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In this issue: Partnership event at the 2019 Sea Power Conference, US 

Marines depart Darwin after successful rotation, Call for air support in 
Townsville, and Contracts signed for next stage of Army’s mounted close 
combat capability 
 
 

Upcoming RUSI NSW Lunchtime Lecture  
Tuesday 29 October 2019 
Anzac Memorial Auditorium 
 
Speaker: Peter Jennings, Executive Director, Australian Strategic Policy institute 
Subject: Does Australia need a 'Plan B' for its Defence policy? 
 
On 8 October 2019 in a speech at the RAN Sea Power Conference, the 
Minister for Defence advised that Defence was reassessing the 
strategic foundation of the 2016 Defence White Paper to meet new 
threats, amid changing relationships between the USA and China, and 
the rapid development of new military technologies. The Minister also 
advised that a separate review was being undertaken how to make the 
ADF more responsive to these changing circumstances. 

So at a time when we are examining our defence planning, acquisition 
and force structure in the light of these changing circumstances, Peter 
Jennings, Executive Director of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute 
will undertake a thought provoking presentation on “Does Australia 
need a Plan B for its Defence policy?” 

Lectures are open to any interested person and will be held at The Anzac Memorial Auditorium, 
downstairs in the Centenary Extension of the Anzac Memorial Hyde Park South – start time: 1pm.    
 
Attendance fees are: Members $10.00; Non-members $15.00. Cash payments only please. 
Pre-event registration is unnecessary. Tea/coffee is available before the lecture at no cost. A 
sandwich lunch is also available from 12 noon (cost: $8.00), but it must be ordered through the 
(8262 2922) by 12 noon the day before the lecture. 
 
All RUSI NSW Educational Events attract Continuing Professional Education Credits  
RUSI NSW Lectures: One hour credit; Half Day Seminars: Four hours credit; and All Day 
Seminars: Six hours credit. To obtain a certificate for an educational event you attended 
please contact our office. 
 

Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park 
South, Sydney NSW 2000 

 
PO Box A778 SYDNEY 

SOUTH NSW 1235 
 

www.rusinsw.org.au       
 

office@rusinsw.org.au  
Telephone: (02) 8262 2922    

Image source: ASPI 
 

 

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/Newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3791242/
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Future RUSI NSW Events  

 

     Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
 
 
 
 

 
To take place after the Lecture in the Anzac Memorial Auditorium 
 
The RUSI NSW AGM will be held in the Anzac Memorial Auditorium, Hyde Park South, Liverpool 
Street Sydney, on Tuesday, 29 October 2019 around 2.00 pm, after our lunch-time lecture. 
 
 

 
RUSI NSW members 
 
A special welcome is extended to the following new members:   
Lt Haydon Aldersey, LTCOL Nicholas de Bont, Ms Jacquie Mikhail, Col Robert Guest 

(Rtd), Mr Ian Stevens, and LTCOL Barry Nolan  

 
With sadness we announce the death of the following member:  Captain Dorothy J. Howard 
 
 
 
 

REMINDER 
 
Not Renewed Your Membership for 2019/20? 

 

Payment options: 

 EFT to BSB: 062 028 - Account : 1138 3565 – Use your membership 
number for reference 

 Online http://www.rusinsw.org.au/datacap/Renewalapp.asp using 
Credit Card via PayPal option (may incur a transaction fee) 

 Cheque payable to RUSI NSW is enclosed (Mail to PO Box A778 SYDNEY SOUTH NSW 
1235) 

 Cash in person at RUSI office 

 

  

http://www.rusinsw.org.au/datacap/Renewalapp.asp
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Calling for volunteers 
 
If you can commit a half-day or one day per week, we are looking for more volunteers to show 
visitors and members around the library Monday to Friday. 
It is enjoyable work; you meet some interesting locals and international visitors; and you will 
help promote the Institute to the people of NSW. 
Also if you have an interest in military strategy, naval or air force matters, please consider joining 
the Library Committee that meets monthly to review books for purchase. 
 
We are looking at extending our hours of operation to five days a week - Monday to Friday - but 
we need volunteers to show visitors around the library. If you can commit a half day or full day 
once per week, please let us know by contacting us on 8262 2922. 
 
 
 

  See also our  LinkedIn  group page - a great place to network. 
 

  Defence's best kept secret: RUSI NSW has a facebook page       
 

https://www.facebook.com/RUSIDSSNSW/  
 

Use the link above and click on ‘like’ 
and tell your friends to do the same. 
Our facebook page will keep you 
informed about our events, 
publications, news and interesting 
defence and security matters. 
 
 
 
 

 
Recordings of our past lectures  http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php  
 
 

        http://www.rusinsw.org.au/YouTube    
 
 

How to get to RUSI NSW 
  

Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, SYDNEY NSW 2000 

Walking or wheel chair access:  from Liverpool Street, through the walkway between the 

waterfalls, to the Hall of Service reception desk. The Library is in the South East corner, behind 

the reception desk.  Click here for Train, Bus and car parking details on our web page.   
 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3791242/
https://rusinsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8767b02a06f6fd63933dc7256&id=2dc82db420&e=86da85482d
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/site/Videos.php
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/YouTube
http://www.rusinsw.org.au/documents/Getting_to_the_Institute_2018.pdf
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Recent Events of the Institute Tuesday 24 Sept 2019 
Speaker: James Curran Professor of Modern History 
University of Sydney 
Subject: What China’s rise and escalating USA/China 
tensions mean for Australia? Anzac Memorial 
Auditorium  Images: John Hutcheson   
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Latest Defence News  
 
 

Air Force P-8A Poseidon deploys in support of maritime security in the Middle 
East 
 

On 18 October 2019 a Royal Australian Air 
Force P-8A Poseidon aircraft arrived in the 
Middle East in support of the International 
Maritime Security Construct (IMSC).    
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Linda 
Reynolds CSC said the P-8A’s advanced 
surveillance capabilities will provide a 
modest but meaningful contribution. “The 
P-8A will work alongside our coalition 
partners to ensure the safe passage of 
merchant vessels through the region, boost 
security and provide an advanced maritime 
patrol and surveillance capability,” Minister 
Reynolds said.  The full article can be 
accessed here.   

 
 
US Marines depart Darwin after successful rotation 
  

The Marine Rotational Force – Darwin (MRF-D) has departed the Northern Territory in October 
after completing training and high-end 
exercises aimed at strengthening 
cooperation between the Australian 
Defence Force and the US Marine Corps.   
Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Linda 
Reynolds CSC said this year’s rotation 
represented the largest and most capable 
deployment to date. 

“This rotation consisted of an initial base 
force of around 1,700 personnel, and 
reached the milestone of 2,500 Marines 
with additional Marines arriving in Darwin 
between July and September,” Minister 
Reynolds said. “The United States Force 
Posture Initiatives (USFPI), of which the Marine Rotational Force - Darwin is a key component, 
demonstrates the strength of the Australia-US alliance and our deep engagement with the Indo-
Pacific region.”     The full article can be accessed here. 

 
 

 

A Royal Australian Air Force airman marshals in the P-8A Poseidon on 
its arrival at the ADF's main operating base in the Middle East region. 
Photo: LSIS Craig Walton 
 

Royal Australian Air Force Sergeant Richard Krenz of No. 13 Squadron 
leads US Marines of Marine Rotational Force - Darwin 2019 to an 
aircraft at RAAF Base Darwin to depart the Northern Territory. 

 

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/lreynolds/media-releases/air-force-p-8a-poseidon-deploys-support-maritime-security-middle
https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/lreynolds/media-releases/air-force-p-8a-poseidon-deploys-support-maritime-security-middle
https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/lreynolds/media-releases/us-marines-depart-darwin-after-successful-rotation
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Partnership event at the 2019 Sea Power Conference.  

Australia’s enduring ties with the Pacific have dominated the agenda ahead of Navy’s Sea Power 
Conference, with a gathering of regional maritime leaders in Sydney. The Chief of Navy, Vice 
Admiral Mike Noonan, joined delegates from almost a dozen Pacific nations to discuss a number 

of shared regional issues relating to maritime 
security. 

Vice Admiral Noonan said the Pacific Maritime 
Security Program represents a long-term 
commitment by Australia to the Pacific. “Navy 
has long enjoyed a deep and respectful 
relationship with our Pacific neighbours,” Vice 
Admiral Noonan said.  

Vice Admiral Noonan joined the Defence 
Minister Linda Reynolds to host the 
roundtable, which sought input from visiting 
delegates on how to further strengthen 
regional maritime security.  The full article can 
be accessed here.   

 

General Defence News 

 
Mobility Guardian builds an efficient Five Eyes force  
 
The Royal Australian Air Force’s biggest 
airlifters and key personnel have returned 
home after dominating air mobility goals 
over Washington for Exercise Mobility 
Guardian in the United States.   More than 
110 personnel from both Air Force and Army 
were tested from September 8-28 in mass 
casualty, natural disaster response, crucial 
airdrops, air-to-air refuelling and austere 
environment operations as part of the 
training to enhance joint 
interoperability.   Air Force’s C-17A 
Globemaster and KC-30A Multi-Role Tanker 
Transport aircraft completed missions out of 
Fairchild Air Force Base outside Spokane in 
Washington, alongside more than 300 
international personnel from nine other nations. 

The exercise tested interoperability in air-to-air refuelling of the KC-30A, the sharing of the Five 
Eyes nation’s aeromedical equipment and knowledge, and large-scale formation air drops out of 
the C-17A, partner C-130 Hercules models and C-5 Galaxy aircraft.  The contingent was also 
comprised of aircrew, engineers, logisticians and supporting roles, as well as air drop riggers from 
Army’s No. 176 Air Dispatch Squadron.   Combat Support Group also played a key role, with 
deployment of No. 383 Contingency Response Squadron to Travis Air Force Base in California 
where they projected to two other austere airfields to provide operational support.   Wing 

Delegates, including the Minister for Defence, Senator Linda 
Reynolds, and the Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Mike Noonan, at 
the Pacific Maritime Security Partnership event at the 2019 Sea 
Power Conference. Photo: Able Seaman Ryan McKenzie 
 

Royal Australian Air Force and United States Air Force (USAF) 
personnel participate in a mid-air simulated aeromedical evacuation 
scenario on board a USAF C-17 Globemaster III aircraft during 
Exercise Mobility Guardian 2019. 
 

https://news.defence.gov.au/national/pacific-focus-chief-navy
https://news.defence.gov.au/national/pacific-focus-chief-navy
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Commander Sarah Stalker, RAAF Mobility Guardian Detachment Commander and Commanding 
Officer No. 33 Squadron, said integrating with the United States Air Force, Royal Canadian Air 
Force and New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) has been invaluable.  The full article can be 
accessed here.  

 
Brisbane ready to fire 
 
On the eve of her combat system trials in the US, the crew of HMAS Brisbane has used the 
passage and time alongside San Diego to fully prepare for the important milestone.    The trials 
are the culmination of a concentrated combat system preparation and training period, which has 
been running for nearly 12 months. 

Before deploying, Brisbane embarked a 
team from the United States, which has 
worked alongside the ship’s company to 
optimise the combat system and conduct 
operator training.  During the transit, 
Brisbane also had the opportunity to 
work with US Navy Destroyer Squadron 
31, including USS Preble in Hawaii, and 
also alongside in San Diego to 
supplement and enhance the training. 

For Commanding Officer Brisbane 
Commander Josh Wilson, 
interoperability with the United States 
Navy has been a driving factor during the 
preparation phases of the weapons 

firings.   After completing her combat system trials, Brisbane is due to return to Australian in 
December.  The full article can be accessed here. 
 
 

Sydney a step closer 
 
WHEN NUSHIP Sydney cast off for her final period 
of builder’s sea trials in late September, it marked 
the first time all three Hobart-class destroyers had 
been at sea or deployed during the same week.   It 
was a significant milestone for the RAN and Air 
Warfare Destroyer (AWD) program, being able to 
support three AWDs at sea at the same time. 

Spread across two weeks in the St Vincent Gulf, 
South Australia, Sydney’s trials comprised a 
comprehensive suite of tests designed to push the 
limit of the newly built platform.  While Sydney was 
being put through her paces, her sister ships were 
hard at work with the first of the threes built – 
HMAS Hobart – on the eve of departure for South-
East Asia and HMAS Brisbane undergoing combat system testing while deployed to the southern 
California range areas. 

Personnel from HMAS Brisbane, USS Preble and Destroyer Squadron 31. 
 

NUSHIP Sydney departs Osborne Shipyards, South Australia, 
for the first time as it commences its builder’s sea trials. 
Photo: Simon Casson 

 

https://news.defence.gov.au/international/mobility-guardian-builds-efficient-five-eyes-force
https://news.defence.gov.au/international/mobility-guardian-builds-efficient-five-eyes-force
https://news.defence.gov.au/capability/brisbane-ready-fire
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The work of thousands of personnel in the Royal Australian Navy and the wider Air Warfare 
Destroyer program is culminating in the newest and most lethal warships in the Navy’s history 
reaching their final operational capability, which will be a major contribution towards outcomes 
one and two of the Chief of Navy’s Plan Pelorus. 

Sydney will begin preparations for further trials this month and is due to commission in May. 
The full article can be accessed here.  
 

 
Defence Exercises   

High tempo to keep Spartan flying over Pacific 

The Air Force C-27J Spartan maintenance team for Operation Solania has returned from the high-
tempo deployment, where they worked in support of the Pacific Island Forum Fisheries Agency’s 

(FFA) largest annual maritime 
surveillance operation. 

After arriving in the Solomon 
Islands, the RAAF contingent flew 
maritime surveillance sorties in 
support of the FFA’s Operation 
Kuru Kuru, departing from Pohnpei 
and Chuuk in the Federated States 
of Micronesia, as well as the 
Republic of Palau, east of the 
Philippines. 

The aircraft technicians and 
avionics technicians generated 
serviceable aircraft for the sorties, 
as well as embarking in the 

Spartan aircraft to assist the crew observing vessels at sea. 

The maintenance team achieved a 100 per cent mission success rate for Solania with all sorties 
being conducted on time and as planned.  Kuru Kuru was coordinated by the FFA, with Pacific 
Island nations deploying vessels to sea in a targeted effort to detect and deter illegal, 
unregulated and unreported fishing.  The full article can be accessed here. 

 

 
Thank you from Japan as exercise ends 
 
More than 140 Royal Australian Air Force personnel and six F/A-18 Hornet aircraft have returned 
to Australia after completing the first air combat exercise on Japanese soil.   Australian and 
Japanese fast jet pilots tested themselves over a month of intensive training as part of Exercise 
Bushido Guardian at Chitose and Misawa Air Bases in Japan.  The Exercise, from September 11 to 
October 8, was a first-of-type bilateral jet-fighter exercise involving the RAAF and the Japan Air 
Self-Defense Force (Koku-Jieitai).   The RAAF deployed six F/A-18A/B Hornet aircraft from No. 77 
Squadron in Williamtown and a wide range of personnel from the Air Combat, Air Mobility, 

A Royal Australian Air Force C-27J Spartan from No. 35 Squadron lands at Pohnpei 
International Airport, Federated States of Micronesia, during Operation Solania. 
Photo: Gunner Sagi Biderman 
 

https://news.defence.gov.au/capability/sydney-step-closer
https://news.defence.gov.au/international/high-tempo-keep-spartan-flying-over-pacific
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Combat Support and Surveillance and Response Groups to focus on interoperability with 
Japanese counterparts. 

The Detachment Commander, Wing 
Commander Jason Easthope, 
congratulated participants on its 
success.  “Commanding the first ever air 
combat exercise with Japan has been 
super exciting because it’s first-of-type; 
it’s really unique and everybody is really 
hyped up about being here,” Wing 
Commander Easthope said. “Exercise 
Bushido Guardian has been fantastic for 
building the bilateral relationship 
because we’re operating here at the 
same base, working so close to each 
other.  The full article can be accessed 
here. 

 
 

Battlegroup on track 
 
Army reservists from the 25th/49th Battalion, Royal 
Queensland Regiment (25/49RQR), have begun their 
section- and platoon-level training on the road to 
one of the Army's premier exercises.  The weekend 
training for Exercise Hamel 2020 at Greenbank 
Training Area, south of Brisbane, signalled the start 
of a year-long process in the creation of the next 
iteration of Reinforcing Battlegroup Cannan.   
 

Operations officer Lieutenant David Roffe said the 
training was designed to start to bring together 
those soldiers who were keen to play their part in 
building the battlegroup.  Soldiers from 25/49RQR, 
as well as 11th and 13th brigades, will provide the bulk of soldiers who will make up the 
battlegroup to support the 3rd Brigade during its 12-month ‘ready’ cycle.   The full article can be 
accessed here. 

 
 

Call for air support in Townsville 

The scream of F/A-18 Hornet fighter jets and Army Tiger attack helicopters filled the Townsville 
Field Training Area as they circled and eliminated simulated enemies during Exercise Nigrum 
Pugio.   A combined effort of Joint Terminal Attack Controllers (JTAC), the 1st Aviation Regiment 
and RAAF’s No. 75 Squadron, the exercise earlier this month was a success in retaining 
qualifications for troops who call in air strikes from the ground on operations.  

Captain Chris Pitman said the small JTAC community relished any opportunity to practise their 
skills.  “The feeling of calling in an airstrike is rewarding and satisfying knowing that you’ve gone 

No. 77 Squadron F/A-18 Hornet pilot Flight Lieutenant Jess conducts after-
flight paperwork following her flight in the back seat of a Koku-Jieitai F-15J 
on Exercise Bushido Guardian. Photo: Corporal Craig Barrett 
 

Private George Corchis, from Charlie Company 25/49RQR, takes 
part in a section training activity to raise Reinforcing Battlegroup 
Cannan. 
 

https://news.defence.gov.au/international/thank-you-japan-exercise-ends
https://news.defence.gov.au/international/thank-you-japan-exercise-ends
https://news.defence.gov.au/national/battlegroup-track
https://news.defence.gov.au/national/battlegroup-track
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through a rigorous course to become qualified, so to actually come out here today and employ 
the skillset that we’re afforded is a really rewarding feeling.” 

Qualified JTAC troops are posted to all combat brigades in Australia, which ensures soldiers on 
the ground during operations have close air support capabilities on the battlefield.  

 
 

Defence Industry and Defence Science  
 

Contracts signed for next stage of Army’s mounted close combat capability 
 
On 22 October, Defence has signed contracts with two companies selected to progress to the 
next stage of LAND 400 Phase 3, under the Morrison Government’s multi-billion dollar upgrade 
to Army’s mounted close combat capability.  Hanwha Defense Australia and Rheinmetall Defence 
Australia will participate in risk mitigation as part of defence’s project to acquire infantry fighting 
vehicles. 

Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Linda Reynolds CSC said the signing of the contracts brings 
Army a step closer to having world class Infantry Fighting Vehicle capability.  “This program is a 
significant investment in Army’s capability – it will make our personnel safer, more effective on 
operations, and will complement our investment in Boxer Combat Reconnaissance Vehicles 
under LAND400 Phase 2,” Minister Reynolds said. The Risk Mitigation Activity phase will occur 
over the next two years, allowing both companies to engage with Defence, as well as clarify, 
refine and negotiate their tenders.   The full article can be accessed here. 

 

Raytheon to provide combat system engineering support services 
  

Raytheon will provide combat system engineering support services to the Royal Australian Navy 
for up to six years following a new agreement with Defence.   Under this new agreement, 
Raytheon Australia will support Defence’s upgrades to surface ship combat systems by providing 
engineering and logistics services. This will capitalise on existing knowledge, skills, systems and 
processes developed by Raytheon Australia through the Hobart class Destroyer acquisition 
program, while continuing to support our Navy with the world’s best combat systems 
technology.  This is part of our Government’s plan to develop a long-term sustainable Australian 
Combat Management System industry, which is key to the national Naval Shipbuilding Plan. 

 
Attack Class submarine subsystems contract signing 
  

Lockheed Martin Australia has signed a subcontract with Safran Electronics and Defense 
Australasia Pty Ltd (Safran) for the design of components for the Attack Class submarines.    This 
will support the operation and sustainment of the Attack Class while maximising the involvement 
of Australian industry.    It is the first major equipment design subcontract awarded by Lockheed 
Martin Australia as the Combat System Integrator for the Attack Class.   This includes the design 
of the Optronics Search and Attack, Navigation Radar and Navigation Data Distribution 
subsystems.   These are vital components of the combat system suite and builds on work Safran 
already conducts in Australia in the defence and civilian sectors.  The full article can be accessed 
here. 

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/lreynolds/media-releases/contracts-signed-next-stage-armys-mounted-close-combat-capability
https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/lreynolds/media-releases/attack-class-submarine-subsystems-contract-signing
https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/lreynolds/media-releases/attack-class-submarine-subsystems-contract-signing
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Underwater Collision Research Facility opens in Launceston 
  

The new Underwater Collision Research Facility (UCRF) has been officially unveiled at the 
Australian Maritime College in Launceston in 17 October.     The UCRF is a joint initiative between 
Defence Science and Technology and the University of Tasmania, and will support Australia’s 
National Shipbuilding capability.   Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Linda Reynolds CSC, said 
the facility is a key part of the University of Tasmania’s Maritime Defence Innovation and Design 
Precinct.   “The Underwater Collision Research Facility is an exciting new development which will 
provide us with a better understanding of the impact of underwater collisions,” Minister 
Reynolds said.   Under a Collaborative Research Agreement, Defence Science and Technology 
funded the purchase of equipment and the University provided the building capital works and 
support infrastructure to house the facility at its Newnham Campus.  The full article can be 
accessed here. 

 

 

International  
 
A number of international organisations publish excellent material on issues which impact on our 
region.  The following reports are recommended. 
 
The Strategist is the commentary and analysis site of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, an 
independent, non-partisan think tank based in Canberra.   The Strategist aims to provide fresh 
ideas on Australia’s critical defence and strategic policy choices as well as encourage and 
facilitate discussion and debate among the strategy community and Australian public.   The views 
expressed on The Strategist are those of the individual authors and don’t represent the views of 
ASPI or the institutions to which the authors are attached.  The Strategists issued on 17th 
October contained three articles which are of interest: 
 
Planning to defend Australia in an era of profound strategic disruption by Paul Dibb who is an 
emeritus professor of strategic studies at the Australian National University.  His articles 
introduction is: 
  
“Australia’s international security outlook is starting to look very unpredictable and potentially 
threatening. Our defence planners 
must now deal with a world which is 
markedly different from any they’ve 
known before. The United States is 
undermining the international rules-
based order and, at the same time, 
China and Russia are becoming 
increasingly assertive militarily and 
aligned in their anti-Western attitudes. 
All of this is taking place as a crisis of 
democracy in the West is distracting it 
from wielding national power more 
effectively.”  The full article can be 
accessed here.   
 

Image source: ASPI 
 

 

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/lreynolds/media-releases/underwater-collision-research-facility-opens-launceston
https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/lreynolds/media-releases/underwater-collision-research-facility-opens-launceston
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/planning-to-defend-australia-in-an-era-of-profound-strategic-disruption/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/planning-to-defend-australia-in-an-era-of-profound-strategic-disruption/
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Unmanned systems are the future, and Australia’s navy needs to get on board by Malcolm Davis, 
a senior analyst at ASPI.  The introduction of the article is:   
 
 “In the next 15 years, the development of unmanned systems in the air, on and under the waves 

and on land, alongside sophisticated 
networks of ‘sensors and shooters’, is 
likely to accelerate. Australia must be 
ready to respond. In a speech at the 
recent 2019 Sea Power conference in 
Sydney, Minister for Defence Linda 
Reynolds argued that:   
The challenge for Navy, for Defence 
and for the nation, is how to remain 
flexible enough in defence acquisition 
to augment major platforms using 

new and emerging technologies to 
secure both our offensive and 
defensive advantages … Unmanned 

underwater, air and surface vehicles assisted by artificial intelligence are other rapidly emerging 
areas of technology that will change traditional ways of thinking about naval warfare and sea 
control.”   The full article can be accessed here. 
 
Engineering global consent: the Chinese Communist Party’s data-driven power expansion by 
Samantha Hoffman, an analyst at ASPI’s International Cyber Policy and an independent 
consultant.  Her introduction is:  
 
“The Chinese party-state’s technology-enhanced authoritarianism is expanding globally. But the 
way it’s doing it isn’t always distinctly 
coercive or overtly invasive. While there’s 
been an important focus on technologies 
such as 5G, surveillance and cyber-
enabled espionage, that narrow view 
misses the bigger picture. The Chinese 
Communist Party has a much more 
ambitious vision for harnessing a broad 
suite of current and emerging 
technologies in support of its own 
interests, including some that might seem 
relatively benign, like language-translation 

technologies.”   The full article can be 
accessed here. 

              

Image source: ASPI 
 

 

Image source: ASPI 
 

 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/unmanned-systems-are-the-future-and-australias-navy-needs-to-get-on-board/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/engineering-global-consent-the-chinese-communist-partys-data-driven-power-expansion/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/engineering-global-consent-the-chinese-communist-partys-data-driven-power-expansion/
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About the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security 
Studies, NSW Inc 
 
 
 
Founded as the United Service Institution of New South Wales in 1888, the Royal United Services 
Institute for Defence and Security Studies, NSW (or RUSI NSW) is one of seven self-governing 
constituent bodies of the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Australia 
Limited. 
 
The aim of RUSI NSW is to promote informed debate on, and to improve public awareness and 
understanding of, defence and national security. To this end, RUSI NSW:  
 
• educates the public about Australia’s defence and national security; 
• publishes a highly-respected professional journal; 
• provides a forum for the discussion of defence and security issues by conducting regular 

lectures, seminars conferences workshops and visits to defence and security 
establishments; 

• provides professional development programs; 
• operates a public library, specialising in defence and security literature dating from the 

late 18th century to the current day; and 
• conducts social and networking functions for members 
 
Members and visitors are encouraged to use the library facilities for reading or research. The 
library is open on Monday to Thursday from 1000h to 1600h and for Researchers by 
appointment. 
 
The RUSI’s office and the Ursula Davidson Library are now located in the Centenary Extension of 
the Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park South, with access from Liverpool Street – close to Museum 
railway station, buses and car parking stations. 
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