands, and Commissioner Matthew Varley, Royal Solomon Islands Police Force (RSIPF). 
Minister Payne said Australia’s strong security partnership with Solomon Islands had moved into 
a new phase following the conclusion of the Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands last 
year. “The entry into force of the new bilateral security treaty this week is another 
demonstration of our deepening security cooperation,” Minister Payne said.  
 
Minister Payne also visited the RSIPF Maritime Division and the Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries 
Agency (FFA) to discuss the Pacific Maritime Security Program (PMSP). Minister Payne said she 
was pleased to discuss Australia’s enduring support to Solomon Islands through this initiative. 
“Solomon Islands participation in the follow-on PMSP will ensure Solomon Islands has a versatile 
maritime capability to assist with remote security and outer island deployments,” Minister Payne 
said. 
 
Minister Payne also participated in a Women in Leadership function while in Honiara. The 
function was an opportunity to encourage Solomon Islands women to seek leadership positions 
across government, justice and policing, business and civil society, and to consider pursing 
elected office as a career opportunity. Minister Payne said she was pleased to deliver the 
keynote address on her career experience to a dynamic group of Solomon Islands women. 
“Improving the participation of women in political leadership and empowering women and girls 
across society is also critical to maintaining regional security and stability,” Minister Payne said. 

 
Upcoming Events by other Organisations  
 
The NSW Masonic Club’s Annual Services Dinner “The Battle for Australia Dinner” will be held 
on Friday, 31 August 2018 at 1900 to 1930 hours at 169-171 Castlereagh Street, Sydney. Contact 
Rita Surio, 02 9284 1006 for booking and more details. 
 
The Battle for Australia Association of New South Wales advises all interested persons that the 
2018 Battle for Australia Day NSW Ceremony to commemorate the struggle to defend Australia 
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against Japanese forces during World War 2 will be held at the Cenotaph in Martin Place on 
Wednesday 5 September 2018 commencing at 11.00am.   Those attending should be seated by 
10.45 am.   The Service will include an address by a senior Royal Australian Air Force Officer. 
Queries should be directed to the Battle for Australia Association of New South Wales President 
Group Captain Doug Roser RAAF (Retd) at (02) 43841196 or dougroser@bigpond.com     
 
Battlefield Tours – Sandakan, North Borneo 
Anzac Day, Sandakan, 23 April - 2 May 2019: Institute historian and author, Lynette Silver, who 
has spent 30 years researching and writing about wartime events in Borneo, will escort a tour 
group to Sandakan for Anzac Day. The 10-day itinerary will follow the Sandakan prisoners-of-war 
death march route by vehicle and include the Dawn service at Sandakan and additional cultural 
activities and sightseeing. Price: $2995 per person, twin share, for the Borneo sector, including 
most meals and all entry fees.   
For details: https://lynettesilver.com/tours/sandakan-anzac-day/ 

 Sandakan-Ranau Death March Treks, 2019: The 12-day trekking itinerary follows the Anzac Day 
itinerary, but includes six days of walking along a 95km section of the track identified and opened 
up by Lynette in 2005. Accommodation is good standard (no camping). Price: $3,200 per person, 
twin share, for treks accompanied by Lynette (16 - 27 August). 

For details: https://sandakandeathmarch.com/tours/challenge-highlights-challenge-tour/ 
 Lynette Silver can be contacted at lynettesilver@gmail.com 
All bookings: Roz Martindale, Wahroonga Travel: roz.wahroonga@optusnet.com.au; 02 9489 
1978; 0402 081 104. 

 
General Defence News 
 
Prime Minister, Minister for Defence & Minister for Defence Industry - Joint 
Media Release - Strengthening Australia’s Maritime Patrol Capability – 26 June 
2018 
 
“The security of Australia’s maritime 
borders will be significantly strengthened 
with another major military investment. 
The Turnbull Government will invest $1.4 
billion and acquire the first of six MQ-4C 
Triton remotely piloted aircraft through a 
cooperative program with the United 
States Navy. The Triton will complement 
the surveillance role of the P-8A Poseidon 
aircraft through sustained operations at 
long ranges as well as being able to 
undertake a range of intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance tasks. 
Together these aircraft will significantly enhance our anti-submarine warfare and maritime strike 
capability, as well as our search and rescue capability.                                                        
 
Our number one priority is keeping Australians safe. This investment will protect our borders and 
make our region more secure.  As part of this investment Australia will also enter into a $200 

MQ-4C Triton remotely piloted aircraft 

mailto:dougroser@bigpond.com
https://sandakandeathmarch.com/tours/challenge-highlights-challenge-tour/
mailto:lynettesilver@gmail.com
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million cooperative program with the United States Navy for the development, production and 
sustainment of the MQ-4C Triton.  Australia’s alliance with the US is our most important defence 
relationship, underpinned by strong cooperation in defence industry and capability 
development. This cooperative program will strengthen our ability to develop advanced 
capability and conduct joint military operations. 
 
As part of the initial $1.4 billion investment in the Triton system, the Government will invest 
$364 million on new facilities at RAAF Base Edinburgh and RAAF Base Tindal, as well the 
necessary ground control systems, support and training required to implement a project of this 
nature. The project is expected to create about 70 jobs across South Australia and the Northern 
Territory. Northrop Grumman as supplier of the Triton will play a lead role in delivering the 
capability in Australia. This investment follows Northrop’s commitment to a $50 million 
advanced Electronic Sustainment Centre of Excellence at the new Western Sydney Airport. 
 
Australia has already taken delivery of seven Poseidon aircraft and achieved Initial Operational 
Capability earlier this year. The full fleet of 12 Poseidon aircraft is expected to be delivered and in 
operation by 2022. The first of the Triton aircraft is expected to be introduced into service in 
mid-2023 with all six aircraft planned to be delivered and in operation by late 2025, based at 
RAAF Base, Edinburgh in South Australia. The Orion fleet has performed exceptionally on 
operations throughout its distinguished service, and the last of these aircraft will be over 40 
years old when they are withdrawn from service in 2023.” 
 

Australian Army welcomes new chief  

The Australian Army has welcomed its new Chief, Lieutenant General Rick Burr, AO, DSC, MVO 
during a ceremonial parade in 
Canberra on 2 July 2018. Outgoing 
Chief of Army, Lieutenant General 
Angus Campbell, AO, DSC said it was 
a great privilege to lead the 
Australian Army and after three 
years in command it was time to 
hand over his responsibilities as 
Chief to Lieutenant General Burr. 
“Lieutenant General Burr is an 
exceptional officer and I 
congratulate him as he takes up 
command of the Australian Army. I 
am confident our Army is in great 
hands under his leadership,” 
Lieutenant General Campbell said. “I 
would like to thank the men and 

women serving in our Army for their dedication and support during my tenure as their Chief. I am 
very proud of them and the Army that together we have continued to build, guided by our values 
and a shared commitment to our nation.”  
 
Lieutenant General Burr said he was deeply honoured to assume leadership of the Australian 
Army.    “Today, as I commence my time as Chief of Army, I start by recognising the ongoing 
contribution our soldiers make to the security of our nation,” Lieutenant General Burr said. “They 
are dedicated and selfless in their service and I am proud of the extraordinary things they 

Outgoing Chief of Army, Lieutenant General Angus Campbell, AO, DSC, passes the 
Army Banner to incoming Lieutenant General Rick Burr AO, DSC, MVO, during the 
Chief of Army Handover parade at Russell Offices in Canberra. 
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accomplish. “Our men and women hold a special position of trust and we acknowledge our 
accountability to each other, the Army and our country. “It is my good fortune to assume 
command after Lieutenant General Campbell. We are grateful for his authentic and ethical 
leadership, reinforcing our values and making us stronger. “I commit to building upon his work. 
Army should expect continuity and momentum from me with respect to Lieutenant General 
Campbell’s policies and direction. “I am honoured to lead the Australian Army, an extraordinary 
team of Australians. We have a strong foundation, great people and much to be proud of. It is a 
great time to be an Australian soldier.” 
  
Lieutenant General Burr served as the Deputy Chief of Army, and prior to that as Deputy 
Commanding General US Army-Pacific – the first foreign officer to hold such a position. In 2011–
12 he was commander of the 1st Division and the Deployable Joint Force Headquarters. His 
operational commands included the theatre-level multinational command of all Special Forces 
assigned to the International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan in 2008, and command of 
the Australian Special Forces Task Group in Afghanistan 2002 and Iraq 2003.  
  

Joint Media Release - Minister for Defence and Attorney-General - Defence Call 
Out Bill – 28 June 2018 
 
“The Turnbull Government will today introduce a Bill to make it easier for the states and 
territories to seek assistance from the Australian Defence Force (ADF) to respond to terrorist and 
other violent incidents. The Defence Amendment (Call Out of the Australian Defence Force) Bill 
2018 was developed in close consultation with state and territory governments to ensure a 
strengthened approach to combating terrorism, wherever it may occur. The Bill will amend 
Part III AAA of the Defence Act 1903 to: 
 

 make it simpler for states and territories to request ADF support where necessary to 
assist in the event of a terrorist or other violent incidents, such as geographically 
dispersed or otherwise widespread, coordinated acts of violence; 

 allow the ADF to be pre-authorised to respond to threats on land, at sea and in the air; 

 simplify, expand and clarify the ADF’s powers to search, seize, and control movement at 
the scene of a terrorist incident; and 

 strengthen the ability of the ADF to respond to incidents occurring in more than one 
jurisdiction. 
 

These amendments give effect to recommendations of the Defence Counter-Terrorism Review, 
announced by the Prime Minister in July 2017. Police remain the best first response to terrorist 
and other incidents, and states and territories will continue to have primary responsibility for 
protecting life and property in their jurisdictions. 
 
Attorney-General, Christian Porter, said amendments to the ADF call-out powers are the most 
significant changes since the provisions were enacted in 2000, in the lead up to the Sydney 
Olympics. “The terror threat we face today is greater and more complex than that we faced 
when these laws were introduced almost 20 years ago. The Government is committed to 
ensuring that law enforcement agencies around Australia can easily request ADF assistance to 
respond to these threats where necessary and are available to states and territories to assist 
with other major incidents, such as geographically dispersed or otherwise widespread, 
coordinated acts of violence or other domestic incidents that threaten the security and lives of 
Australians,” Minister Porter said. 
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Minister for Defence, Marise Payne, said the reforms are part of a suite of measures being rolled 
out to enhance Defence’s support to national counter-terrorism arrangements. “Defence has 
already strengthened the practical support it provides to state and territory police since the 
outcomes of the review were announced in July last year,” Minister Payne said. “This includes 
the establishment of an enhanced ADF counter-terrorism liaison network with state and territory 
police, a broadened program of specialist training and streamlined police access to Defence 
facilities, such as rifle ranges,” Minister Payne said. Defence has also expanded the capacity and 
capability of supporting ADF teams on call to assist police to respond to domestic security 
incidents and threats when requested by the states and territories. “These reforms will ensure 
Defence is more flexible and agile in the way it supports states and territories,” Minister Payne 
said. 
 

New chapter for the Australian Signals Directorate 
 
The Australian Signals Directorate (ASD) began a new era on 1 July as a statutory agency within 

the Defence portfolio. Minister for Defence, Senator the 
Hon Marise Payne, said the establishment of ASD as a 
statutory agency was an important change that will 
strengthen its ability to protect Australia’s security. “The 
establishment of ASD as a statutory agency within the 
Defence portfolio achieves a key recommendation of 
the 2017 Independent Intelligence Review,” Minister 
Payne said.  
 
“ASD has delivered strategic advantage to the Australian 
Defence Force and Government for over 70 years,” 
Minister Payne said. “Foreign signals intelligence, 
countering cyber-espionage and defending against cyber 
threats remain critically important for ASD,” Minister 
Payne said. “At the same time, ASD’s focus will now 
expand to lead cyber security support and services to 
industry, government and the community. To achieve 
this, the Australian Cyber Security Centre now operates 
as part of ASD.” “ASD’s uniquely skilled workforce has 
always been its greatest asset. As recognised in 

the Review, recruiting and retaining staff has become increasingly difficult due to increased 
competition for talent across the private sector.” “As a statutory agency within the Defence 
portfolio, ASD will have more flexibility to attract, train, retain and develop its specialist 
workforce.” ASD will be led by Mr Mike Burgess, the organisation’s first Director General, 
reporting directly to the Minister for Defence. 
 

Arrival of Singaporean Chinooks at Oakey   

Five Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF) Chinook helicopters have arrived at the Army 
Aviation Training Centre at Oakey, Queensland. The Chinooks are located at Oakey in order to 
access the outstanding flying training environment available on the Darling Downs. The Chinooks 
will operate under the terms of the Oakey Treaty between Australia and Singapore, and are 
expected to commence flying activities this month. Australian Army Aviation flying training 

Mike Burgess - Director-General ASD 

https://www.asd.gov.au/about/leadership.htm
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operations will not be affected. The RSAF has maintained a continuous detachment of training 
aircraft at the Army Aviation Training Centre at Oakey since 1996. The Defence and Foreign 
Policy White Papers highlight the Government’s intention to strengthen security cooperation 
with Singapore through the Singapore-Australia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. The basing 
of the RSAF Chinooks in Australia is a demonstration of the deepening relationship between 
Australia and Singapore, and provides potential future opportunities for further bilateral defence 
cooperation. 

   

Defence Exercises  
 
ADF exercises interoperability at RIMPAC 
 

More than 1600 Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel have arrived in the United States 
ahead of a month of focused military training activities with 26 nations from across the globe for 
Exercise Rim-of-the-Pacific (RIMPAC) 2018. The ADF has deployed HMA Ships Adelaide, Success, 
Toowoomba and Melbourne which have been part of the Indo Pacific Endeavour 2018 task 
group, one submarine, diving personnel, an amphibious landing force from the 2nd Battalion 
Royal Australian Regiment, and one P-8A Poseidon aircraft to RIMPAC. Minister for Defence, 
Senator the Hon Marise Payne, said the exercise will provide valuable training with Australia’s 
partners and allies and a unique opportunity to test capabilities. 

 
“RIMPAC is the world's largest 
maritime exercise and is a great 
opportunity for us to strengthen 
international partnerships, 
enhance interoperability and 
improve our readiness for a wide 
range of potential operations,” 
Minister Payne said. “This year’s 
theme is “Capable, Adaptive 
Partners” and ADF personnel will 
exercise across a range of 
scenarios from humanitarian 
assistance and disaster response 
to maritime security operations 
and complex war fighting.” 

 
Now in its 26th iteration, about 47 surface ships, five submarines, 18 national land forces, more 
than 200 aircraft and more than 25,000 personnel will participate in the US-led exercise in and 
around the Hawaiian Islands and Southern California from 27 June to 2 August. Chief of Joint 
Operations, Air Marshal Mel Hupfeld, said that, along with Talisman Sabre, RIMPAC is the 
pinnacle of high end military exercises in the region. “From amphibious war fighting exercises 
with our flagship HMAS Adelaide to the first ever Harpoon missile fired from an Australian P-8A 
Poseidon aircraft, RIMPAC is a real test of Australia’s maritime military capability,” Air Marshal 
Hupfeld said. “It provides complex and challenging training in a multinational environment, 
perfect for strengthening interoperability with our regional partners and allies.” Other activities 
will include gunnery, missile, anti-submarine, and air-defence exercises, as well as maritime 
interdiction and vessel boarding, explosive ordnance disposal, diving and salvage operations, 
mine clearance operations and an amphibious landing. 

Formation exercise conducted by HMA Ships Adelaide, Success, Melbourne and 
Toowoomba in company with HMNZS Te Mana and HMCS Vancouver during the 
transit to Hawaii to take part in Exercise RIMPAC 18. 
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ADF joins USAF Bombers for QLD training 
Australian Defence Force (ADF) elements have combined with United States Air Force (USAF) B-
52 Stratofortress Bombers as part of a training exercise in south-east Queensland on 22 June. 
The B-52 aircraft trained with Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) aircraft including F/A-18F and 
Army elements in a simulated activity west of RAAF Base Amberley as part of the Strategic 
Bomber Training program.   This training increases the capability and preparedness of Australian 
and US forces to operate together seamlessly and to enhance security cooperation in the region.   
The USAF aircraft did not land in Australia and returned home on completion of the training 
activity. The USAF and the ADF regularly conduct routine training together, with the integrated 
program of combined training initiatives and exercises mutually beneficial to both Australia and 
the United States. 

ADF Bids Farewell to Fiji Following Engagement Activities 

HMA Ships Adelaide and Melbourne have farewelled Fiji on 11 June following a successful port 
visit as part of Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2018 (IPE).   Both ships arrived in Suva on the morning of 
June 9 to begin the second engagement of IPE, following a port visit to Vanuatu by HMA Ships 
Success and Toowoomba. The ships’ companies and embarked forces carried out a wide range of 
activities, including disaster assistance planning, security training and community engagement, 
re-affirming and expanding the 
Australian Defence Force (ADF) and 
Republic of Fiji Military Forces’ (RFMF) 
ability to work together.   

Commander Joint Task Group Captain 
Jim Hutton said the engagement 
program, designed with direct input 
from Fiji, boosted the existing 
interoperability between the ADF and 
RFMF.  “We are excited to be here 
working with our Fijian partners. 

Initiatives like Indo-Pacific Endeavour 
are central to maintaining positive 
relationships and joint capability with 
our regional neighbours,” Captain 
Hutton said. “Australia already has a collaborative relationship with Fiji, working together in 
ongoing maritime security functions as well as humanitarian operations, most recently following 
Tropical Cyclone Winston in 2016.” “By training together and working hand-in-hand on joint 
exercises we have better enabled ourselves to come together again in the future for ongoing 
mutual benefit.” The Indo-Pacific Endeavour 18 Joint Task Group comprised four ships of the 
Royal Australian Navy, Adelaide, Melbourne, Toowoomba and Success, as well as embedded 
Army personnel from 2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment. Approximately 1,200 ADF 
personnel in total, from Navy, Army and the Air Force, were involved in Indo-Pacific Endeavour 
18.    

 
  

Republic of Fiji Military Forces Chief Staff Officer Operations, Major Lepani 
Damuni, briefs Australian Defence Force personnel, United States Marines 
and Sri Lanka Marines on how to plant mangrove saplings at a coastal area 
near Suva in Fiji during Indo-Pacific Endeavour 18. 
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Defence Industry and Defence Science  
 
Departure of Chief Defence Scientist 
 
After seven years in the role, Chief Defence Scientist Dr Alex Zelinsky announced on 20 June that 
he will be leaving Defence Science and Technology (DST) to take up the appointment of Vice 
Chancellor of the University of Newcastle. The Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon 
Christopher Pyne MP, extended his sincerest gratitude and thanks to Dr Zelinsky, who has led 
DST since March 2012. “Dr Zelinsky has transformed DST into a highly successful and valued 
enabler of Defence capability and the scientific lead for Australia’s national security,” Minister 
Pyne said.  

 
“During his tenure as Chief Defence Scientist, Dr 
Zelinsky has overseen the realignment of DST’s 
research priorities to meet future Australian 
Defence Force requirements with the 
application of leading edge science and 
technology. “Under his leadership, DST has 
established long term bilateral research and 
development relationships with 11 Australian 
companies and 33 universities in areas of 
strategic significance to Defence. “Dr Zelinsky’s 
leadership of the $730 million Next Generation 
Technologies Fund has led to new alliances being 
forged, and partnerships with Australian industry 

and academia strengthened. “The opportunities afforded by the Next Generation Technologies 
Fund are enormous for Defence as well as the Australian research and innovation sector in the 
foreseeable future.”  
 
Dr Zelinsky was recently recognised for his leadership of DST when he was appointed an Officer 
of the Order of Australia in the 2017 Queen’s Birthday honours. He has received numerous 
awards and has been included in Engineers Australia’s list of the 100 most influential engineers 
since 2009. In 2015, Engineers Australia awarded Dr Zelinsky the prestigious MA Sargent Medal, 
while in 2013 he was awarded the ICT industry’s premier prize for lifetime achievement - the 
Pearcey Medal. Minister Pyne said it was a pleasure working with Dr Zelinsky, and wished him 
every success in his new appointment. 
 

Major upgrade to submarine force 
  
Australia’s Collins Class submarine fleet will receive significant sonar upgrades further extending 
its superiority in our region. Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, and 
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, announced on 14 June that work will 
commence this year to enhance sonar systems across the Collins Class fleet. This will better 
enable our submarines to safely navigate, detect and locate other vessels while remaining 
hidden themselves.   
 
Minister Pyne said with the majority of the project being delivered by Australian industry, it 
demonstrates the maturity of the national submarine enterprise. “Australian defence suppliers 
are central to the sovereignty of our current and future military capability,” Minister Pyne said.  

Chief Defence Scientist, Dr Alex Zelinsky conducts the opening 
address at the Defence Science Students Conference in South 
Australia. 
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“As a result of their continued demonstration of expertise, Australian companies will have an 
enduring role in keeping our submarines superior and safe.”  Minister Payne said the upgrades 
are critical to maintaining Australia’s highly capable Collins Class submarine fleet until the 
introduction of the Future Submarines. 
 
“The 2016 Defence White Paper clearly outlines the importance of a potent submarine capability 
to ensure our sovereignty and defend Australia,” Minister Payne said. “Submarines offer 
capabilities no other platform can provide, and that’s why the Turnbull Government is 
committed to investing in the Collins Class fleet to maintain its advantage in an increasingly 
complex and uncertain strategic environment.” “Enhancing the Collins Class’ high-end war 
fighting capabilities so they can continue to detect and locate other vessels ensures it will be an 
effective deterrent to potential adversaries.” 
 
The project is valued at $542 million and the Australian Industry Content is approximately 70 per 
cent, creating more than 100 direct jobs. 51 jobs will be based in New South Wales, 25 in 
Western Australia, 21 in South Australia and 13 in the Australian Capital Territory. “It’s yet 
another sign of the strength of Australia’s defence industry that the vast majority of this complex 
project will be done locally, creating jobs while delivering the capability our Navy needs,” said 
Minister Pyne. “Raytheon Australia and Thales Australia will play lead roles in delivering the 
sonar system upgrades, with ASC and a range of small and medium sized Australian companies 
supporting system integration.” In the 2018–19 financial year, most of the spending will be on 
the design and production effort in NSW with Raytheon Australia in Macquarie Park and Thales 
Australia in Rydalmere. The upgrades will then be installed at maintenance facilities at Osborne 
in South Australia and Henderson in Western Australia.  
 

Visit to Israel 
 
The Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon Christopher Pyne MP, will travel to Israel on 6-9 July 
for the inaugural Australia-Israel Defence Industry Cooperation Joint Working Group in Tel Aviv. 
Minister Pyne will also lead the Australian delegation of the International Institute of Strategic 
Leadership Dialogue.   Minister Pyne said Australia and Israel could learn a great deal from each 
other on how to enhance defence capability through developing respective defence industry and 
innovation sectors.      
 
“The joint working group was established under a memorandum of understanding signed by the 
Prime Minister in October 2017,” Minister Pyne said. “The new working group will strengthen 
ties between the Australian Department of Defence and the Israeli Ministry of Defence.   
“Australia and Israel are embracing defence innovation and this working group will provide a 
forum to discuss industry and innovation issues, assist in identifying export opportunities, and 
support our industries to cooperate in the development of innovative technologies for shared 
capability challenges. “I look forward to seeing the outcomes from this first joint working group 
meeting, and the future cooperation between our defence industries.” As part of the visit to 
Israel, Minister Pyne will also meet with senior representatives of the Israeli Ministry of Defense 
and defence industry. 

 
International  
 
The Strategist is the commentary and analysis site of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, an 
independent, non-partisan think tank based in Canberra. The Strategist aims to provide fresh 

http://www.aspi.org.au/
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ideas on Australia’s critical defence and strategic policy choices as well as encourage and 
facilitate discussion and debate among the strategy community and Australian public. 
The views expressed on The Strategist are those of the individual authors and don’t represent 
the views of ASPI or the institutions to which the authors are attached.   The Strategist issued on 
4 July contains the following three posts commenting on the future of alliances including on the 
US-Asutralia alliance – access to them in included: 
 
Alliances in the time of hybrid warfare  Huong Le Thu | 4 July 2018 

Alliances have long been formed as a response to traditional rivalries and modes of warfare. The 
US–Australia partnership had such origins 100 years ago, and has proved to be successful, 
reliable and durable. We now need to think about how to further develop the alliance at a time 
of increasing great-power competition, when the forms and complexities of tactics and warfare 
are expanding. Access the full post here. 

 
The future of the US–Australia alliance   Charles Edel | 3 July 2018 

Some have argued that the US–Australia alliance exists simply out of inertia or, worse yet, 
sentimentality. Shared sacrifice and longstanding habits of cooperation may play a role, but 
they’re not the basis upon which sovereign states determine their national interests.  Access the 
full post here. 

A post-alliance US?   Rod Lyon | 3 July 2018 

President Donald Trump’s disdain for alliance commitments suggests that we might be heading 
into a new era in geopolitics—an era characterised by a post-alliance US. While US allies will be 
hoping fervently that that isn’t the case, it probably makes sense to think through some of the 
ramifications of that scenario. Access the full post here. 

 
About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security 
Studies, NSW Inc 
 
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United Services 
Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW today is one of seven self-governing constituent 
bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Australia Limited. 
 
The aim of the Institute is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and 
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, the Institute:  
 
• educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security; 
• publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 
• provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issue by conducting regular 

lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security 
establishments; 

• provides a professional development programs 
• operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the 

late 18th century to the current day; and 
• conducts social and networking functions for members. 
 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/alliances-in-the-time-of-hybrid-warfare/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Weekly%20The%20Strategist+CID_2a316d61b8497372145bf0ed4e27bf91&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Alliances%20in
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-future-of-the-us-australia-alliance/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Weekly%20The%20Strategist+CID_2a316d61b8497372145bf0ed4e27bf91&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20future%252
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-future-of-the-us-australia-alliance/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Weekly%20The%20Strategist+CID_2a316d61b8497372145bf0ed4e27bf91&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20future%252
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/a-post-alliance-us/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Weekly%20The%20Strategist+CID_2a316d61b8497372145bf0ed4e27bf91&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=A%20post-alliance%20US
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The Institute’s rooms and the Ursula Davidson Library are on Level 20, Defence Plaza, 270 Pitt 
Street, Sydney – close to Town Hall and Museum railway stations.  Members and visitors are 
encouraged to use the facilities for reading or research.  However, prior to visiting, please 
contact the Office Manager to arrange access to the Office.  For additional information, visit our 
website at www.rusinsw.org.au or call the Office at (02) 9393 2325. 
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